



EU REJECTS ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY 
ON JERUSALEM, TEL AVIV PROTESTS 


TEL AVIV A^ndcs — Israel's for- 
eign minister on Friday sent a 
protest letter to Germany over <i ref- 
erence to Jenisalein as an interna- 
tional city not under Israeli sover- 
eignty. 

German Ambassador Tlieodor 
\Utllau rercrred to Jenisaiem as a 
sepamce entity under UN resolu-' 
tions, rebufUng an Israeli demand 
to stop Eiirapean diplomats from 
meeting Palesdnian officials there. 

In a politely wortlcd letter to 
Gerinan Foreign Minister Joschka 
risdier, Israeli Foreign Mlnistfir 
Ariel Sharon wrote: "Every nation 
doubtless has the right to deter- 
mine the location of its capital city;" 

Shai-on wrote that 3000 years 
ago, the Jcwisli people dedared 
Jerusalem its capital; and did so 
again when the state of Israel was 
founded in 1948. 

Therefore. lie concluded, 
"notwithstanding the bonds of 
deep friendslup between our two 
countries." Israel r^ects the con- 
tent of the ambassador's letter. 


Wlicn the United Nations 
approved cieadon of the state of 
Israel in 1 947, it envisioned a Jewish 
state alongside a Palestinian state, 
with internationalized Jcmsalcm in 
the middle. 

Arab nations rejected the paiti- 
don plan and the first Aiab Israeli 
war erupted on May 15, 1948. After 
the war dial followed, ccnse-fire' 
lines were drawn giving Isiacl the 
western parr of Jerusalem and 
Jordan the eascem part. Tlie 
Palcsiinihn state was never fonned. 

Wallau wrote the letrcr vwth tlie 
reference questioning Israel's sover- 
eignty over occupied Jemsalem in 
Germany's capacity as current chair- 
man of the European Union. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Nctanyaliu acknowledged tliat the 
ambassador's letter restates 
Europe's traditional position. 

Netanyahu questioned wlty it 
"sudden^ appears when tite ques- 
tion of Jemsalem Is on the table," a 
reference to negociarlons with the 
Palestinians. 


Interviewed un Israel Radio, he 
declared, “W^ cannot accept this 
position. Jemsalem is tlie united 
capital of Israel and we will not 
compromise on tliat at all." 

Opposition Labor Party leader 
Ehud Barak, ninning against 
Netanyahu in Israel's May 17 elec- 
tion. echoed Netanyahu's remarks. 

In a stiff letter to Fischer, Barak 
expressed "grave concern and utter 
disappoinliiicnt" at the ambas- 
sador's letter, adding, Jemsalem “is 
the eternal and united capital of 
Israel and the Jewish people, peri- 
od." 

According to agreements 
between Israel and the Palestinians, 
rhe final status of Jerusalem is to be 
determined in negotiations 

Speaking on behalf of the EU, the 
German ambassador to Israel, 
Tlieodor Wallau made it clear that 
the EU regarded die whole of 
Jerusalem as a "Corpus separanim" 
under tlie temis of the United 
Nations partition plan uf 1947. 

Under this planjenisaicni was tu 


be internationalized and placed 
under UN siipervisinn, but this did 
not happen. \A^llau emphasized 
tliat the Europeans accepted nei- 
ther Israeli sovereignty over the 
Arab east nf the city nor the Israeli 
position that all Jemsalem was the 
Israeli capital. 

Wallau was replying to an Israeli 
foreign ministry note of Feb. 15 in 
wtiich the European ambassadors 
to Israel were asked nu longer to 
visit Oriimt House, the unofllL'i.*il 
ftilestininn representation in Arab 
east jemsalem. In the view of the 
ministry, the Palestine liberation 
Organization's incernaciaiial con- 
tacts injerusalein represent breach- 
es of the terms uf the agreements 
reached in Oslo and at Wye, near 
Wisliingcon. 

Wallau was qunteil by the Israeli 
Ha’arecz newspaper as saying: "We 
do have no intenriun of changing 
uur habits in relation to visits to 
Jerusalem." 

The paper quoted a sources at 
the Israeli foreign ministry as say- 


ing: "Tlie EU renciiun is one of iIk‘ 
must iiainful political blows for 
Israel since the state was founded." 

All political contacts wiili l.srael 
take place de facto in jemsalem. 
When in 1981, Israel's guveminent 
used legislation tu underline 
Jerusalem's disputed status us the 
Israeli capital, eight of die 1 i states 
then represented in Jemsalem 
rvactetl by shirting Ut Tel Aviv. 
Ainuiig them was one FU meinlier 
state, the NcihcrlaiuU. 

Tlie US gox'emmeiit has so Ihr 
not acted on a decisii m by Congress 
in 1 995 to shift its einbussy from Tel 
Aviv to Jemsalem as planned by 
May. 

*riie casrern ]iart nf the ciw - 
wliidi includes the old city - was 
taken by Israel in I9A7 and is 
regaixled vvnridwide and under 
intemational law as an occti|)ied 
territury the future of which must 
be deierminetl in negniiittions 
between Israel and the P.ilesiiniaiis 
Israeli Prime Minister IWiijnmiii 
Netanyahu, backing his i'oruigu 
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Minister Ariel Sharon, 

, “Jtfiiisalom is not a 'corpus sepn- 
tum' but is the heart and soul ofila 
Jews." Israel would never kt q 
position on the issue be under- 
mined. 

Jerusalem was an inupa;^ 
part of Israel wtwli Ibr 3J10Q ytn 
liad lieen the capital ofthejewhli 
people. Tliat is the v«y k muuH 
remain, he said. 

Lhioflidik sources in tlie fonipi 
ministry accace the Netanyalni fftf 
enmieiit of badly ne^ccting ihc DJ 
on tile issue. tsracTs former ambo^ 
sadur to the EU. Ephraim H^c^. 
had akviiys drawn aiteniioii t}» 
ulficial Ell puint of view and had 
unsuccc.sstiilly called foradiplomai- 
tc olTensive, tla> sources saii 

After Halevy was recated. w)$w* 
ccsscir was iinnted. Not even & 
funner head of the European 
delianmeni ar the foreign ministry 
Odclie Avitai. wlio left the depait- 
im-tit in January under airious ci- 
cumstances. She is now an eppui- 
Itun |iMlitiC(d candidate. 


iEBANON MARKS 
21 YEARS 
OF ISRAELI 
OCCUPATION 


^PALESTINIANS 
(PRAISE NEW 
.11$ STAND ON 
SAtTELMENTS 





INDYK PLEDGES FULL 
SUPPORT TO JORDAN 
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UM;I£5 — His Majesty King 
fbdulirh and U.S. Assistant Secretary 
tfSmeMaitin Indyk held talks in 
^#9 on Saturday on the stalled 
Vldtfle East peace process, jurdnn'.s 
irenomic restructuring and Iraq, 
ting Abdullah criticized Israel's 
rppnHch to peace with the 
fdeitinlans, and stressed to Indyk 
tlie need to fully implement Israel's 
ttcQrds with the Palestinian National 
iuiboKly, which His Majesty the late 
i^ihsd brokered, for a further with- 
ifwa! from occupied West Bank 
bni 

fdra quoted King Abdullah as say- 
^fulfillinent of the accords was a 
ptiuing requirement." while lack of 
'"'plewntatjon would lead to deep- 
wiitg mistrust and frustration in the 
'I'lJille East." 

^ the domestic front. King 
Mullah assured the US omcini of the 
iwefflment's determination to press 
with its economic reform 
and economic restructuring 

Nliws. 

voicing concern of tJte social 
j^icstlons such moves would 
^ about, the King said he was 
'P'wtic that with the uniHed sup- 
^ ®f the international community 
Dtr^ *^'*8 will of the Jordanian 
^^d* problems would 

JJj* Abdullah also discussed with 
‘ne situation in Iraq. He told 
■J*. who recently toured Gulf Arab 
effe L on the issue 

Nn "would never take 

instigating any changes on 

uUlf Jordan shares Arab 

A un““ ’*"■ ''s'" 

WirtlT s®nctions imposed oh 
^11 country, and easing the suf- 



He also said Jordan, along 


with other Arab States stand In sup- 
port of the unity oflraq and Its peo- 
plei and expressed disagreement with, 
the US policy of changing the regime. 
Inlraq. 

Indyk, who arrived in Amman from 

Ulrkey late Frldiy. met earlier' in 
Amman with; Prime Minister Abdui^ 
Ra’uf Rawabdeh. and senior govern- 
ment officielSi / : 

; The meetih$ : dealt ways tp 
bpqiit the Jot^arijahjejimrtbm 


efToita to mobilize Intemational sup- 
port and aiuistance to increase the , 
Ktngdpm's economic resources. - . 

Indyk told reporters following the 
meeting that the US was keen,tb do 
werything to support Jordan, the 
kin^knd th<e government in this tlme 
df transitfoh. He touched' on' effe- 
.. prospects of.openl.ng new markets for 
Jordan; In the 0ulf States and in the 
■WRjsf^ bid to Increase 

; jbhi!^tiian:«^ . 


. On the stalled peace talks between , , 
Israel and the Palestinians', Indyk ' 
asserted the U$ Administration's posl-^ . 
tiph, stating that both parties should ; 
irn’pleident their respective oblige-' . 
-tip'ns of Che agreement, He- urged i 
, both the Israelis aniT Palestinians to , 
•'.Ihlly lmpleme*t^fbiy\^e ^llyer peace' 
deal signed In October, 

He also.) voiced hope' thkjC 
S^jan-lsraell and ii.|^bBneaerjsraft|l- j 
tracks of the negoti;|iionS would, ; 


, re-actlvBted Cp proceed "at the same 
' tlmeithat Che 'Palestinian trat^t moyes 
, forward .Into Rnal status negoti'a* 

• tions,". , ^ 

indyk however- . said the United 
I States' understands that pea«; will 
, see no progress before UrReli general 
:relecc)ons in.mldr-May. ‘ 

j, ' -Jn.dyk. ,.who! ^subsequently ieft 
/Jordan: fov'SyHiB, .iy also schedui^ to 
> yisll; Nlorocpoarpartofa^ourof Arab 
- .''-f 
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HIS MAJESTY KING Abdullah Bin Al. Hussein 
Saturday received the President of tiie Republic of 
Moidavia. Ma'amoun Abdul Qayoum who extend 


During the meeting, at the Royal Palace 
Aqaba, King Abdullah and the Moldavian leader 
discussed bilateral cooperation, particularly 
tourist and cultural exchange. 

Earlier in the day. President Abdul Qayoum 
received at Amman airport by Prime Minister 


In remarks upon arrival, Abdul Qayoum 


between Jordan and 


“I had the honor of meeting King Hussein 


were ajways committed to strengthening cooper 
ation between the two bretliren countries," he 


' The Moldavian President added that he pursued 
his country's good relations with Jordan by 


ing with King Abdullah to discuss ways or further 
boosting cooperation ties for the wellbeing of the 


Prime Minister Abdur-Ra'iif Rawabdeh / 


expressed appreciation for the Moldavian leader' 


good sentiments and pledged the government's \ 


the existing bilateral relations 


and to further develop new aspects of coopera 


mmmirmm 


Her Majesty Queen Nour also received Saturday 


Aqaba the Moldavian President, airrently visit 


ing Jordan to offer his condolences to His Majesty 
King Abdullah and the Royal Family over the pass- 


ing away of the Late King Hussein. 


attended by tlielr Royal 
Highnesses Ranya Abdullah, Alia Bint Al-Hussein 


^ernment to undergo vote 
O f confidence by 5TH OF APRIL 





AMERICAN JEWISH DELEGATION HERE 
TO COMMEMORATE THE LATE KING 


HIS MAJESTY KING Abdullah Saturelay 
received a delegation of tlie American 
Jewish Committee who arrived in 
Amman to take part in a commemora- 
tion ceremony for tlie His Majesty the 
late King Hussein.. 

The meeting, which was attended by 
Chief of the Royal Court, Abdul Kareem 
Al Kabariti and Foreign Minister, Abdul 
Hah Al Khatib. reviewed the Middle East 
peace process and hurdles obstructing 
its progress as well as Jordan's efforts to 


push forward were the center of dis- ing the past years to ensure its continu- 


King Abdullah asserted the need to 
unify all efforts to push the peace the 
process forward and overcome all obsta- 
cles impeding its progress, an objective, 
which he said should not be confined to 
official governmental initiative. 

The King commended tlie role played 
by the American' jewisli Committee in 
supporting the peace pi-ocess through 
the efforts they have been exerting dur- 


His Majesty stressed that peace for 
Jordan is one that is just and compre- 
hensive, and one that regains tlie rights 
of its people. The King said such peace 
would also'mean prosperity and stabili- 
ty as well as security and development 
for the peoples of the region. 

"Therefore, Jordan airrently focuses 
its efforts on activating its economy and 
adopting restnicturing economic poli- 


cies that would open the Kingdom's 
markets to the worid. 

The King voiced concern that such 
moves could create social burdens on 
the Kingdom but that the people's 
strong will and the support of the inter- 
national community would help over- 
come any problem, and bring about a 
bright fotiire for the upcoming genera- 
tions. 

King Abdullah expressed his appiuiia- 
tion to members of the commilteu for 


their initiative to hold a conniKim 
lion ceremony for Kb Majesty ihe iK 
King. 

Tlie Committee members coininetil- 
cd the late King's enormous efforts r 
serve the cause of peace and to btrf 
about scairily for the peoples ^ ii 
legiuii. 

lliey also leiterated riteir conWeftf 
in King Abduilalt to ^ollo^v in ibe to 
steps of late King as the King of 


MAIESTV KING Abdullah 
, decree yesterday 
oiiiKling Parliament's term 
^dieBfleentbofApn. 

■flig government will pre- 
^ Ib declaration to the 

House of Pariiaraent for 

jrfatt,; It will be given to 
itet by Saturday, the third of 
said Minister of 
rtJlutiffli Nasser Lavrai, at a 
(ttw minute press conference 
(Slrttlay. 

■[Ije government must 
rKdve more than fifty percent 
cf tlie votes in order to be 
pated confidence. According 
tofltervers. It Is expected to 
HTti sixty or more yes votes 
ifttf a debate of fiery speeches 
ihit should be finalized by the 
fifth of April. 

The Lower House, whose 
lenn would have ended by 
March 3!st, has been given an 
uitnslon because the govern- 
oirnt did not have enough time 
10 form its ministerial declara- 
' lien, according to Lawzi. 
■ Observers, however, expect the 


declaration to be based on His 
Majesty King Abdullah's Letter 
of Designation to the govern- 
ment. 

Meanwhile. King Abdullah 
and Egypt's President Husni 
Mubarak on Hiesday, will Joint- 
ly innaugurate the two coun- 
tries' joint electricity grid pro- 
ject. 

"His Majesty King Abdullah 
accompanied by government 
officials will head to Aqaba first 
then leave to the Red Sea resort 
offoba in Egypt where the cer- 
emony will begin. President 
Husni Mubarak is then expect- 
ed to accompany King Abdullah 
back to Aqaba,'' said Lawzi. 

An Underwater cable at four 
hundred Kilovolts costing S230 
million will connect Aqaba with 
Taba resolving the Kingdom's 
power shortage. 

Jordan's share of the project . 
is at eighty million dollars; 
Egypt paid the remainder of the 
costs. 

The grid is part of a regional 
project that will eventually 


extend to include Syria-, Iraq, 
Lebanon and Uirkey. 

On the other hand, Lawzi 
also addressed the water short- 
age situation saying that all 
members of the ministry are 
expected .to meet with officials 
of the W^ter Authority. 

“The ministers are expected 
to listen to and discuss all the 
plans and changes that the 
water ministry has come up 
with to face the hard times in 
the summer," said Lawzi. 

The Arab Daily, yesterday, 
published the content of an 
emergency plan to be present- 
ed to the ministers at the meet- 
ing on Monday morning. 

The six axis of action 
designed to combat an expea- 
ed drought this summer include 
digging and operating new 
wells as well as reactivating 
dysfunctional wells all over the 
Kingdom. 

The Zai Treatment Plant is 
also Included in the list of sug- 
gested measures, whereby it 
will be upgraded to increase 


water How. 

Authorities are also consider- 
ing connecting some private 
wells to the network. 

Whter shortage in Jordan is a 
consequence of the extreme 
weather conditions which the 
country has been subjected to 
since April of last year. 

On another note, according 
to a source not wishing to be 
named, government officials 
are expected to hold a meeting 
with Israeli officials later next 
week. 

"Jordan will ask for the 
remaining 50 million cubic 
meters of water from Tiberius 
(lake) It Is entitled to according 
to the peace accords signed in 
1991," said the source. 

During his conference, Lawzi 
also said that Minister of 
Tourism Aqel Blitaji will be 
meeting with his Syrian and 
Lebanese couterparts in Beinit 
next week to disaiss trilateral 
tourism projects, but he did not 
elaborate. 
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EGYPTIAN ENVOY GETS FIRST HAND 
LOOK AT JORDAN'S SOCIAL WORK 



PM PLEDGES TO KEEP 
CHANNELS OF DIALOGUE OPEN 


THE ARAB DAILY — Prime 
' Minister Abdur-Ra'uf 

. , Rawabdeh has asserted the 
government's confidence 
and respect in the positive 
^ and constructive role played 
^ by the liberal and committed 
journalism of Jordan, and its 
contribution to the formula- 
tion of a national dialogue. 

The Prime Minister's 
remarks came during a 
meeting on Saturday, with 
the President and members 
of the Journalists 
Association. 

Rawabdeh also affirmed 
the government's determi- 
nation to meet the people's 
ambitions and aspirations 
that were projected by the 
local press following the for- ' 
.mation of the new cabinet. 

.The Prime Mipister 
expressed ' lils full under- 
standing of. the. role of the 
media In directing the'intel- - 


lectual trends of the people 
and voiced pride in the sub- 
stantial advancement made 
by the local press organs 
during the pzjt few years. 

He. called for keeping an 
open mind to all ideologic.s 
and opinions and advised 
against the rcjoclion of. 
opposing viewa. 

‘President of the 
Association, Saif Sharif, 
praised the Prime Minister's 
initiative to call on the 
Association, saying it was 
the first such visit by a Prime 
Minister. 

Sharif said the move 
reflected the government's 
understanding of the role of 
the press, taking the oppon- 
tunity to voice the 
Association's needs and 
demands aimed at further 
Improving" the performance- 
of its members. 

Sharif requested a 


nent headquartci's for the 
Association, higher salaries 
for Petra repurters and a 
review of the Press and 
Publications Law. 

Sharif said plans were 
ready for the cohstruclioii of 
a complex that would host 
the Associnlion 

Hendqiiartci's. the 

Journalists Club, and a train- 
ing center, but said the- 
Association would need 
finaiicitll. assistance to carry 
the project through. 

Rawabdeh said the gov- 
ernment would exert its 
utmost efforts to support 
the project. He also said 
that only through dialogue 
would all the parties reach, a 
desirable formula, reiterat- 
ing, the need for a law that 
wopld "manage theTormula- 
tion of any text, and allow 
for A responsible freedom of 
'expression. ' ••• 


Rawabdeh later caltfiiw j 
the Laborers Union, 
he assured members 
government's comsiitnKr' 
to support the labor sect‘s 
commending laborers rolt* 
development and eonsirw- 
lion process of the Klngde™ 
The Prime Minister al» 
pledged the govemmenii 
will to: maintain open chis- 
I, els of dialogue widi 

Union, for the welfare of* 

its members. 

President of 
Mazen Malaitah, ; said | , 
sector, represeuKtl ' '’f ■ " 
Union . faces; major 
lenges which need ^ ^ 
portofthegovirt'l^i^'^' 
iiigont^.l’rtaeWl"l*'.. 
review the ' 

regulations 

' about:- diangelf 
iitipfave- 


TIIE ARAB DAILY— Minister 
of Social and Administrative 
Development, Faisal Rfou', 
received Saturday, the 
Efiypilan Ambassador to 
Amman, Haul Riyadh. 

KTou' briefed his guest on 
ihe Ministry's aaivities aimed 
a dealing with such social 
problems in the fields as 
prjveny, unemployment and 
die conditions of the handl- 
(ipped, 

Ibe Minister stressed the 
dpiillcance of cooperation 
coordination between the 
fwpecHve institutions and 
ministries of the two countries 
trough meetings and 
tKlunge of opinions on the 


implementation of the recom- & > 

mend.itions of the Arab ^ - 

Ministerial Council for Social 
Affairs. 

The F.gyptian Ambassador 
praised the standard of ser- 
vices being provided by the 
Jordanian Ministry of Social 
Development, and its future 
plans and projects. 

Rfou' also visited the 
National Aid Fund (NAF) and 
chaired the Fund's Planning 
Committee meeting. 

The Minister stressed that 
NAF constitutes one of the 
Ministry’s arms geared Minister pointed out since poverty is a national 

towards handling the prob- created as a problem requiring intensive 

lems of poverty and unem- pational fund with national joint efforts from various sec- 

ployment in the Kingdom. governmental resources, tors, 


\Editor-ln~Chief 


ALTHOUGH WE EXPECTED ISrawneh's government to get a sudden 
and abmpt end of term around when it happened. vi« didn't pt a 
chance to say a proper goodbye because as soon as it disappeared, we 
were bombarded wltfi excitement stalling with Ali Shukri's interesting 
resignation and ending up with Ybussef Abu Jamouse's levelation that 
he too liad resigned on the same day as Shukri; supposedly in "an unro 
lated" act In every way but for Jamal Sarayrah, the new telecom mlnifr 

On "nn unrelated" note, why isn't Sarayrah willing to talk to us over 
this? Doesn’t he know that objectivity in repotting stands when the 
other party refuses to comment? No comment. 

It also didn’t help that a new government, still fresh and relentless, 
found itself-born in the midst of an ocean of dlplomaty hitting the 
Kingdom from all directions whether to condole a seemingly tireless 
King over the death of a dear father, or to continue with him die region- 
al role expected of the Kingdom at one ofits most difficult times in his- 

Wng is doing a great job ranning fast ahead of us, the press, and 
keeping the new government at foil speed behind. This in turn has kept 
our lieads shifting back and forth, that our necks are starting to a<he. 
Our consolation is tliat when there is pain, it must be a good exercise. 

But what happened to Tbrawneh and his calwnet? 

This is the thing about Jordan. As fast as governments come and go, 
no one looks back anymore. 

tet it was a pleasure to sec Miat die foreign minister, interior minis- 
ter and that of tourism stayed on. not as a reminder of the past period, 
but as a continuation of a pretty good job. Let us see the effect 
Rawabdeh's self-styled charisma will have on their performance in a 
few montlisl 

Even though wo got ourselves another aniailare Nascr, there is no 
question that Judeh’s batteries were still at full chaigc when he was 

turned off. Offbut not necessarilyout. . u . 

On that note, we look forward to Nasei Lawzi's mobile batccries 
always charged like tliat of his predecessor's and to see tliaijiideh's full 
cliarge is not going to go to waste in the fiiUiie. 

It is only fair to note that thb last government served at a sad time 
when it could hardly do iiuidi but keep things Jilloat. In chat sense, its 
s.nd perfonnance was not a lousy job for Tarawueh. Tlie way things go 
over here, chances are we haven't seen tlie Iasi of him yet. But if and 
when he comes back, things may not bo die same at tlic fourth circle. 
In other woi-ds, he'd better start a hard regime of exorcis^ 


•' r- 


RSCN IN TAIPE FOR INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING ON NATURE RESERVES 

f OELBCATION REPRESENT, of meetings held In Dh.na ofTand Mper^Mla^w'K 

w llie Royal Society for the last October, jolhtly oiga- the ^optimal utilization o J^,fu,ereLves In developing 

ni«<| by the Council and the '".fj; coun^^^ the work of the Society. 

™min today to participate Royal Society, ' rJ Bird Protection selected The paper also tackles the 

•Maternatlonal workshop °bector of the Protection for Blrd ^ ^ ^ contribution of nature 

C'it.i - 
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BAR ASSOCIATIOli COUNCIL SPLIT AMONgT^ 



UBANON marks 21 YEARS 

OF ISRAELI OCCUPATION 


I UjBK, Agencies - Lebanese army 

S t. rained on aierc on Saturday 

Zjltlsraeii helicopter maneuvers 

Wltcb triggeted the alarm ended about 

military source said ^ 
til warplanes contrnued therr 
^tiw hovering tiii four o'clock 
ayrl." the source said. 


AT THE CONaUSION of die Bar 
Association elections, the ten 'member 
elected council is now divided among 
the three powers that ran for the seats, 
wldi no clear cut domination by any 
party. 

The Islamists, whose position Is 
strengthened by the election of Saleh 
Annouci as the head of the Association, 
won three seats. Meanwhile, the pan- 
Arab nationalists and their allies from 
the national movement got hold of four 


seats. 

Not good news to the Islamists' oppo- 
nents in the council, is that independent 
Sameera Zaitoun. sympathizes '^tli die 
Islamists and is expeaeci to take their 
side. 

Zaitoun, the second woman to occu- 
py the seat after Emilie Bsharat, told The 
Arab Daily that she refuses to be labeled 
as an Islamist, but she is religious and 
committed to Islamic teachings. 

New president of the union, Saleh 


Arniouti promised to cooperate with all 
members of the board, stressing the 
necessity of team work, and with that 
combination, he will need the concept 
at work. 

“Professional performance and our 
national duties are our major concerns 
at the associadon." Armouti told Hie 
Arab Daily. 

Commenting on the way of the elec- 
tions went on Friday, the lawyer 
expressed his dissatisfaction with die 


A DANISH TOURIST AGEHCY 
PUTS JORDAN ON ITS MAP 


way things went. 

Referring to an alleged plot aiming at 
weakening his chances, 1^ by his pre- 
decessor Hussein MJalii, the elected 
diief said “lie should have been neutral, 
because, up to that moment, he was 
supposed CO represent all parties as 
head of the union. Interference and tak- 
ing sides on his part was disappointing.'* 

But according to Mjalli, the union 
president is also a member of the gen- 
eral assembly. In this capacity, he is enti- 


tled to interfere honestly in the procea 
to achieve his desired ends. 

"I can’t be neutral in this ca$e,*W 
said in defence of his position, *li« 
clear in staling that f did not want w 
association to be run by the IslamBU,! 
am hilly aware of the level of their p«. 
formance in the other professioiul 
ciarions.” 


byNASER SHADID 



Dan Tours, a major Danish Tour Operator 
declared that it has included Jordan as a 
new Tourist destination on its tours pro- 
gram. 

General Manager of the Company; Aksil 
Ramos'son said at a press conference in 
Copenhagen that a campaign will be 
launched next week to promote trips to 
major tourist sites in Jordan. 

Rasmqsspn, conducted an. inspection 
tour to Jordan last year, praised the gener- 
ous and cheerful nature of Jordanians and 


their warm hospitality towards visitors. 

He also said Chat Europeans are fed up 
witli traditional beach resorts, and that 
they are more interested now in visiting 
ancient civilizations and cultures. 

He praised the role of the Late King 
Hussein in acquainting the world with 
Jordan's natural, cultural and humanitarian 
potentials. 

He said the - Late King's reputation 
repialns the 'main ' mptlve behind 
.Europeans' . inteirest in visiting Joidan. 


"People all over Europe watched the funer- 
al and they were Impressed by the distin- 
guished relationship between the Late King 
and his people," he added. 

On Che other hand, Jordan Ambassador 
to Germany Hussein Hammam who attend- 
ed the press conference said , that Jordan 
. has invested a lot in the infrastructure nec- 
, essary for the tourism industry. He. 
: sttessed that all measures are being taken 
to facilirete visit procedures and provide 
tourists with Cop quality ser>dces. y.-. 


BRITISH DELEGATION 
VISITS ZEITUNAH 

PRESIDENT OF AL ZEITUNAH University, Aiiniad Salih recffisd h 
academic delegation representing twelve British Universities. 

Salih briefed the delegation on the University's achievemeni 
the number of students enrolled at its dilTerent faculties, arl 
plans to develop ciirricula and initialc new programs. 

Salih said the University's philosophy is to open up to oihei 
human cultures and serve the local society. 

He added that the University pays special attention ro theexpe- 
rience of other academic institutions, and encourages exchanp 
programs. 

Hie delegation spoke of British Universities admission polices 
for post-graduate studies. It toured the various families and 
vices available at the University — Petra. 


STRENGTHENINO 
PARLIAMENTARY TIBS BETWEIH 
JORDAN AND BRITAIN 

DEPUTY NAYEP MOI.A, Member of the Arab and Internaiimil 
AfTalrs Coiiiinircee, received in Parliament Saturday Adriaa 
Sliulal, liead of tlie Arab-Eritlsll Center in London and Headd 
the British Council for Research Overseas. 


The meeting discu.ssod the prospect of exchanging 


visits uii 


experience between Jordanian Parliamentarians and 
British counterparts with tlie aim of strengthening p.arliam**' 
tary ties between the two sides. — 


GUVS LEFT 

A DELEGATION FROM the General Union of Voluntary 
(GUVS) headed by Secretary General of the union Mohanjnwd^ 
V^rdam have left Amman for Cajro on a ten-ddy visit 
to an invitation from the Catholic Relief" Organisadon- . , 
During thevl5it,the delegation will look into the Egypti(li ^ 
rience in the field of income , generating small 

wqnien|s experience in these projects and i 


[riUBCtn fijrces remain on alert." 

Tiwps were readied for possible 
iction on Friday after units observed 
liwli helicopters over Beirut and 
oijiwireas In north and east Lebanon, 
liiad has occupied various parts of 
[tbawHi since 1978 and In 1 985 set up 
yinii^rrilla buffer zone above its 
i.jnhem border. 

Prime Minister Salim Al.Hoss said m 
i sutenienti "Hie heavy hovering of 
lifadi warplanes over Lebanon last 
ftigbi shows Israel's determination to 
tiolaie Lebanon's sovereignty, scaring 
paceful inhabitants, mainly women, 
olii people and children." 

'Israel is deluded if it thinks that 
wch pressure might weaken our.deter- 
minaiion or our insistence on its 
unconditional withdrawal from 
Lebanon," 

inhlARJAYOUN, a pro-lsracIi miiitia- 
nan was slightly wounded by a gucril- 
li bomb in Israel's south Lebanon 
occupation zone'on Saturday, a militia 
security source said. 

The bomb was planted near the 
% of the central sector of the zone, 
along the road to the Sojod outpost of 
istael's Local ally, the South Lebanon 
the source said. 

A spokesman In Beirut for Hizbollah 
ilhe Party of 'God) said the guerrilla 
group had planted the bomb. 

Twenty-one years since Israeli 
first marched into Lebanon, the 
country • which nearly tore itself apart 
harivil war • remains the last bloody 
^efield in the Arab-lsraeli conflict 
Lebanon 


today of the 1978 Israeli invasion, the 
first in a scries of violent military 
incursions that left eight percent of 
Lebanese territory occupied. 

The tiny eastern Mediterranean Arab 
country lacks the means to do much 
more than mark tliese anniversaries 
and continue to call for an uncondi- 
tional Israeli pullout from southern 
Lebanon. 

But mounting Israeli casualties 
inflicted by Lebanese resistance move- 
ments, mainly Hizbollah. have given 
tlie Israelis food for thought about the 
benefits of maintaining their occupa- 
tion of soutli Lebanon. 

Lebanon has also taken center stage 
in the campaigning for Israel’s May 
general elections after seven Israelis 
were killed in south Lebanon within a 
week, including the top Israeli general 
there. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s main riv.il, Labor Party 
loader Eliud Barak, lias vowed that 
within a year, he would pull Israeli 
forces out of tlie “Lebanese quagmire" 
where more tli,in 1.200 Israeli troops 
have died since 1978. 

Israel is ready to negotiate a troop 
withdrawal from Lebanon if the 
Lebanese side agrees to discuss securi- 
ly arrangements, the prime minisier s 
office said Iasi week. 

Hcirut fears that any t.ilk of a unilat- 
eral Israeli retreat may be only cam- 
paign rhetoric. 

Israel launched Operation Liianl, its 
first large-scale offensive into 
Lebanon, on March 14, 1978, allegedly 
to protect its northern territories from 
cross-border attacks by Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) guerril- 


las, 


Despite the adoption that year of UN 
Security Council Resolution 425, which 
calls for an immediate Israeli retreat, 
the Jewish state kept forces 


In 1982. Israel again Invaded 
Lebanon in Operation Peace for 
Galilee, this time occupying Beirut at 
the height of the 1975-1990 Lebanese, 
civil war • the first time Israeli forces 
had seized an Arab capital. 

Israeli forces crushed the Syrian air 
force in several hours, and ejected 
Syrian troops and PLO guerrillas from 
the Lebanese capital. 

Unable to conclude a peace treaty 
with Lebanon in 1983, Israel became 
increasingly concerned about troop 
losses and, withdrew to its current 
buffer zone along the Israeli border in 
1985. 

Lebanese guerrillas, mostly from tlie 
Iranian* and Syrian-backed Hizbollah, 
began repeatedly firing on northern 
Israel in response to Israeli strikes that 
harmed civilians in southern Lebanon. 

After the launch of the Middle East 
peace process in Madrid in 1991 and 
Israel's accords with the Palestinians in 
1993 and 1995 and Jordanians in 1994. 
southern Lebanon remained a battle- 
ground for a proxy war between Syria 
and Israel, and Iran and Israel. 

In 1993. Israel staged its week-long 
■'Operation Accountability" onslaught 
in Lebanon after a series of rocket 
attacks by the well-equipped 
Hizbollah. 

Hiree years Inter. Ismcl launched its 
Operation Crapes of Wrath, which left 
175 people, mostly civilians, dead in 
17 days of relentless air, sea and 
ground attacks that went as far ns the 
suburbs of Beirut. 

Throughout. Israel has insisted it has 
no dispute with the Beirut government 
and no territorial designs on Lebanon. 

Alrlioiigli Netanyaliu has offered to 
withdraw Israeli troops and accepted 
UN Resolution 425 last year, he contin- 
ues to Insist chat Lebanon provide 
security guarantees in exchange. 

His offer has been rebuffed by Beirut 
and its powerful neighbor Damascus 


iff 



which sent troops into Lebanon during 
the civil war and now dominates the 
country, with 35,000 troops based on 
75 percent of Lebanese soil. 

Lebanon and Syria, whose own 
peace talks with Israeli were broken off 
in 1996. maintain that- UN Resolution 


425 calls for an unconditional Israeli 
retreat, and that nothing less will do. 

The two also insist on a complete 
Israeli withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, which the Jewish state cap- 
tured from Syria- during the 1967 
Middle East war. 


titlitflOlNCE ISRAEL'S FIRST 
INVASION OF LEBANON 


(AFP) — Lebanon marks 
the 21st year of Israeli 
^ occupation on its soil 
the Jewish state says It 
a "security zone" to prt>- 
^ Hs own northern territoiy 
^sttacks. . 

in the occupation 
1978 

14! 25.000 Israeli sol- 
^ invade south Lebanon, 
between 200 and 400 
000 people 

“Rte UN .Security 
adopts Resolution .425 
WoystheUNInterini Forte. 
J^n(UNIRg.^vlioset>«§. 
been renewed every six 


montlis, 

1982 

- June 6: Israel launches the 
"Operation Peace for Galilee" 
invasion. 

- Aug. 1: Israeli troops capture 
Beirut airport after a two-mpnth 
siege of the Lebanese capital. 

• Aug. 15 to Sept. 3: PLQ leafier. 

^sser .Araftit and 11.000 
Palestinian guerrillas are evacuat- 
ed from Beirut. ./ 

• Sept. 15! Isrdpli troops enter 
Wfest Beirut. Syrian troops, puH 

. back after a tank .and, air tattle 
witli Israeli spIdierS. ; 

; :-SepL'T7-18!li500 Palestinian 

.cMliaris are massaCied;ln 

.. Sbbra aiid Shatilfi refbgeb -canlM 
by:cHrlstlaftmilltiamett, w 


commission of Inquiry, accuses 
the Jewish state of "Indirect 
responsibility," 

' The Israeli .Invaslpn leaves 

i 20,000 people dead and 30.000 
wounded, accoidinji to an official 
Lebanetotoll. 

. 1985 

' -junej Israeli troops complete 
a.' phased pulltadt -to. an .850- 
sqtiarekilometer "fiecurjiy zphe^' 
in southern Letanort controlled 
by Israel and* its proxy militia,, the 

j. Squthletahon Army (SLA). , . , 

1 ' j'uly 'aS: Sheik 'Abdul: Karim 

! JiObeia/aShlite MusUrn resistance 
■ l^er, is jddnapped ft^m south 
. L^anph'ln'in Jsraell 

,>ral(l.-y-..-.: • ' 


Iranian- and Syrian-backed 
Hizbollah guerrillas seek the 
release of Obeld. whom . Israel 
regaids as a bargaining chip for 
aviator Ron Arad, who disap- 
peared In Lebanon in 1986. 

1992 • 

- I^b. ,16: Hizbollah Secretary 
General Abbas Moussawl is assas- 
sinated ta Israeli commandos in 
southern Lebanon. ' 

1993 ' I ..' . •• .' 

r July 25-31: Israel launches 
"Operation Accounttblll^" 

against Hizjmliahi.guerrillas in 
Lebanon. .Some. 130 people, 

: mostly Lebanese civilians, are 
killed, in a >^k of fighting and 
■hundreds of thousands flee' their 
homes. 


1996 

• April 11: Israel launches 
"Operation Grapes of Wrath’' 
against Hizbollah. leaving 175 
people dead and 351 injured, 
mostly civilians. 105 civilians 
were killed In Israeli shelling of a' 
UN camp In Cana. 

- April 26: A ceasefire accord is 
. reached and a monitoring cqm- 
mittee comprising R-ance, Israel, 

. Lebanon, '^fda a.hd the United 

States'ls established in August/ 

• 1997 - 

. 1 Sept: 5:>rael sufibrs'a s^re 

ihiiitaiy deltat , when M2' dUte 
commandos' are kill^' ln a failed 
raid nbrth of the decupled '£one- 
Some 73 Israeli soldiers die jri a 
mid-air helicopter Cbjlisloi): on 


their way to south Lebanon. 

1998 

-April I ; Israel’s "security cabi- 
net' Approves Resolution 425 on 
condition that Lebanon provides 
secu'r!^ guarantees for the boi^. 
der with Israfel. . ‘ 

1999 

- Feb. 23: Three Israeli offlcersi' 
including tlze head of an elite 
paretrbop unit, are' killed. |n- a' 

: Hizbollah ambusix ifl! tliO=bprder 
tone, .• • r’ ’ • 

I . .- Feb.;: 28; -Brigadier Gewerel’ 

Erez. Clerstein, . tii& Jiightat-rpnk-; 

/ Ing Isrifell 'officer, to die in 
Lebaiton since .1982, Is ai^on^ 

'.' four MraellA killed In a HUbptah ^ 
; '.bombing. 
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PERTH, Australia (AFP) — An Indonesian fisiting boat skipper has 
been jailed for almost four years after being cauglit smuggling 
human cargo into Australia, reports here said Friday. Siianian Ben 
Tasar, 53, pleaded guilty in the Christmas island Magistrate’s 
Court to charges of putting to sea in a dangerous vessel and 
endangering the lives ofhls crew and 13 boat people. Christmas 
island, south of Java, in the Indian Ocean, is administered by 
Australia. Tasar was sentenced Friday to three years, 1 1 months 
jail, while two of his crew, JarnadI Ben Ham, 33, and Dede jono, 
22, were jailed for 16 months. They arrived at Christmas Island 
last month with 13 boat people, nine Iraqis and four Algerians, 
on board their fishing boat. The boat people liave been trans- 
ferred to a detention center at Port Hedland, in the north-west of 
Western Australia, where they are being questioned by Australian 
officials before a decision is made about their fiimres. 


MONTEVIDEO (AFP) — The government of Egypt on Friday asked 
Uruguay to turn .over Egyptian national and alleged teirorist Al 
Said Hassan All Mohammad Mukhlis, officials said. Mukhlis, 31 , is 
wanted by Egyptian authorities in connection with several ter- 
rorist attacks in his native country, as well as for planning attacks 
on British embassies in Europe, Uruguayan offidals said. He has 
been held here in preventative detention for the past 32 days, 
after being arrested for using a fake Malaysian passport in Chuy, 
340 kilometers east ofhere. 


MANAMA (AFP) — Spain's Crown Prince Felipe met tlie new emiri 
of Bahrain, Slieik Hamad Ben Issn Al Khalifa, here on Saturday, the 
official news agency C!NA said, it said tlic prince delivered a nies- 
sage of condolences from King junn Carlos for the death of the 
race emir. Sheik Issa Ben Salman Al Khalifa, who died ofa heart 
attack on March 6. Prince Felipe, ^vllO has also visited Jordan, was 
due to travel on to Saudi Arabia for a three-day stay. In Madrid, 
El Pais newspaper reported Saturday chat Spain was negotiating 
an arms deal worth between $327 million and $458 million for 
the sale of armored vehicles to the Saudi kingdom. 


PiririjkZiMUiB Vi i [» li KH'ii PT 


CAIRO (AP) — ThirQf-four people, including 21 children, were 
hospitalized with food poisoning after eating rice pudding at a 
wedding, a police official said Saturday. The guests were hospi- 
talized after a wedding ceremony Friday in Al Kettaya village just 
south of Cairo, said the official, who spoke on customary condi- 
tion of anonymity. Mustafa Hemdan and his bride, Hanan 
Mohammad, did not eat the pudding and did not fall sick. The 
hospitalized guests were expected to be released Inter Saturday. 
A police lab is testing the pudding. 
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BAHRAIN'S NEW EMIR VOWS 
TO FOLLOW IN FATHER'S FOOTSTEPS 


Sheik Hamad said he would restoration of parliament, 
discriminate between the His- father. Sheik ls< 


of Bahrain, regardless of Salman Al Khalifa, died ofa hcnit 
bllow in the footsteps ofhls late their origins or confession," in attack the previmis S.iturday at 
ather who led the Gulf state for reference to Shiite Muslims who the age of 05. He mied Bahrain 
ilmost four decades. have agitated 

In his first address to the lTTTSBacSs«-.^4 ,i,-- „ 

\IKMWMAKIRS rORCE 
. |lji|;;;3ilf'AR'f|lfcl.ERY DEAL 

forced another delay 

iSabireiay'jp;the Chliffstate’s purchase ofa $436 mil- 

Iloh US arli|lpiy sygtcfn by referring it to the Finance and l-conomic 


J!‘ariiaihei)tQrian^ have been trying for nine inomlis lu block tlie 
has been the subject of an unravorahlo report by the 
state's financial watchdog. 

a 15.5 nim scir-pro|)ellod 
^pWii.ns the M 109 A6 cannon, should be upgriuled 
a technical (ominlttce’s recominciuiations 
slgtietj. 


. ^ , jlllto.Ktiwntt lost weeKi US Defence Socretniy Wiilijm 
feic.hopefbl that Kuwait would resolve Its 
(he A$ ramioh CO' realize the 
jhs)dn^ the world 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahrain's new 
Emir, Sheik Hamad Ben Issa Al 
Khalifa, vowed on Saturday to 
follow in the footsteps ofhis late 
father who led the Gulf state for 
almost four decades. 

In his first address to the 
nation since taking over on 
March 6, Sheik Hamad also paid 
tribute to his uncle. Prime 
Minister Sheik Klialifa Ben 
.Salman Al Khalifa, in an apparent 
sign that he would stay on in the 
post. 

"We will follow the line laid 
down jby the fonner Einir| and 
reach out to all those who woik 
for the good of Balirain, botli 
inside and outside the country," 
Sheik Hamad said on state televi- 
sion. 

"But we will defend Bahrain 
and prevent it from coming to 
harm with tlie same detemiina- 
tion and will, whatever the sacri- 
fices," he said, without mention 
ofa territorial dispute widi Qatar. 


or SAUBi 
ARABIA 

killed ia 

AFOHANISUi 

•WBUL-AN ARAB 
Madinah Munawwiid. 
killed as iw jJ 
along with iht Tj J 
the Qil'ah Murad 
Darbii-I-M'umln nom* 
reported today, 

The prince had nnai 
home with the wiMmi 
of the Soviet imopi 
Afghanistan, the mti 
newspaper which ng,: 

sents Taliban's stand*' 

Exploring his n®|! 
back to join theTafbmi 
paper said, "thene»s4ii 
the fruits of the Hj(p! 

long Jihad were beii|«Bi 
ed by the same leaders ilt 
had figured piimlssen^tj 
the formerJihadwssiW 




p^ESTINIANS PRAISE NEW 
US STANCE ON SETTLEMENTS 


about the emergenceoith 

Taliban 

movemfni fa 

returned 

0 Afghanisunft 


Taliban fouglit the 


adding that, "lasiw^Btd 


opposition troops, 



SYRIAN STUDENTS MARCH IN CELEBRATiOH 
OF ASSAD'S NEW TERM 


ISLAMABAD (DPA) — Pakistan Saturday called for the uncondi- 
tional and complete pullout of the Israeli troops from southern) 
Lebanon. "Wfe are concerned over the continuing occupation ofl 
south Lebanon by fsrael in flagrant violation of the United 
Nations diarter and UN Security Council resolution 425,’’ a|. 
Foreign Office spokesman said in a statement in expression of) 
solidarity with Lebanon on‘2lst anniversary of Israeli occupation 
ofits southern part. He said Israeli occupation ofSouth Lebanon 
also runs counter to international efforts to carry forward the 
Middle East peace process. "Pakistan reiterates its steadfast sup ' 
port for Lebanon's right to regain its territory and defend Its tep 
rltorial integrity, sovereignty and political independence," the 
official said. ^ ^ 


DAMASCUS (AFP) -r- 
. Tliousands of students, in car- 
nival costumes and school uni- 
forms, ‘marched through 
. Damascus Saturday In celebra- 
tion of the begiiinlng of 
President Hafez Al Assad's fifeh 
term In office. 

The marchers, led by stu- 
dents clad In their uniforms 
and wearing pictures of Assad, 
his deceased son Basil and 
remaining son Bashar, con- 
verged on the city center. They 
were followed by others wear- 
ing costumes who sang and 
danced. 

'Assad, who was re-elected 
Feb. 10 with more than 99 per- 
cent of the vote, began his 
new term Saturday. He has 
ruled Syria ,d>r almost three, 
.decades. 
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wnmED JERUSALEM (R) - gro'"'<i 

S National Authority (PNA) US 
£l5 on Saturday welcomed descrlb 
^ by US envoy Dennis Ross ohsta, 

rflnjjewish settlement activity Paloi 

a -m detmictlve to the pursuit of is lileg 
bill said more action against accord 
was needed. refrain 

Ws statements on settlement acts w 
^ were positive, but we would perma 
ike 10 see US action against settle- The; 
a(n(s,-said Ahmad Abdul Rahman, • States 
it pt«s cabinet secretary. Israel 

• isTKli Prime Minister Benjamin tion o 
I Heunyihu's communications chief, in the 
! Dflid Bar-lllan, refused to comment ^ Ros: 
i umbettier Ross's remarks marked a time 1 
' BJstwr US policy on the settlement peace 
« Palest 

He said Israel would continue set- eral « 
ilaoMit expansion in the West Bank have 
ind Cats Strip in order "to accommo- took 
due ihe natural needs and the natur- Ros 
il powth' of Israelis living there. of sta 

nwre should be no more objection laten 
ili3t than to the continued building Palesi 
the villages and towns of the Arab nego 
popobtion in the same areas," Bar- Na' 
lilin told Reuters. pni’Ui 

ta 8 telephone interview from Ross' 
Wnlungion, itoss cold Reuters on cry t> 
! settlement activity ns tions 
«ei| destructive to the pursuit of nize 
pHce precisely because it predeter- hoot 
and prejudges what ought to be “V 
Ame 

ve don't sec any issue they 
^ (he permanent status being Regs 
resolved either by unilateral declara- state 
tlwa or b y unilateral moves on the it's 

ARAFAT 
SENTENCE 

^ (R) — Palestinian President Yasser 
^at has promised to review a death 
swience that unleashed two days of 
riots in the Gaza Strip, a member 
Arafat's Fatah movement said on 
hturday. 

Mahmoud Hussein said Arafat made 
pledge at a meeting late on Friday 
^ political and clan leaders from the 
l^ihern city of Rafah, where two 
'w^tiian teenagers were shot dead In 
*'uh« with police and at least 83 peo- 
hurt. 

hoisein said Arafat had also ordered 
release of Palestinians detained iii 
riots and told relatives of the two 
_ « youths he would declare them 
of the Palestinian revolution," 

_ 'UIng their families to financial sup- 
port, • ■ 

Nee chief Ghazl Al Jaball said all 35 
i would be freed except for four 
Were behind the incitement 
^thesfe are . well-known to the; 

Intelligence and are knoWn 
Iwitlj Israel) . 

soft, ® conference about. 
H rtoters had be^n incited by a 
collaboratqrs who try to Inflame 


ground," he said. i 

US officials have until now 
described Jewish settlements as an 
"obstacle to peace." 

Palestinians say settlement aaivlty 
is illegal and violates the 1993 Oslo 
accord that calls for both sides to 
refrain from undertaking unilateral 
acts which prejudge the outcome of 
permanent status talks. 

They say they want the United 
States to suspend loan guarantees to 
Israel if It does not freeze construc- 
tion of settlements on occupied lands 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Ross said the US would try to set a 
time limit on the conclusion of a final 
peace deal between Israel and the 
Palestinians after Israel's May 17 gen- 
eral election. Talks on a final peace 
have been dormant since Netanyahu 
took office in mid-1996. 

Ross said a Palestinian declaration 
of statehood on May 4 would be a uni- 
lateral declaration, and that a 
Palestinian state should emerge from 
negotiations. 

Nabil Amr, Palestinian minister of 
parliamentary affairs, welcomed 
Ross's remark that Washington would 
try to speed up final status negotia- 
tions. but called For the US to recog- 
nize the Palestinian right to state- 
hood. 

"We would like to see the Reuters 
Americans change tlleir views on wliat Arafa 



Arabcip Shawamroh, center, passes a bailding black to an Israeli peace 
West Bank village of Annota, east of Jerusalem, Saturday. About ISO peace activists 
ULTpedTn rlbui?dlng Palestinian bouses in three ditlorent areas that were demolished by 
Israeli gooupying guthorilies claiming that they had no permits. 


Arafat has said he reserves the right 


Palestine Liberation Organization. — 

He faces strong pressure from the ^iai talks in Washington set for March 
United States, the European Union ^3 between President Bill Clinton anti 
and soaae Arab countries to delay such Yasser Arafat on 

a step, given the impact it could have 

on the outcome of Israel's election. the issue of£Palcstinianjtale^^^ 

ARAFAT ARRIVES IN 
SAUDI ARABIA FOR 
^TS INDEPENDENCE TALKS 

GAZA CITY .(DPA) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
Tom Europe arrived in Saudi Arabia Saturday for two day of talks with 
day and said leaders on his plans to declare a Palestinian state in 

to Rafah. and the West Bank on May 4. chief Palestinian negotia- 

in of the lack 5aei, Erekat said Friday. Tlie Palestinian leader was 

and its insti- „eeivcd at the airport by Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud 
illow nobody 

: Palestinian Before Arafat holds talks on the same subject with US 
■arlisntentary BH, j-iiptop on, March 23. "he-wlll visit Russia; And 

er s canin p„„ee, as part of hls- consultations with world leaders con- 
clde whether cerningTthA state :<Jetlare,i|<ih,t .Erekat, tpld reporters ffttr lhe 

tg to execute 'weekly ineMliig of, the .Pa(estiiila 
ilgher nation- dflbitief--. • •; 

m people." ; >l6it.ied<i^rs have adylSed:Arafat;t,p;,postpone .declara- 

sath sentence tlph pf^indepepdehce MndL'after. the elections In Israel. 

rt. He has the hbt"*rea'son{|ljile toirjiake tHe ljjsUe^f declaring, 

sentence and ahd .resuhiing tKeipew^yfoceSs a-hp^ 

jsrael) igoyernqftferttvh'^tfd^d' 'b^; Benjainl^ 

From entering • ' 

It were escort- J 

typolicecWef .ibJ 
.purdai.ni after. . 

, back to nor- 


Ross made liis remarks iihcad of cm- 


ry consid7 unilateral actions, to declare an independent Palestuuao 
Regareling declaration of Palestinian state on May 4 the end o a five-ye^ 
statehood, this is not a unilateral act. intenm period la,d ■‘own " the Oslo 

it's a Palestinian right." Amt told accords between Israel and the 


TO REVIEW DEATH 
THAT IGNITED RIOTS 


passions and cliange the course of 
events." 

He said that during the second day ot 
rioting 24 Palestinian policemen wete 
wounded by protesters' stones. 

The disturbances were among the 
worst communal violence In the Gaza 
Strip since the Impoverished territory 
gained self-rule In:. 1994 under 
Palestinlan-lsraeli Interim pesce accords. 

They followed a decision by a 
Palestinian security court on Wednesday 
to sentence one man, Raed Al Attar, to 
death by firing squad and two others to 
long prison- terms for the killing. In 
February of a security official. . - . , 

Protesters and rights groups Say the. 
men, all members of t|ie Palestinian 
security service and former: attivists in 
■the Islamic group Hsmas,.'vkere, denied a 
fair trial, fjiey have urged Arafat, to Stay 
the execution. , .. ..... 

"The president told Us, that he has . 
■ decided to reconsider the decision of the 
court, Husselp, the .Fatah 'secretary In 
• Rafah, told Reutirs. '“The president |ia.s 
, ordeied an urgent.lrtyesjlgation nto the 
unfortunate .events- in the 
punish thase who: cpllsed the kljjlngrof 


the two martyrs." 

Arafat returned to Gaza from Europe 
to deal with the crisis on Friday and said 
hls forces had restored calm to Rafah. 

"There was a total rejection of the lack 
of respect for the Authority and its insti- 
tutions. The Authority will allow nobody 
to spread sedition in the Palestinian 
community," Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs Nabil Amr said after a cabinet 
meeting. 

■ He said Arafat would decide whether 
to approve the court's ruling to execute 
Attar on the basis of "the higher nation- 
al Interests of the Palestinian people." 

Arafat has to ratify any death sentence 
passed by a Palestinian court. He has the 
power to commute Such a sentence and 
' can also order a retrial. , 

' Journalists were barfed from entering 
' Rafah during the clashes but were escort- 
ed there on Friday by deputy police chief 
.Brigadier-General Salim Al Purdaini after 
they died down: : 

■The situation' is getting back- to nor^ 

: mal but not fillly^ Bufdnini said. “It Is 
deaf that Islamic extremists are Inciting 
the people against the Palestinian 

,.?Autt|<|.rlW" 












EGYPT ASKS US 
TO STOP BOMBING IRAQ 


MARCH 14 , 1999 — ThiE ffli 


CAIRO (AFP). — Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak has asked the United Slates to 
stop its relentless bombing raids agahist 
Iraq's air defenses, Foreign Minister Amr 
Mussa said here Saturday. 

“We cannot accept these almost daily 
raids against Iraq, nor the UN Security 
Council's inaction on this issue," Mussa 
told Journalists after meeting Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat Abdul Meguld. 


'The Security Council must move and 
study this issue, because maintaining this 
situation is dangerous," he added. 

Mussa said Mubarak outlined the 
Egyptian stand when he met with US 
Secretary of Defense William Cohen in 
Cairo on Thursday. “Such is Mubarak’s 
position and our. position is clean We 
believe they are unjustified actions which 
achieve nothing and must not continue.” 


Mussa stressed the need for Baghdad to 
cooperate with the UN Special 
Commission charged with overseeing the 
dismantling of Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The foreign minister said the raids 
which “Iraq is submitted to in the north 
and south undermine the country's sover- 
eignty and security." 





Pi#:: 


US KC-10A Extender refueling three F/A-18 Hornets from Strike Fighter 
Squadron Nine Four (VFA-94) and an E/A-6B Prowler from Electronic 
Counter Measures Squadron One Three Five (VAQ-135) over the Arabian 
Gulf. These aircraft are conducting missions in support of the United 
Nations No-Fly xone over southern Iraq, Operation Southern Watch. 


BARZANI: KURDS LOOK TO 
BAGHDAD FOR SETTLEMENT 

'Oppesllion Incapable of playing a maier role in changes' 


DUBAI (AFP) — An Iraqi Kurdish leader said 
he was seeking a settlement with Baghdad 
and doubted the opposition was capable of 
toppling President Saddam Hussein, in an 
interview published on Saturday. 

"Our dialogue with Baghdad is still going 
on and has never been broken," Massud 
Barzaiii, leader of tiie Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), told the London-based Arabic 
newspaper Al Hayat. 

“We need to turn to Baghdad for a set- 
tlement to the Kurdish issue, because 
mutual understanding between the two 
'sides is die only way to reach a Just and sta- 
bfe peace," he said. 

Barzaiii said the bpposicion would “prob- 


ably remain incapable of playing a major 
role in transformations and changes 
because of Its divisions and disagreements 
over a dear program." 

"We believe the opposition will unite 
when it is free of regional and internation- 
al influences," he said, in reference to US 
support for the Iraqi opposition in exile. 

BarzanI said the KDP had explained to 
the United States Chat It was “responsible 
for the fate of our people and can therefore 
not act like an opposition in exile." 

On Thursday Irpq's ruling Baath party 
called for Kurdish, factions In the north of 
the country'to rid themselves of U$ influ- 
ence and reach a "^peacefol Solution” ro the 


issue of power-sharing with Baghdad. 

The KDP and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) have controlled northern Iraq in defi- 
ance of Baghdad since the 1991 Gulf War. 
Iraqi Kurdistan has had a degree of autono- 
my since 1974. 

US and British warplanes patrol the skies 
of northern Iraq to provide a security 
umbrella for the Kurds against Saddam's 
forces. 

The allies have carried out almost dally 
attacks in the northern “no-fly" zone and a 
similar exclusion zone in southern Iraq, 
since December, as Iraq challenges, the 
overflights with its air defoiises. ' 


IRAQ TURNS 
FRENCH INITIATli 


rSAllV — MARCH 14, 1999 


'"ARAb kewST 


BAGHDAU (AFP) - Iraq l,»s u,r,K.d do™, , Fre„d, 
at dofosing the enais .n t,« will, the United 
nesert Pox nir war, an olticial daily said Saturday. 
Rabel. which is run l>y Pivsident Saddam Hu., 


j joluraay, 

I,y Pivsident Saddam Hussela'., 

Uday, said tliai certain points" of the iniliailve would 
steel vice on Ira<|, allowing its enemies to prolona ih.X' 
hut in ti new way." s w 

The UN Security Coilneil is expected to "modify dit 
ject, witli a lew minor concessions, so as to oerainl,S; 
accept," according to Babel. “ 

The Security Council was "spurred on by the Tact dal ^ 
ject was siibinitted by a country which has quite miiia 
with iraq," the newspaper said. ™ 

But, it said, ii-iiq's “wise leadership lias realized thetlik 
and that's wliy our position is to rcrusc this plan.'liaWsS' 
is to demand "a total lining of tlie embargo becaustlii»E 
has any justilication," Babel said, renewing its stand duii£ 
lias already been disarmed in keeping with UN resolntloi^ 
Prance latinclied an initkitive to lift the oil embaigo,wiitij^ 
revenues kept under strict supervision, while setting qiiHiil 
tern of long-term monitoring of Iraqi arms pragmas Fial 
Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine said last week dmtilbiB! 
being held with Baghdad on the initiative. 


THIRTEEN PEOPLE, 
INCLUDING THREE BABIU, 
KILLED IN ALGERIA 

ALGIERS (AP) — Armed attJickers have killed 13 people, inchutj 
three infants, in the past two days, an Algerian m^ia npoitfrl 
Saturday. 

The three babies along with three other villagers had lit 
tliroats slit ovcrniglit Friday near Tipaza about 100 kiloiMUi 
west of Algiers, Algerian Public Television said, citing a 
nique from tlic security rorce.s. 

Tlircc members of a single family were killed Thursday ik« A.' 
Defla. a town about IU(l kiiumeiers southwest of theAlgeriitiki;i 
ital, tlie French-language daily l.iheric reported. 

The newspaper also said a town guard had been Ediled ntarTitr 
Oiizuu on llmrsday and n member of the Rally for Cultures! 
Democracy Party was killed Friday. Libette reported pa'o oibf 
killings as well. 

No one claimed re.spctiisibiltLy for the killings, which coiiieikr.: 
a munti) before Algeria lu>lds presidential elections. 

Such killings aiv often lilamed on Islamic militants. 

More tiinn an esrimatecl 7.1,000 people liave been killed 
Islamic insurgency erupted in 1992 aOer The militarybKWl^ 
eminent canceled elections that the now banned Islamic SM'i 
Front was set to win. 


CANADIANS IN 
FRIENDLY LAND AFTEI 
HOSTILE DESEET 

ABU Dl lAIII IK) — Three r.iiinellnn adventurers who 
trek across tlie scorching desert of Arabia's 
into friendly terrain on Saturdiiy when they were received by 
UAE bead of state. At 

President Sheik Zald lien Sultan Al Naliayati, * 
desert before oil wealth transformed his country, greets 
at an Abu Dhabi race triick. j, 

"He came down to meet us at Al Vfethba race ^ j 
went up to his palace. He was very gracious," mW Le^ 
33-year-old lawyer. , 

The team spent about two hours 
the diOIculties they faced during , their' journey- 
knows what we had gone through," Clarke s3ld..*5 . 

The team, who are experienced niounaln^.i^ ^^f^^ 
.the first Westerners to cross th*; 
since British explorer Sir Wilfred 
: Guided by three men from the. piilf^ 

^aip battled sirorching leriipefatMi^s-O.rMR 
sand storms and eyen rain stdrms/^^^^^"^ 






li 


(fILES) On Ihis photo doled 14 lAorth 1998 Morotton King 
Hassan II (C) poses with his new Prime Minister Abderrohmane 
Youssouli (2nd L) and other members of the government. The 
government of socialist Abderrahmne Yoossoufi, a formr leading 
lijurc of the Moroccan opposition, is celebrating today its first 
onniversnry. The government has the task to put in place the 
(hnngeover in Moroccan politics. 


SIX SUDANIS! 

QOVIRNMBNT 
SOLDIERS KILLED, 
REBELS SAY 

CAIRO (AFP) — Six Sudanese 
government soldiers were 
killed and 17 wounded when 
rebel forces launched a 
counter-attack, the rebels said 
in a statement received here 
Saturday. 

The National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) of southern and 
northern rebels struck back 
Thursday at government 
troops who had launched an 
attack the night before in the 
Abu Gaddaf region of the Blue 
Nile state, the NDA said. 

The fighting lasted 24 hours 
and allowed the NDA to repel 
the government attack and 
“force the enemy to flee" after 
having killed six soldiers and 
wounded 17 others. 

“The NDA forces continued 
their advance and destroyed 
an enemy base before return- 
ing to their positions without 
suffering any losses," the 
alliance said. 


PALESTINIAN BOY SHOT 
IN HEAD IN CLASHES 
NEAR JERUSALEM 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — A seven-year old Palestinian boy underwent 
suigery for a liead wound on Saturday after being hit by a rubber- 
coated steel bullet fired by Israeli troops during clashes in a village 
north ofjeiusalem. residents said. 

After the operation for a fracture to the skull, doctors at Ramallah 
hospital described the condition of Assaf Hussein Audi Al Barghuti 
as stable. 

Barghuti was wounded during sporadic clashes on Friday mgnt in 
the village of Deir Abu Mishal from wliere he was taken to hospital, 
villagers said. , . ,. 

Deir Abu Mishal is the scene of frequent clashes between Israeli 
troops and Palestinians as residents stone cars belonging to Israelis 
on their way to nearby Jewish settlements. 


UNICEF PROPOSES PLAN 
TO STAIAP OUT SLAVERY IN SUDAN 


ISRAELI POLICE 
INVESTIGATES ATTEMPTS 
TO BRIBE POLITICIANS 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israeli police said on Saturday they 
were investigating attempts by foreign criminals to bribe politicians 
contesting the coming elections. 

■*V\te know that large amounts of money are being injerted into 
Israel in order to acquire lpolitical[ Influence," Commander Yossi 
Sedboii. the head of the police investigation unit, told Israel ^dio. 

A police unit dealing with international crime was investigating 
the transfer to Israel of criminally acquired funds in order to buy 
political favors, he said. . . l • i 

He said it was not clear whether the police could obtain enough 
evidence to charge suspects. 


CEflEVA (AFP) — UNICEF has proposed to 
(be government of Sudan, a plan of action 
iQ combat slavery, considering that efforts 
b)’ non-governmental organizations to buy 
buk slaves from trafllckers. was not the 
Vityio stamp out the scourge. 

Ust month, Sudan invited UNICEF to 
knesdgate the phenomenon of slavery on 
^territory, following widespread reports 
the Swiss-based NGO, Christian 
^luiirity international, buying back thoii- 


.... established and on-going slave trade 
Sudan. UNICEF hopes to cooperate effec- 
tively with the government of Sudan and 
other interested members of the Interna- 
tional community," Bellamy said. 

The plan calls for a "firm commitment 
from all those directly and indirectly 
«iunnty international, buying bacit tnoii- responsible, to end the slave trade in 

anis of slaves in order to give them back Sudan, freedom of movement for interna- 

tber freedom. tional verifiers, full support for retrieval. 

In her reply, the executive director of tracing and reunification programs ensur 
II^ICEF, Carol Bellamy set four objectives to ing that enslaved people are reunited wit i 
the enslavement of women and their families 


n Sudan where a civil war has been going the repurchase of slaves by NCOS because 
1, for more than a decade. the "sad truth" was that such actions would 

“Now that there Is irrefutable evidence of not put an end to slavery. 


UNICEF, the United Nations children’s 
fund, said the main cause of enslavement 
was the civil war which has raged in Sudan 
for more than 16 years and has left some 
two- million dead and displaced another 
four million people. 

UNICEF said most of the slaves were 
abducted In the southern province of Bahr 
Al Chaza! but it had no precise figures for 
the number of people concerned. 

Most of the kidnappings are committed 
by armed militias from northern Sudan, bur 
tribal militias from the south were also 


wmwc me enslavement ot women and tneir lammea. . i iMirpp cairt . 

^iWren, most of them kidnapped in south- Bellamy said she rema ined , oppose to inv 1 — ■T*" 

ERITRiA^DlSMTSSES ETHIOPIAN 
DEMANDS FOR TOTAL WITHDRAWAL 

r..ii .ii.Mi™ fiir all Hamaies." . "All these points indicate that it 



NAHOBI (AFP) 
Jimlned 


Eritrea on Saturday Eritrea's declared acceptance of the 
“lamnea as "ludicrous" an OAU agreement was bogus, tactical 
Miopian demand for a complete and designed to buy time and 
“»l unilateral withdrawal from Its demanded its ' “immediate and 
htrilory." unconditional reft*?' f™™ ®” 


Mi^ayttifiemoon, 




, .j full responsibility for all damages," . "Ail these points indicate that it Is 

“'■I^rshoTimmediately be foi: the Eritrean ofndal said: "It Is Ethiopia which n.ust bear full resprei- 

,„w?d by the demilitarization of the Ethiopia which bears foil responsibil- sibllity for the «nsequences of the 
.nrire border through the redeploy- Ity for the consequences of the war- war, the offlcial concluded, 

of foe forces of both parUea ''indeed Ethiopia used force tb . The tvyo neighb^s now nterptet 
unconoitionai rci.e.i -T. . „ positions occupy the Bada region in July 1997 the OAU plan difterently, w 

*«3tement faxed to AFP quoted a ten-ltorles'' before peace talks could * , ' ,„,J ,„|,„iuentlv fo and published an Illegal map: redraw- Ethiopia stressing that peace, can 

Eritrean foreign minify om- start. .■ . “ Eritfo.'s Inferp.tLal bnundarlet only come from immediate and 

“'“urging Ethiopia “not to pursue But the Eritrean statement pointed ^ added: infjetober 1997," the official said, unconditional withdrawal of Eritrean 

'‘“■Wment.- ' ' out that uqder foe OAU plan, “both of rpiggered the conftlct ' troops from Ethiopian areas occu- 

Is nowhere to be found in the sides must accept the agreement. - fdrees opened fire and : pied since May 199S. ■ ' . 

“wuilzation of African Unity [OAU] . agree to an ■Immediate cessation p "®: ■ ^ Eritrean tibopa in Bad me , last ■ The ;piart envisa'ges ■ ce^ 

'‘"swork Agreement, and they can- h'ostiiities aiid |forl Eritrean troops to , ■ ,i,,y ,,e reading frim a ' May and iiistigaM the, recent hqstH-’ .demMltarizatlon ,°.r' ’ 

""‘Ilii elements to the plan at this redeploy froin. Badme, and; its eiiyi- , P' P' - ,he EritreaVstatemmt ' Tries' when it launcherii an. attack oh. vyhlch |ipplles a pu Irbapk by both 
Anyone can read foe frame- rons:" , ' ' '' Efltrea on ftb.;6, tjespitelUN sides. -.tlle:deplpyment of peacekpep- 

1 *• Eritrean state. '' "This' is asked' of&Krea-as, a sign ^ n)8in«ihed. dAU resolutions 'calling ftir.maxlmufn .- era' .ahdVobservera,. .and , qeut^l 







T.frn:T>ir.Tir«T.^lW^[^?a 



'SHAKY MARRIAGE' 
RUMOURS BESET CLINTON 

A MONTH AFTER the worst of 
his troubles seemed to be behind 
him with his acquittal in the 
United States Senate impeacli- 
ment trial, Bill Clinton returned 
to his Arkansas roots Friday amid 
renewed aibeic unsubstantiated 
rumoi'S about the state of his marriage. 

On a three day trip to his home state, President Ciinton gave 
priority to a sentimental Journey to "the place called Hope”, 
where he dedicated his modest birthplace as a national historic 
site. 

As he did so, Rupert Murdoch's television and tabloid empire 
Joined witli Clinton's cyberspace enemies to continue their claims 
that his marriage to Hillary Clinton is again in crisis. 

The unsourced rumors, which have been ignored by main-' 
stream newspapers and television in the United States, claim that 
Mrs Clinton's decision' not to accompany the president on his four 
day trip to central America earlier this week was part of what tlie 
Internet gossip columnist Matt Drudge claims is a “ti'ial separa- 
tion”, 

Mrs Clinton stayed at home in V\bsliington. claiming that she 
had aggravated a back problem during a brief skiing weekend In 
Utah with her liusband and daugliter Qielsea at the end of 
February Mrs Clinton did not travel to Arkansas with the presi- 
dent either. Instead, sKe met senior New York state Democrats to 
discuss the possibility of her standing in elections for the Senate 
next year. 

The rumours of fresh marital discord follow last month's tele- 
vised interview with Juanita Broaddrick, an Arkansas woman who 
claims that Ciinton raped her in a Little Rock hotel room in 1978, 
while he was state attorney general. 

Mrs Clinton is said to be angered by the publication this week 
of a highly aitical White House memoir by former presidential 
aide George Stephanopoulos. 

The first lady is scheduled to travel vAth her daugliter to North 
Africa in a week for a, visit to three countries. 

Qinton's return to Hope is part ofa not so subtle attempt by 
the White House to reconsecrate his presidenry in the aftermath 
of the 13 month impeachment crisis. On the day after his acquit- 
tal, Ginton traveled to New Hampshire, whose voters rescued his 
flagging presidential campaign in March 1992, enabling the pies- 
ident to cast himself as ‘the comeback kid'. 

The visit to Hope, a place which lias been central to his rhetoric 
at difficult stages of his career, is another example of this political 
choreograpliy. As he visited his birthplace, which has been open 
CO the public since June 1997, Clinton was expected to reconnect 
with one of his oldest political intimates. Mack McLaity, who grew 
up in Hope with him and served as a l<ey Wliite House advisor 
until last year. 

To add to his apparent domestic troubles, however, Clinton's 
\nsit to Hope was soured by the decision of the Arkansas state leg- 
islature this week to throw out a $500,000 spending plan to help 
convert Che president's birth])lace on South Hervey Street into a 
museum. 

One piece of good news for Clinton was the resignation of 
Kenneth Starr's principal spokesman, amid allegations of unlawful 
leaking to the media. 

Charles Bakaly, spokesman for the Office of the Independent 
Counsel, quit on Thursday night as Starr decided to ask (he Jus- 
tice department to consider criminal diaiges against him. The ' 
charges center on a New fork Times story on January 31, which 
claimed, that Starr had concluded he could indict Clinton on 
cliarges arising from the Monica Lewinsky case while lie remained 
president. 

By Martin Kettle in Whsliingtoii 


CHINESE CHRISTIANS FACE 
LABOR CAMP OR HUGE FINES 

Bcying (DPA) — ^Thirteen Christian believers who were detained 
three months ago when they celebrated a religious Christmas 
service at home face being sent to a labor camp unless they pay 
huge fines, a human rights group said Saturday. 

Hie Hong Kong based Information Centre for Democracy and 
Human Rights said they are each required to pay a fine of 2,000 
yuan (5223) the equivalent of the country's average annual per 
capita income or face detention at a labor camp. 

The 1 3 belong to a group of 40 Christian believers, who lyere 
detained on December 25 in the central province of Henan on 
charges of attending an "illegal gathering”. Under Chinese law, 
no trial is required to send people to labor camps, 


BLASTS HIT KOSOVO 
DELEGATION LEAVES FOR PAEli 

PRISTINA (AFP) — Three board a French plane for talks gation went thraugh the nor- Rambouillet talia 
bombs went off In northeni in Paris. mal police and customs chan- Thaci, Jakuo Krasn' i 

Kosovo Saturday, killing two The 15-strong delegation, ncis, eyewitnesses said. Biijas. 


CHECHNYA ACCUSES RUSSIA 
OF MILITARY SCARE TACTICS 


The 15-strong delegation, ncis, eyewitnesses said. 


people and injuring at least 30, which included four represen- At a first 17-day round of Hie thi« were 

a source close to the Serbian tatives of the Kosovo talks at Rambouillet Chateau French plane, a 


police said. Liberation Army (KLA), depart- outside Paris In.st montli. cihnic KVM said, adding 

The dead were at Kosovska ed at around 3:50 p.ni. (1450 Albanian negotiators arrived n was "ve^ satisfied' ^ 

Mitrovica, where a bomb GMT)- day late after Serbian ofikials cooperation of 

exploded In a marker. Ten peo- Members of the inceniatlonal delayed the departure of some authorities 

pie were injured there, the Kosovo Verification Mission of the team. KLA, a guerrilla 

source said. (KVM) escorted the KLA men to New hitches had been feared tion that has been fiehS 

A short time earlier, twin the French military plane, Saturday after the issue of year for self-rule 

explosions rocked the town of which had been sent especially arrest warrants last week ethnic Albanian miloT' 

Podujevo, injuring at least 20, to collect the team. noralnst rlimn nfiiw t^i a i,«nm. — j ... 


the source said. 

The powerful Podujevo 
devices, apparently planted in 
dustbins, one near the main 
market and the other between 
the post office and the police 
station, went off about a half- 
hour apart. 

The Kosovo Albanian 
Information Center (KIC) in 
Pristina reported a big explo- 
sion in Podujevo but gave no 
indication of casualties. 

The internatipnal Kosovo 
Verification Mission (KVM) 
called for ambulances to be 
sent to Pristina, where police 
reinforcements were arriving, 
the KIC said. 

The explosions occurred 
aliead of negotiations, sched- 
uled to resume on Monday in 
Paris, over the future of 
Kosovo. 

The Kosovo Albanian delega- 
rion left here Saturday on 


against three of five KLA mem- considered a 


Other members of the dele- bers who took part in the sation by Belgrade. 



•- f' V'- 



^ (*pj _ A Chechen olTicial 
of applying n,ili- 
on ihe breakaway republic 
Tsid the suspension of air travel 
Moscow and Grozny violated the 
^Mtywitli the Kremlin. 

to Chechnya were temporarily 
by Moscow autliorifies following 
jbdnction of a Russian Interior 
adsiiy general last week at Grozny's alr- 
(.m.Ctieclien Foreign Minister Isa Idigov 
Si) news conference that the suspen- 
*„of air travel was "a coarse violation 
d Ik 1957 poaoe treaty and should be 
^led military pressure." 

«,]. Cen. Gennady Shpigun was 
taken from his plane as it taxied 


Iniido viow of the mooting room for the Kosovo peace tnlki, In Peril 


pSilliijii 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A Hindu 
fundamentalist group on 
Saturday blamed opposition 
leader Sonia Gandlii's foray 
into politics for an alleged 
rise in the activities of 
Christian groups In India. 

K.C. Siidarslian of the KSS 
(National Volunteer Corps), 
which is allied to the ruling 
Hindu nationalist-led coali- 
tion, said Roman Catholic 
Gandhi's leadership of 
Congress had emboldened 
the Christian minority. 

“Ever since Gandhi came' 
Into active pdlitics (in January 
1998), Christian organiza- 
tions have been aggressive,” 
the United News of India 
(UNI) quoted Sudarshan as 
saying in the northern Indian 
city of Lucknow. The Italian- 
born Gandhi married into 
India’s long-ruling Nehru- 
Gandhi dynasty in 1968. Her 
husband Rajiv was prime min- 
ister from 1984 to 1989. He 
wa^ assassinated in 1991/ . . 

. ‘.Shp camjpalgned* for ‘the.’ 


Congress party during the 
1998 elections, which 
brought the Hindu national- 
ists to power, after remaining 
aloof from politics following 
her husband’s murder by a' 
suicide bomber. The niotlicr 
of two became the Congress 
president In April last year 
and is now regarded ns a 
potential prime minister. 

Despite his attack 
Sudarshan said that no one 
could object to Gandhi 
becoming prim? minister "as 
she had adopted Indian 
iiationaiicy” in 1986. 

Sudarslian's comments fol- 
low a spate of attacks on 
India's Christian community 
by hardline Hindu groups 
protesting against alleged 
conversions of ,poor Hindu 
villagers by missionaries. 

Christians make up Just 2.5 
percent of India's 975 niillfon 
people, who are' overWiieini- 
Ingly Hindu.'.' ' . '., •; 


RULING COALITION WINS 
IN EAST MALAYSIA POLLS 



down the runway at Grozny airport last 
Friday. The kidnapping heightened ten- 
sions between Russia and Chechnya, 
which fouglit a bitter 1994-96 indepen- 
dence war. The Interior Ministry has 
warned of possible air strikes and beefed 
up its troops around the Chechen border. 

Idigov repeated the accusation that the 
abduction of Shpigun was organized by 
Kremlin special services in order to aggra- 
vate tensions between Russia and 
Chechnya. 

He said Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov would meet soon with Chechen 
President Aslan Maskhadov to discuss the 
latest crisis, the Interfax and iTAR-1bss 
news agencies reported Saturday. He did 


not give a venue for the meeting, which 
he said could take place as soon as 
Sunday. 

On Friday, gunmen kidnapped a Russian 
sailor off a train passing .through 
Chechnya. Oleg Timoshenko, a warrant 
officer in Russia's navy, was abducted as 
the train bound for Georgia stopped at a 
Chechen station. 

Russian transport officials on Saturday 
said that as a result of the kidnapping, 
Crains passing through the republic to 
other destinations would be rerouted, 
flITAR-'ftss said. Direct service to Chechnya 
would not be affected, it said. 



MEXICO CITY — ^The Popocatepetl volcano near Mexico City has! 
again spouted plumes of ash and water vapor, civil defense author- 
ities reported. ' 

The activity on Friday followed an explosion late Thursday that 
sent ash falling on the city of Puebla, 65 miles east of Mexico City, 
the National Center for Disaster Prevention reported. 

More light ash showers were likely to fall from Friday's expio 
. slons, the center said. 

The 1 8,000-foot volcano is located Just 80 kilometers southeast 
of Mexico City. The biggest of Friday's exhalations lasted about II 
minutes, authorities said — Associated Press. 


WWH — _ 

I^ST AFRICAN PASSPORT TO 
1 be issued in APRIL 


Hikobi • The long-awaited East African 
will be issued In the three mem- 
hr states Kenya,' Ihnzania and Uganda 
ttitt effect from April 1 , bringing together 
to nlllkn people from the three East 
riddQ countries, the Kenyan Permanent 
for Ease African and Regional 
Oxiperation, Samuel Ambuka. announced 
yetl^ay. 

.^rate counters to serve East African 
iHtoils had already been established in 
Iw African international airports, as n 
predation for the issuance of tlic East 
African passports which will rake place 
this coming April,” Ambuka said, 
fiins to introduce the passport last year 
iioondered at the 11th hour due to techni- 


cal hitches. 

The permanent secretary announced 
further steps to enhance the East African 
cooperation. 

*‘A single currency will be Introduced in 
the three states in the next five years." 
Ambuka revealed while addressing newly- 
posted Nordic officials at Nyeri’s Ourspan 
Hotel on the subject of "East African 
Cooperation: 'Kenya’s role, interests and 
concerns." The oflicials. who are mainly 
advisors and technicians, are on a week- 
long orientation course. 

He said that the Implementation of the 
EAC digital telecoinnumicatlons linkage is 
on going, to ease telecommunication in 
the region. 


The PS added that the three states also 
planned to establish a free trade area In 
July this year and a common external tariff 
by the year 2000. 

He said the Kenya Government supports 
the upgrading of the current cooperation 
into a treaty of cooperation to ensure, 
among other things, that the benefits 
accniing from the cooperation do uplift 
the standards of living for tlie people of 
the region. 

The Covernmem also supports the deci- 
sion of the Commission that the Draft 
Treaty be finalized and signed by July this 
year. 

by ZAKARIA SHEIKH 


OUEEN'S MEDICAL RECORDS 
FOUND DUMPED ON ROADSIDE 

, DM, - Police in as to how U came to be in ai.e a^tbetopandbottontofthe 

WiM launched an inquiry public domain. VVb are currently . j^jalb^ A police source told the Sun it 

*a4ayaft«rconndentialmed- Investigating the find. ™mbersoftheItoval family; ''he was suspected that the docu- 

ttcorda about Britain's The Sun report quoted an mem y weeded 

^ tobeth 11 and other unnaoted man, who fourtd the said “/"dearly Tut for destruction, 

ok* memhsrs nf tiw naners . 1 , savin, ic could not conlldentlal marzeo ciednj 


COLOMBO — Polish President Aleksalider Kwasniewski arrived! 
Saturday in Sri Lanka for a two-day visit aimed at improving tradel 
relations between the two countries, the foreign ministry said 

Kwasniewski, the first eastern Eui-opean head of state to visit Sri 
Lanka in 23 years, is accompanied by a 50-member trade delega 
tion and will hold talks with liis Sri Lankan counterpart. Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, rhe ministry said. 

The Sri Unkan government lias also arranged meetings between 
visiting Polish businessmen and members of the Ceylon Chamber 
of Commerce, one of the country's premier trade bodies — 
Ageticc France Presse. 




COLOMBO — The Sri Lankan government Lias decided to reimpose 
(he death penalty for murder and drug trafficking convictions in a 
bid to curb an alarming rise in crime in the island state, a govern- 
ment spokesman said Saturday. 

Murder convicts and convicted drug tiafTickers currently have 
their death sentences commuted to life imprisoninent. Tlie 
spokesinan said President Chandrika Kumaratunga was concerned 
labout the roaring crime rate and had decided to immediately 
implement the new measure — Deutsche Pressc-Agentur. 


Ofriclul election worhors check a Mu.llm 
before her voting on the second day, Satur nV' 
the sluto elocllon In Kola Kinobalu on Borneo 
Island, Malaysia. 


KOTA KINABALU (AFP) —Tile ruling Malayslsn 
Prime Mliiistci- Mnliathir Mohamad won a ^ 
the eastern Malaysian slate of Sabah In .. I 

Saturday, the official Dernama news 

The National Front won 25 scats but or4l;dida 
counting continued In the other seven consticwf'^ 
reported. Hie opposition Sabah United Party - | 

.The coalition's candidate chief 
his seat In the Moyog constituency, *®“*^ ®^**^^ 

Kota Kinabalu, to PBS candidate 
Bemama added. 

. The coalition held 43 of the‘;48. 

'assembly. , 


iMdon (DPA) — Police in as to how it came to be In the 
launched an inquiry public domain. We are currently 
after confidential med- investigating the find.” 
records about Britain's The Sun report quoted an 
^ Elizabeth II and otlier unnamed man, who found tlie 

members of the royal papers, as saying lie could not 

^ were discovered dumped 
»ihetkie of a road. 

papers also contained 
“Oils of security arrangements 
royal visits and the blood 
^ and medical details of 
of the family, accord- 
the Sun newspaper. Tlie 
folder, which also 
. to 27 royal visits and 
; of approved doctors and 
. specialists on stand- 
, j ^ case of emergencies, was 
Jk^ed beside a road on the- 
jjwt at Ayr, Scotland, police 

: spokesman told the 

; , Broadcasting 

; Jo^T«ion(BBQ.”Vfo can con- 
; we are In receipt of hls- 
• rtwi ^®®*thboard documents, 

, contents ofwhlch we are not 
AiiJ to discuss. 

^gh the document t$ not 
mere is obvious concern 


‘ .11. roact' US Rop. Mu» Suudli.., D-Murshun, addresses Ike crowd 

President Clinton, lett, renrr- u , r,„„,iin Fridnv, i" Tcxnrkunti, Texas. Joining 
during n land-rr.isin.J rerept.on lor Samlkn Friday, 

Ikon, on singe is Snndlir.'s wile, lesli^ 


i NEW DELHI — TWO mercenaries were among five Muslim sepa- 
ratists killed by Indian troops on Saturday in the strife-lorn state 
of Kashmir, the Press IVust of India (PTl) reported. 

The mercenaries and a third militant were shot dead at Banihal 
village In the hill district of Doda, the news agency said. 

The nationality of the mercenaries was not known, but a laige 
number of guerrillas from islamic countries, mainly Afthanlstan. 
are believed to be fighting Indian troops in Kashmir. 

PTl said security forces also killed two otlier Muslim militants in 
Doda district Saturday. 

India accuses Pakistan of arming and training the militants. 
Islamabad denies this, but gives diplomatic support to the sepa- 
ratists — Agence France Presse. 


WELLINGTON. — Ateam ofabout 100 builders and painters erect- 
ed a house Ip New ieiilanc! in less than four hours, organizers said 

Saturday. ■ • , i . . ' -ij. 

The house Went from an empty'site to a livable honiCj .with 
lights on and carpets laid, In three hours, .44' minutes and. 59, 
onds, said. Ian Cooper, a spokesman :for UserbU^ P^jeftV 
chief sponsor. . i 

'.Tlie house was built I for, the Suafoh bW 

Hwmanityi a aS.-ba.sed QfgamMtlon ^at sends out , yo^ to 
build htiriies for. people jdiylng.Jn. slib^tondar^ . housing., -r; 
Asisocl^tecl Press 
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Company 



American Express 
Boeing Co 

'V Caletplllar Ino 
Walt Disney Co, 
Eastman Kodak 
General Electric 
General Motors 
International Bus Mach 
Johnson & Johnson 
Bank of America 
Coca Cola 

S Phillip Morris 
Proctor & Gamble 
AT&T 


Intel Coip 
Compaq Computer 
MCI WorldCom 
Reuters Ltd 
I' Dell Computer 


Netscape Communication 
Oracle 


Barclays PLC 
British Airways 
Bods Co. PLC 
BP Amoco 
lil'^ British Steel 
SSkyB 
British Telecom 
Cadbury Schweppes 
Cable & Wireless' 
Dixons Group 
Glaxo Wellcome 
Lloyds TSB Group 
Reuters Holdings 
Prudential Corporation 
Unilever PLC 


; NQK Insulators 
! MHsubtshf Electrfo 
j Fuji Eleotrlo 
i NEC Corporation 
Sharp Corporation 
Sony Corporation 
Bank Tol^o-MltsuMshl 
MHbuI Tr & Banking 
Honda Motor 
Bridgestone Coip 
CHIzen Watch 
Fm|I Bank 
Mitsui Ob. Ltd. . 
Nomura Securities 



DEPOSIT INTEREST 






■EEmHiMBI 

am i MEM 

■imi:Mpi|KI:|:M 







ARAB CAPITAL MARKETS 


WORLD MARKETS 






REGIONAL CURRENCIES 



INTERNATIONAL CURRENCIES 


JORDAN DINAR 
SAUDI RIYAL 
U.A.E DIRHAM 
BAHRAIN DINAR 
OMAN RIVAL 
QATAR RIVAL 
KUWAIT DINAR 
EGYPT POUND 
LEBANON LIRA 
US DOLLAR 
9.BRITAIN STERLING 
GERMANY MARK 
SWITZERLAND FRANC 
FRANCE FRANC 

HOLLAND GUILDER 
SWEDEN KRONA 
ITALY LIRA" 

BELGIUM FRANC 
AUSTRALIA DOLLAR 
OREECDRACHIMA 
CYPRUS POUND 
AiiSTRIASCHILLING 
CANADA DOILAR 
ElKO ■ 



jESB INS GROUP ■ 
jSJB INT.INS. 

3 SHIiI CQML. BANK 
A.B.C. -$- 
BAH INSURANCE 
bank bah + KWT 
BAK CffiL FALT 

bah hotel 
b.doty free 
bah' hills 

bah ISLAM. BANK 
bah ISLAMIC INS 
bah + KWT INS . 
bah INT. BANK 
BAH. LEISURE CO. 

bah mid e. bank 

BAH MAR.+M.INT 
BAH SAUDI BANK 
BAH SHIP R ENG 
bah tourism 
bah TELECOM ■ 

DELMON POULTRY 
■*i PAYSAL ISLAM -$- 
V-j IRAFFCO 

.i AHLIA DETERGENT 
-i; AHLIA INSURANCE 
S/A 

AL AMAL IND 
' ANWAR IND & TRAD 
, BATINAH DAIRY 
ALIANCE HOUS BK 
BATNAH HOTELS 
: BRAIMI HOTEL 

KHWR DEV SVC 

eawdha quarries 

SALLAN FOOD IND 
24 ALSAHAOI RES 
AREEJ VEG OILS 
BANDER RAWDAH QU 
BAHRAIN INTL BK 
BK MCT AHLI OM 
il| BK OM BAH & KUW 
P CCMM BK OMAN 
CONST MATERIALS 
'll COM STAT IND 
DROFAR BVGS CO 
/•a dofar cattlefeed 

'1 DHOFAR INVST DEV 
'I DHFR MARBLE GRAN 
I DHOFAR INSURANCE 
I DHOFAR TOURISM 

s financial SERV 

i gulf hotels OMAN 
B GLF INV SERV 

I ADDI.BANQUE 
BQ. EUROPEENNE 
SOU KHALIL MKTS 
BO LIBANAISE COM 
bank of BEIltUT 

P byblos bank 
a bterhit 
g IEB. bldgs fund 
a bymco 

^ STE CIM BLANCS B 
^ STE CIM BLANCS -N 
g STE CIM LI8ANAIS. 
g SOBIDERE A . 

■ solidere b, ' 

g WiCERAMIC B 'C. C 


I 0.850 -0.010 


. NBAD INDEX 
COMM. BANK OF DUBAI 
i NAT. BANK OF SHARJAH 
EMIRATES INT. BANK 
NAT. BANK OF RASALKHAIMAH 
k NAT. BANK OF UMH AL QUWAIN 
i ABU DHABI COMM. BANK 
;■ INVEST BANK 
L NAT. BANK OF FUJAIRAH 
I NAT. BANK OF ABUDHABI 

3 DUBAI ISLAMIC BANK 

4 NAT. BANK OF DUBAI 
« BANK OF SHARJAH 

I COMM. BANK INTERNATIONAL 
1 UNION NAT. BANK 
^ ABU DHABI ISLAMIC BANK 
i MASHREQ BANK 
U UNITED ARAB BANK 
4 FIRST GULF BANK 

ABU DHABI NAT. HOTELS CO 
NAT. MARINE DREDGING 
,.r UNION PROPERTIES CO. 
r? ABU DHABI AVIATION 
g ABU DHABI NAT. FOODSTUFF CO. 
f. DUBAI INVESTMENT CO. 

Vu ABU DHABI SHIP BUILDING CO. 

E M A A R CO. 

4"^ OASIS INT. LEASING CO. 

T A B R E E D 
J U L P H A R 

f'-i PRIME BULDING TRADING EST. 

OMAN INSURANCE CO. 
r-i ALAIN AHLIA INSURANCE CO. 

V AL DAFRAH INSURANCE CO. 

V ABU DHABI NAT. INSURANCE CO 
THE EMIRATE INSURANCE CO • 
AL KHAzNEH insurance CO. 

AL BUHAIRAH INSURANCE CO. 
DUBAI NAT. INSURANCE CO. 
UNION INSURANCE CO. 

AL WATHBEH INSURANCE CO 
AL SHARJAH INSURANCE CO. 



■ - ALEX COM MART E t346.12 +5.00 

' V’ misR HOTELS +3.Y2 

'J'ii'-. lilTL ELECTRONICS +4.91 

^ EGY ELECTR flS.SO +6.92 

t 1.15 +0.05 invest 180.50 +1.50 

isfe'S MIBANK t90-25 +0.72 

ORIENT LIN4COTTN +4.93 

I 1 i<;n n 110 EGYPT ABRD INV E fl6-90 -^3 • 

OLYMPIC GROUP il5.50 +3.89 

t 1.410 ®TH OCT- DEV INV t24.00 +2.13 

ARAB BNK CORP 
aerated concrete 
ARABIAN GEN INV. 

AHLEIA INS. CO. 

ARAB REAL EST. 

ARAB INS GROUP t 0.244 + 0.00 

BKMB KUWAIT „ 

BURGAN BANK t 0.168 + 0.00 

^ LIVESTOCK T.T COt 0.285 . 

NATIONALCLEANINGt 0.560 . + 0.03 

KWT COMPUTER C6.t 0.110 +°-°9 

COM. FACILITIES' i 0.475 + 0.01 

FIRST INV. FUND i 0.940 
KWT FOOD CO. t 0.550 + 0.01 

gulp CEMENT . I- 0.174 
GULF INS. CO. ^ 

INT FIN ADVISERSt 0.112 + 0.00 

INTL INV GROUP . 

■ INT’ L INVEST PRJl 0.120 "9'°J 

AL+AIlLl-BANK" t 0.158 +9‘99 

M-ARABI HOLDINGt 0,280 +°'9? 

,'^F INVEST GRP t 0.126 +®' 0 C 

;AL-AHLB 1 A INV COfP .184 + 0 . 0 C 
AJJAL real EST. " 

pftWRATM INT.. BNKt 0.120 rhO.OC 

^oubyXn RBTROOH.4 

''GULF CABLE .INP..- 

' COMMERCIAL -bank t O ' 1.60 +0:P( 

■■"GOiVST iNv a 'DEV, 

'V J 1 DOCAT, 10 NAL', GERV . ■ ^ 

i' 'roJAiRAH, drsMEN^ 4-' o.ioe ■ +o-9' 

’.UNITEP .-.S'iSHBRlfcSt 0.079 ' +°'-.Q' 

GULF-5aNK'^. . 0.425 +|0.0i 


ii 8730.. +.0.0313; 
0.6563:.' +0.03J3;- 


The Development and Employment Fund has recently imple- 
mented a new program which aims at socio-economic devel- 
opment through granting loans on projects for those unable to 
support themselves. 

The number of projects sponsored by the Development and 
Employment Fund (DEFI has readied to 6193 since it was 
founded in die early 1990s, with a total budget of JOD 
24,851 ,260. The number of job opportunities created as a 

result amounted to 1 1.616. 

T\vo major elements were responsible for these projects: 
direct loans bom the DEF, and Indirect loans through otganiia- 
tions such as the Agricultural Credit Corporation of jOD 4 mil- 
lion, the Jonlaniaii Hashemite Fund yOD 2 million), the 
Industrial Development BankyOD 180,000), the General Union 
of Charity Associations U°D' 1 million), and Nour Al Hussein 
Foundation yOD 120,000). 

Applicants for these loans have to meet a number of qualifi- 
cations set by the DEF; they should bejoidanian, unemployed, 
and qualified to manage their, projects. The required project 
should be beneficial to either industry, services or tourist 
domains, it shouid create Job opportunities and provide a rea- 
sonablc income. I 

Marzouk Hadid. Cener*il Manager of the DEF said that the 
project loan program is spread over all districts of the Kingdoiii 

I with 25.2*^ in Amman, !9.6'ii in Irbid, 9.3% in Zarka, 8.6% in 
Balka, 8.6% in Karak, 7% in Madaba, 6% in Mafrak. 4.5% in Ma’nii. 
3.9*0 in Ajloiin, 2.6% in Jarash and 1.3% in Aciaba — Petra. 


TEHRAN — Iran is about to begin inviting tenders for the next 
two development phases at its giant offshore Soutli Pars nat- 
I lira! gas field, state radio announced Saturday. 

I Details on phases four and five, to include 10 drilling sites 
siiid two offshore platforms, will be available from the govern- 
ment at the beginning of next week, it said. 

Tlie contracts will be available as part of the government’s 
"buy-back’* scheme, by which foreign firms are repaid for their 
investment with a percentage of production at the site. 

French energy group Total, in partnership with Russia s 
Gazprom and Petronas of Malaysia, signed a two billion dollar 
deal in 1997 for the first phases of development at the field, 
which Iran shares with Qatar. 

Iran embarked on a program four years ago to open its 
nationalized energy sector after foreign firms were banned 
from the industry following the 1979 Islamic revolution and 
has since entered Into some 1 0 buy-back contracts with foreign 
firms. 

Iran said last week that US firms face “no obstacle" to par- 
ticipating in Iran’s energy sector In a bid to undermine the so- 
called D' Amato law. 

The US legislation calls for stiff sanctions against foreign 
firms that invest more than 20 million dollars in the energy sec- 
tors of Iran or Libya, states Washington accuses of sponsoring 
terrorism. ' 

Foreign Minister Kamsl Kharazi said last week that President 
Mohanimad Khatami's three-day visit to Itaiy this week was 
“yet another naii in the cofiin of the D’Atnato law. 

Italy's ENI and French oil firm Elf Aquitaine signed a 540 mil- 
lion dollar boy-back contract this month to develop Iran's 
boroud oil field — Agence France Presse. 


BOMBAY — A irijijor flre ffom'an Indian petroleum. gas well In 
the Arabian Seh oft Bombay continued Ipf the second day 
Saturday, and officials said it could take thme Jays td..l>Uf It oW; 

"All our efforts ate On to cap the well," wKIdt began leak|ng 
early Tllursday leading to the flit* at irtidday the nest day: jalo; 
a spokesman at the state-owned Oil and! Naturrf .Gas .fio'tp., 
■(ONGQ:. i.;-.'- ^ 

'Thp .iMki. occurred soine. 160 kjlpmdteis (IM mllesl nofth- 
west off B.pinl^.lb tfie, Aiabiah.Seai,Ofncjals; said 85.persoque( ; 
from arig'wete fki^ated to!Mfety-+i-A|pnceFinnce P 
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NEW YORK — Stocks lost momentum Friday, Forcing the Dowl 
Jones industrial average to pause in its trek toward 10,000, aflerl 
several big companies issued disappointing earnings forecasts. At| 
tite close on V\bli Street, the Dow was down 21.09 points - or by 
0.2 percent - at 9,876.35. The blue-chip index had come within 42 
points of 10,000 in early trading before giving up ground — I 
Associated Press. ' 


MOSCOW — Russia must sign an agreement on new loans with 
the International Monetary Fund but should not depend on for- 
eign lenders like a “drug addict," Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov said Friday. Less than an hour before new, closed-door 
talks with the IMF started in 'Moscow, Primakov insisted that 
Russia would shed its dependence on international help, but 
admitted that it needs loans for the time being. Russia has accu- 
mulated about S 150 billion in debts to foreign lenders, of whicli 
it is due to pay £ 17.5 billion this year. The government has 
already said it can't meet the obligation and is hoping that a com- 
bination of new loans and restructuring agreements will help it 
avoid default — Associated Press. 


BASEL — UBS AC, the world's third-largest bank, made a net prof- 
it of3.03 billion Swiss fnmcs (S 2.2 biliion) in 1998 despite hedge- 
fund losses and an out-oF-court settlement oF Holocaust claims in 
the United States, the company said. UBS was Formed last year by 
the merger of two major Swiss banks. Tlie result For Che first year 
of operation was less than the 3.5 billion Francs (S 2.3 billion) the 
bank reported For the first half of 1998, partly owing .to a loss of 
1 billion francs ($ 726 million) by its investment bank, <V^rburg 
Dillon Read, in hedge-fond and derivatives investments, notably m 
the U.S. fond Long Term Capital Management. — Associated 
Press. ' 


PARIS — Brazilian Finance Minister Pedro Malan said Friday titat 
French and Belgian banks have agreed to roll over existing credit 
lines to Brazil until the end of August. The French and Belgian 
bank agreements come after Brazil liad reached similar accords 
with U.S., Canadian, German, Dutcli, Swiss, and British banks. 
Malan said the credit rollovere from all banks totaled S 23 billion, 
the amount of outstanding credits to Brazil as oF Feb. 28. Malan 
declined to say what would happen beyond Aug. 31 . "Let's cross 
that bridge when we get there," he said. He added that die com- 
mitments received Thursday and Friday "cover die financing 
needs of the Brazilian balance of payments for 1999," — 
Associated Press. 






ARABIA AGREES 

lAJOR OIL cur 


KUWAIT Ciry (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia is to account for the 
lion's share - a quarter of the 
oil output cuts agreed at a 
meeting of key producers in 
The Hague, Kuwaiti newspa- 
pers said Saturday. 

Al'Rai Al-^m, citing Gulf oil 
sources, said the world's top oil 
producer would cut output by 
around 500,000 barrels per day 
|bpd) from Its current quota of 
just over eight million bpd, as 
part of efforts to revive oil 
prices. 

Saudi Arabia together with 
fellow OPEC members Algeria, 
Iran ^d Venezuela as well as 
non-dPEC pfoducer Mexico 
announced Friday an sj^e- 


ment to cut productibn ■ by 
more than two million bpd, 
stalling on April l‘. " 

The cuts by Individual pro- 
ducers* were not specified in 
The Hague, pending further 
negotiations with other OPEC 
and non-OPEC countries ahead 
of the cartel's ministerial con- 
ference on March 23 in Vienna. 

Kuwait is to Join the cuts 
with a reduction of 144,000 
bpd, while Vsneziiela, Norway 
and Mexico will each cut 
125,000 bpd, according to Al- 
RaiAI’Aara! 

Al-Qabas, another. Kuwaiti 
daily, said a total of 1 3 'coun- 
tries ufould cqt ouqiut: 10 
OPEC menibers and three jpd^ 


pendent prodticei^, Mexico, 
Norway and Oman. 

The United Arab Emirates 
and Kuwait will each chop 
100,000 bpd off their output, it 
said, giving a lower figure for 
the Kuwaiti reduction than At- 
Rai Al-Aam, 

The official Qatari hews 
agency QNA, meanwhile, said 
OPEC states would account for 
1.73 million bpd, while the 
remaining cut of 270,000 bpd 
would come from independent 
producers. 

The accord is expected to 
raise prices to 14 dollars a ba^ 
rel, according to QNA, which 
also quoted oil sources in the 
region. "• 


5IA CLO 
38 BAN 


US STATES 




JAKARTA (AFP)— Tlie Indonesian 
government announced 
Saturday that it liad closed 38 
ailing banks and taken over 
seven otliers as part of its drive 
to restore the health of the 
country's crippled financial sec- 
tor. 

“All banks in the C category, 
17 banks, will be closed ... 21 
banks in the B category will be 
closed because those banks do 
not meet the recapitalization 
requirements," Finance 

Minister Bambang Subianto 
said. 

He told a news conference 
that nine banks in the B catego- 
ry had been earmarked for the 
government's recapitalization 
program while seven others in 
the same category were being 
taken over by the government. 

Those seven are the largest 
banks in the B category with 
over 80,000 customer accounts 
each and a wide network of 
operations across the country, 
Subianto added. 

Visiting International 

Monetary Fund • (IMF) Asia- 
Pacific director Hubert Neiss 
welcomed the banking nation- 
alizations. 

"Tliey are being taken over in 
the public interest and not to 
the benefit of the owners," he 
told the news conference. 

“In fact tile owners will be 
out. Their banks will be owned 
lOO percent by the govern- 
ment.'' 

Another 73 banks in the A 
category met the capital ade- 
quacy ratio (CAR) required by 
the government as a viable 
level for operations, Subianto 


said. refonns, while the World Bank's be recapitalized ■!)«»,” 

Indonesian financial author!- country director for Indonesia, their strategic roles in 

ties classify banks under the A Dennis de Tray, Inhcled it "an jng sector and in the * 

category when their capital important milestone in the goal asawhole;subla»tn.!!r '“‘''^j'^fm.rilnanB move to end marijuana production in say. ty market." But a University ot 

adequacy ratio exceeds four of restoring a souiul fmancUM The s«»n ll have formal- the 1930s. “You have to be really, really stupid Kentucky study last year estimated 

percent, B when the ratio is sector." the four orlwr^ end to a federal ban Canada started allowing hemp to hide marijuana in an industrial hemp could bring farmere anywhere 

between minus 25 percent and Doth pledged their organiza- -pnin-nt hemo and the production last year. Farmers planted hemp field," Woolsey said. from dlrs 220 to dirs 600 an acre 

four percent and C when it is tions' foil support for the pro- u '****** this week passed a the weed, claiming profits of as Marijuana normally contains 3 per- (dlrs 88 to dlrs 240 per ectare), 

below minus 25 percent. gmm. toge, «rholdabaM^ K much as dlrs 200 aU^cre (dlrs 80 per cent to 15 percent or moro of THC. depending on whether ,t was grown 

“In deciding on which banks Ginanjar also assured cus- !*. **. ^ permitting experimental hectare), this at a time when growers .the psychoactive ingredient, whi|e or its erori see s. 

come under which category, toniers of the closed banks tliaic '' k^Pfodurtion. The Hawaii House struggle just to break even on tradi- 

clear criteria liave been set their money wns safe. The gov- ‘Our o the state bidj - ^ ^ to have the state tiona! crops like wheat, 
down and were objectively and eminent in 1997 issued a hlaii- Ekspor Impot In -^jj^tcrop. ^*^5, Enforcement 

transparently implemented," ket giiaraiiiee on money ^^S^ng Negara. Bank lyg }|gi^ )i now grown in more than Administration and Justce 

Coordinating Minister for the deposited in Indonesian banks. Peinbaijiu 8 countries for a variety of prod- Department were petihone a year 

Economy, Finance and Industry He added tliat the rights of Indonesia, will be mergdl; iftlndiidlng cosmetics, beer, plas- ago to go repea t e s an on 


IN It’s high time the Canadian border. pro-hemp forces. Hemp's tendency hemp has 1 percent or less. 

• Hemp was perhaps the first plant to • cross-pollinate would make it There’s also disagreement about 

be recapitalized famied for fiber - George risky to ailtivate marijuana nearby, hemp’s commercial potential, 

thelrstrategicrolesliitl^ul'' I’Liije cultivation of the Washington once grew It ■ but It was because that might hurt the potency USDA researchers concluded that 

iiig sector and in non-halUielno- a victim of the U.S. government’s of the marijuana crop, agronomists it was a "novelty product for a novel- 


move to end marijuana production in say. 


e 1930s. “You have to be really, really stupid Kentucky study last year estimated 

Canada started allowing hemp to hide marijuana in an industrial hemp could bring farmers anywliere 
v\Hiif-tinn lacMMkAr Parmprs Dianted hemo field.” Woolsev said. from dlrs 220 to dlrs 600 an acre 


come under which category, toniers of the closed banks that 
clear criteria liave been set their money wns safe. The gov- 


Economy, Finance and Industry 


Ginanjar Kartasasmita said at workers at the affected banks rttid-1999. Subianto lA ' .u rac* — j ufk>r« 

the prosa conference. would be honored and pledged adding d»t rtiel, House', OBice of National Drug 

He said that representatives "firm action against banks' tion pragiam wa, apaHa whiie iaw- ControiPoiicyhavesaidthatpemit- 

(rom the IMF. the World Bank owners and managements who be completed bytlie!i,l.htii „;J!!,"wfand. ting hemp fetming would send the 

and the Manila-based Asian have “violated or abused" bank- yearoteaHylnihen«t according to AgrI- wrong signal to young people. They 

Development Bank had had a ing regulations, wirliout elabo- Tlie three other state brli ^ cbminunications Inc., which also worry that marijuana farmers 

say in setting down the criteria rating, would be retained by iliej» rtjfatheagtiailtural fiber business, could hide their crops vrith industri- 

and in their Implementation. The seven state hanks, eacli eminent but would alio unfe CIA Director James al hemp plants. Police rely on aerial 

Neiss welcomed the revamp with a CAR of below iniiuis 25 go restructuring and canH!i4 recently hired by the imagery to detect marijuana fields, 

as “a decisive breakthrough" in percent, along witli four private tion, the finance miniswrjid ii'wth American Industrial Hemp "Tlie seedlings are tlie same and in 

the government's banking banks taken over List year will The four banks natiwuBai Cotwiltotobbyforrcpeal. many instances the mature plants 

last year — Bank CenitilAH , IJntil the federal government look the^ sanie," the of 

PDFCI, Danamon and Taia- 
- - wovild be cecijMitl 





Dnwiltotobbyforrepeal. many instances the mature plants 

Until the federal government look the same," the Office of 
dfftti, our state efforts aren’t going National Dnig Control Policy says in 
Ntdiirnuch," said David Monson, a a statement. 

Mi Dakota leBislator who wants That's all the more reason to per- 


i. *«i I ^ Dakota legislator who wants 

between now and I ® ■ r ^ 


ctweeii now i lopDwhetnp on his grain farm near mil industrial hemp, according to 

Subtaitto said. I 

Among the banks diut deiii 
were two listed ones: Bank 
iiiKl Bank Mashill Utarnim 
The Indonesian bantiry«- 

torhasbeenlefireebni^ih I 0IVI0B INTV rWUK | 

2l-montli-old Asian eam-i ■ 

crisis, which prompied Jabw klWVORK (AP) — Microsoft Corp., which is battling federal 
to go to the iMF for a tiiarges, plans to announce its long-awaited restructur- 


"'‘A i '■/ 


WhMl Is all right but you cnn'1 smoko It 


MICROSOFT PLANS TO 
DIVIDE INTO FOUR 


WAY OPEN FOR MURDOCH 
TO BUY FOOTBALL TEAM 


- LONDON (AfP) — BSky8, the pay-TVeom- 

lion-dollar nnaad.l pa„y owned by media magnate Rupert 

. n k.ri997 ^newspaper said the company 5 plaiuo divide its operations h j c » u«iroH «At ro mt 

package ra Decembrr „ be related to Its court case. Murdoch, on Saturday Iroked set to ^t 

Neiss arrived here hn w orpersonai computer software is on the go-ahead soon to take over Englanos 

to help draft a nw IfW* '*'*HnVfcshlngton,D.C., and could be ordered to make addition- top football dub Manchester United, the 

intent over the govenHWtf ildtuigH ifu loses that case. media here reported, 

use of the bailout monej' ^^Podsofthe pending reorganization helped keep stock shares gritish authorities have ruled there are 
- ' , switching between positive and pegative territory , « i grounds to block the bid for 

I the trading session on Friday. .. Mnin.fi rhp mass-sellinE dally 

I JhtKock dipped Friday after the company said it would defer Manch - 

' din 400 million in revenue' bepousc of a. delay in Introduce Mlrrpr reported! , 

^Office 2000, the latest version ofits suite of business software.' |t said the Monopolies and Mergers 


8lr«nglh in flh« market place too bailout 

- — — ^ “ I between positive and negative temtory , grounds to block the bid for 

FIVE NATIONS WAMt eyil 

AM ^ an oe ^l'*400 million in revenue because of a. delay in Intpoduc- Mlrrpr reported! 

ON FISHINO SUBSIPIRwv’ ^WIn2i»0,theiaresCvmionoritssuitcofbusinesssoftWBre.' it said the Monopolies and Mergen 

j n,r ,rrvlrt«i«d^ *ODsaft Is olfetlng coupons to customers wlio purdwse Its Commission (MMC) bad ruled It could not 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Upcoming glolial mule U.S. drive, viewing demands lor em (ntWIng them to a free upgrade to the new verelon of block the 623-m(lllon-pound ($997 mll- 

negotiatlons sliould seek to eliminate liarmful and labor safeguards as elforts_B n «»liware, Office 2000, which Is expected to come to martet In .yn mlllloneurolbldonantl-eom- 

government fishing, the Clinton adinlnlstrailon American industries by driving up '"I'l™ di 

says, arming that they encourage over-nshhig of „rproduction, “"iPany's chief ffnanclal officer, Greg MalTel, said, 

the world s oceans. President Dill ainton last May raM^" ^ will not recognize the value of the coupons until the The ruling looks set to P>« 

The United States, joined by Australia, Iceland, ... (|,e WTO environmental con^’ “Npraduct ships. 'Ihe Journal said Microsoft’s restnicturlng plan one of the most controversial takeoveis n 

New Zealand and the Philippines, will propose a i. c „mclals said the fish subsidy, by president Steve Ballmer’s desire to organize the British spotting history 
curb on fishing subsidies at an environmental . " ,,„.i,.rnfinlilatlvet tlie ail"'l»‘^ 5»»y around customer needs rather than around particular to, mMC’s veidict has been handed to 

meeting next vreek in Geneva sponsored by the one of a ^ I'nss and engineering efforts. relh|sters'an>i the goimrnnient Is expected 

34-nation World Trade Organization, the admin- 'he Interactlye Media Croup, 'teanillngs^ime lathe comini 

Istration said. which will Includ? represenwM ^ ^ wwiIncfudM MionEnfV NAVwnrk nnH mav he renamed the con- ? ^r}'* *"* - . 

Tile administration hopes those talks on mental groups and business a ^ ' month, the,dally Guardian repo ® ■- 

Monday and Tuesday will lead to landmark envl- as government trade and envlroni||i6 ^ ; newspaper said the company will temporarily dhfWe; , The press said a number of « 

ronmental protections as part of a new round of «Tiie Important, thing. !'^>Wlides for the rnncnmAr linir hPiWAen ion Delftan.^o. were Hkelv to be built into the ruling- 


iiH'iiliPi 



lion, 872 million eiito) bid on antl-eom- 
petltlve grouiub. 

The ruling looks set to pave the way for, <pay u ploy' Mardodi 

one oftbe most controversial takeoveis la „„ipetltloh, 'such as a dh/Uloh of top 
British spotting history Euiinpean' sides mooted last year. 


ronmental protections as part of a new round of "Ti,e Important , thing ahout lhll ’ll 
global . trade negotiations, , scheduled to be (b„ j, [he table will be both eiivlrojujl 
launched later this year. trade omdals . 

U.S. environmental groups and labor unions . . boy under secre&W »f <^'5i 
say that unless future trade agreenfonts include ■, cridav 
protections for the environment ahd worker alTalts, said Friday IW .,. 
rights, U.S. jobs will contihlie ro be lost to 

nations with lax enforeement and cheaper, pro- ■ . A recent ,Wprid,pan|(s y 

ductibn Costs. . , 1 ,i ment subsidies tp\prpinate^^(^^ 

■ But developing countries strongly oppose the billion to $ 20 .bini^ii' aai^f 


■^^Psper Said the company will temporarily. dlyWa 


The MMC’sveidIct has been handed to fa,,,, u,ho want to keep 

mliilsters and the government Is expected : i^uiriodFi avviiy . from the club, have 

to ipake a ruling sometime In the coming . , pijjgjj io Bgh[ the move. . 

month, the.dallyCuaidian reported... . . If successful, die bid could pave , the 

, 'The . press ssid a number of safeguards ..ay for- copycat takeovers by other media 


if rS** for the consumer unit tetvrten Jon peVkan,!*^ ureie likely to be built into the ruling-;:, gmups, keen to secure hotly-contested 

■*'«fopinent of Microsoft Office. the suite of soft- . . including a bsn. on Manchester . United : |.|gntst)o broadcast football matches. : 

rS“J'‘’™ fo«'™fo*»WoM and Excel 'dlrectora 'taking ipart: In talki, between , ^ ^ exclusive righU- 1 

footWdubssncIWSfodonsiverbraad- ^ 





I division will be aimdd at, soflWati, deitelopki!. fr*; “^'’nihhfk^cihditlonwoulit involve an "latches, but tha League may be banrt^.^ 

JpW^wld, and.iyill be headed by PaUI.M«r|tXi wflb vi «ha«^nn‘ ftbtn signing such 'Sxclusive .deals: In the. 

I'^W'^.IIsoftwaredevelooinanAtdlecOmDany',.: underfeklngdfSjWted.cSnnok-abahdon tromsi^ng n 
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W elcome to Florence, the 
city tiiat will embrace 
you with its beautiful 
surroundings, its fresh airand its 
tasty food. It's time for you to 
pack your bags and head to this 
amazing spot, lb learn more ‘ 
about it accompany us as we 
shed some light on the city itself. 

Located in the Hiscany vailey, 
up In the middle lies Florence. A 
city with a breath taking view 
and a history that inspired so 
many writers and philosophers 
to write about. This city will eas- 
ily overwhelm you, for It is l\ill 
of 'priceless art and liistoric 
architecture from the golden age 
of Che Renaissance and from the 
Medieval times. One can see 
palaces, churclies, and monu- 
ments that follow one another in 
dizzying succession. With sucli 
a beautiful combination 
Rorence eKperien'ces a perfect 
mixture of time, 

Firenze as it is called in Ernlian, 
is a proud, provincial town, with 
a conservative mentality. Don't 
be surprised if you find some of 
the- Florentines a bit cold and 
stand-offish, but still so many 
Florentines will offer you a warm 
smile and helphil gesture. 

The historical district of 
Florence known as (II Centro 
Storico), where most of the city's 
monuments and attractions are 
found, lies within tlie area once 
encircled by the medieval city 
walls. The city falls naturally 
into two sections : Tlie Duomo 
side of the Amo River and the 
Oltrarno area. On the Duomo 
side, one will see the Piazza 
della SIgnoria and the Duomo 
itself, both imposing an impor- 
tant center of religious and polit- 
ical power. The Oltrarno, also 
include many monuments such 
as Palazzo Pitti and the churches 
of Santo Spirito and Santa Maria 
del Carnfjne, but has less impos- . 
ing fjcjel and more papular 
flavQilr. . • 

Thl»- olTldt^i... language is 
Italian,; . E|i^|ish is pnly spo- 
ken in 'tourist ■Ai'eas.', Once off 
the beaten. track/English speak- 
ers are harder to fin^ and com- 
munication becomes somehow a 


problem. However, Italians who 
lack foreign language skills are 
always on the run, trying to help 
In every way and mean, making 
up for it by the eagerness to 
communicate. 

As you reach Florence there 
are so many hotels and inns to 
stay in. One has the freedom to 
dioose.the standard and style of 
the hotel that will suit. 

If you like to walk around, 
then Rorence is the city to enjoy . 
dtis hobby, but then remember 
this about Florentine addresses. 
A street number such as 36/R 
means "36 red”. All the com- 
mercial enterprises are marked 
with red street numbers; while 
resident areas have blue num- 
bers. Don't be surprised if the 
sequence of numbers is not con- 
tinuous between the two colors. 
You may have 5/R followed 
immediately by 27/B on the same 
side of tlie street. 

Always remember that Italians 
dress very well and are extreme- 
ly fasliion conscious. For visitors 
like us, neat and casual attire is 
appropriate for everyday situa- 
tions. Yon may feel f^rowned 
upon wearing jeans, T-shirts, 
shorts, or sleeveless blouses and 
it's sometimes prohibited to 
enter churches in short skirts, 
sleeveless tops' or shorts. 

* Until recently, Florence, like 
any other • Italian city, closes 
down in August, as everyone 
takes off for the seashore. This 
practice is now changing howev- 
er. and although most businesses 
close for at least part of the 
month, many sliops now stay 
open throngiiout tlie summer. 
Tlie dead period is die week 
around August 15 (Ferragosto, 
which Is a public holiday). 

The weather in Florence Is hot 
during the summer, and mild 
during the spring and fall. The 
best time to visit Florence is in 
June, when die weather is Just 
perfect and the city is full of 
tourists. The winter Isn't partic- 
ularly cold, but v6ry foggy and 
Inimid. February, Mairh, and 
particularly November can be 
quite rainy. 

Florence is ai driver's night- 


mare, with its tiny, narrow 
streets constantly dogged with 
bicycles, mopeds, and dump- 
sters. ^Since the areas of the city 
that are most interesting to visi- 
tors are all within a pleasant 
walk from one another, one can 
enjoy a walking sightseeing tour. 
Those few attractions not easily 
readied by foot are on main pub- 
lic bus routes. Taxis are an 
option, but only for wealthy oil 
moguls and sports millionaires. 

Getting around town is possi- 
ble via the bus system. The 
orange city busses* serve the 
entire city and many outlying 
areas. Tickets can be purchased 
at bars, tobacconists, or newspa- 
per stands. Buses can be very 
crowded during the Italian rush 
hours, but (hey can be extremely 
useful for getting to some of the 
beautiful, green areas on the 
city's iiiimediate surroundings - 
for example, the No. 7 bus to 
Fiesole and the No. 10 to 
Settignano. 

If taxis are your favourite 
means of transportation, then 
the major taxi companies in 
Florence have switchboard oper- 
ators who speak English, and die 
drivers speak enough to get the 
job done. Tliey operate 2A 
hours a day, but the fares are 
outrageous. You can get a taxi 
either by going to a taxi stand or 
phoning, but not by hailing one 
from anywhere' on the street. 
However, since the public buses 
are greatly reduced afler 9 p.m., 
taxis are indispensable for going 
long distances late at niglit. If 
your destination is a short dis- 
tance within tlie center of town, 
do as the natives do ; walk it. 

After the walking and sight 
seeing, the Florentine restau- 
rants are perfect to re-energlse 
yourself. The Florentines, like 
•other Italians, are very proud of 
their cuisine. IVpical dishes are 
the bistecca alia florentina, a 
thick , high-quality grilled '-beef 
steak, served quite rare; various 
rib-sticking, vegetable based 
soups made with bread and 
served with a drizzle of excellent 
Tuscany olive, oil on top; .and 
white beans with everything. 


Among the soups, two tradition- 
al Rorentine favourites are 
pappa al pomodoro (tomato, 
basil, and bread) and ribollita 
vegetable and ham soup with 
bread. The prosaic sound of 
these dishes belies their irre- 
sistible flavour. It would be a 
crime not to elaborate on white 
beans. The classics are white 
beans cooked with fresh sage 
and tomato (fagioli atruccelleuo] 
and white beans with sausage 
(fagioli e salsiccia). 

As for wine, Chianti Is the 
most ubiquitous, though quality 
can vary a lot. Ocher chan a 
good Chianti.' you should not 
leave without tasting tlie exquis- 
ite Brunello di Montaclino or the 
more moderately priced, but 
very good, Vino Nobile di 
Montepulclano. 


sandwiches to 40 l! ^ 
soup to crostini. ijjf- '] 

Buon appetitol 
Don't leave 

without try- 
ing some 
of them- 
d i c i 0 n a 1 
Florentine dislies. To 
do so, head to AII'Antico 
Risroro di' Camlii in tlie heart of 
the quarter known as San 
Frediano. This restaurant lias an 
excellent selection of local wines 
and olive oil. Another choice is 
Mario, a favourile among 
Florentines and foreigners with 
Its (lown-lininc rdcndly service 
and crowds silting al communal 
tables looks more like a rheaire 
than n restaurant. 

If a Wine Bar is wimt you like. 



Once upon a time, the tratto- 
ria ( family owned restaurants) 
was an everyday cstabllsliment 
offering simple, hearty fond. 
Nowadays, the charm of these 
places has acquired a price tag, 
so a meal in a well-known tratto- 
ria may be just as elegant (and 
expensive) as in the more sober- 
ly named ristorance. Pizzerias 
^quently offer a whole range of 
clioices from' steak to fish, but 
it's worth remembering chat the 
pizzeria's speciality is pizza. 
Among the wonderiiil but lesser- 
known additions to the dining 
repertoire are the na^chetterla 
and enoteca ( wine bar). These 
specialized wine dealers fre- 
quently serve delicious snacks 
ranging; from typical Hiscany 


Clicn try Casa del Vino, the old- 
est cnutccii In Rorence, founded 
in 1890. Tliiriy red and white 
wines ,ivnilablc for tasting and 
800 different labels on sale. 
Don't expect a sit-down meal 
here; Just lean on the counter, 
enjoy your wine and nibble on 
delicious, crusty sandwiches 
with special ’lliscany dell meats, 
salmon, liver or tuna. 

Apart from its famous cuisine, 
Florence is heaven for the sight- 
seeing lover. One can enjoy a Tull 
day visiting landmarks, monU-' 
menCs, and historic sights. 
Ponte Vecchio, the "old brid^” 
Is a unique structure and a syiHr 
bol of Florence llnkipg both 
si^es of the city together. This 
bridge in itS: current shape datefi; 


bj„.n 

■nicntherekdieCa 
Santa Maria del Rote 
which is the fdii/d'k 
world. "Hie 

aiToidsawonderfyip 

Florence, is a s# ' 
climb than tl» ^ 
although boiti cll« t 
views. 
ami 

in a better 
It was constnicttdi 
bell tower for •» 
(417 itepi, lliM” “ 
equally , 

In a city ifl" 

Inj what , nuiK""'*'' 

bard task, 

onetifthejm®"® 
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^ to one of the three 
^dvbngelo Davids present hi 

f'MMce. 

fbrnice is a thriving on 
•ifwanrileactMiy. Auiinpor- 
ihopping destination fur 
^ 'iiitoris a stroll over Ponte 
^diio. where jewellers still 
till today behind fantas- 
^ bcilliant display windows . 
■Jw ire In search of leather 
I'-^t then heed towards the 
Croce area. 

^ you are looking for the 
ind unusual, tlicn the 
of shops called II Papiro 
^ fw you. Exquisite hnnd- 
tnarbieised Florentine 
and other stationary tiiat 
J*8W0fiderfij| present can be 
these shops. However, 
can be found at 

f lower prices at stalls at the 
^nio Market. Strolling 
Maggio and Via Santa 
you will find a variety of 
ranging from the. 
^toert deco. Ifyou are 
in buying, most mei- 
j^vdllarmngethe shipping 

are still there on a 
b mf? sure not 

J 7® Campus Mercato 

* nille aighg the banks- 



SIGHTS SEEN IN THE 
MIND'S EYE COULD 
NEVER BE DESTROYED. 
STRABO( 64BC-21AD) 


kitchenware to 
food. 

In the heart of the 
city, one will find 
many other markets, 
like the Mercaro di San 
Lorenzo which is probably the 
most popular with it Is ail-day 
every-day displays. Keep in mind 
this market Is a rip olT. for it is a 
touristic site. 

The best thing to do on a 
Thursday morning \& to visit- the 
Mercato dci Piorl. Tliis spectac- 
ular flower market is one of a 
kind in Florence and a must to 

'ifyoii are not into sightseeing 
or sliopping you can enjoy a vari- 
ety of sports. One can play golf, 
tennis, or go horseback riding. 
Here one can ride through parks 
and enjoy a breathtaking land- 
scape. One can also go on day 
trips to neighbouring areas like 
Sienna and Pisa. 

Ill many respects Florence has 
remained quite a quiet city In 
most times. Still visitors can go 
tliere, stroll down its streets, sip 
on a cappuccino or iced teas in 
piazzas. But In chilly evenings 
ydu can find people scattered in 
the night-clubs Florence has to 
offer. The night life in this city is 
lively, people are very trendy 
ready to ev\loy the night- Here 

one can go.daiiclng with a differ- I 

eiit theme in different places. ! 
f One should always remeinber 

I that, the vitality of this small, citjt 

f the robustness of its. Cuisine, tjie 
enduring beauty of its aiyhitec- 
! ture and richness of Its treasures, 

^ will always educate, exhilarate 
i and daZzle those who go. to see 


RULA DAJANI 


Try net le look like a tourist whan 
you are IrewulIng.'Waar plain 
clothes that won't ghro the Impres- 
sion you am carrying money or 
valuables. Leave fewelery at heme- 
including flashy rings and flashy 
watches. You don't want to attract 
the wrong people. 


I SOUTH AFRICA; TRAVEL AOINTS 

launch boycott of British airways | 




latvia-spain-visas 


eyRUl-AOAJANI 

Thiwi (I Tourltm 


, panish . citizens are ! 

’■ ^^allovred to .travel to ; 
^yutidawitiiput visas. 

- Although an agreement on 
the abolition of vjsas betwen’ 
.Latvia arid Spain Iwsinot yet 
come intp' force,-. Spanish -.citL; 

. zens can ’enter latvla witho^it 

. visas’^g.qf.Haj^7th^ : • 

■jilifeiFol^ign Minjsh-yV press 


secretary told BNS agency that 
an order to this effect We^s 
issued by the commander of 
the: Border Guard,. Cunars 
Dabolins, tqkini; Into ■ arcouiic 
Spain's favorable attitude 
toWarids Latvia! Noting that 
Latvian citizens c;pu1d already 
, travel to Spain wjthoui visas as 
1 of iStMarsih, ^ : , 


Cape Town — Travel agents 
countrywide have embarked on 
a boycott of British Airways (BA) 
after it announced plans to cut 
travel agent conmiisslons from 
1st April, a SARA correspondent 
reported on Friday (I2th March). 

BA deckled in February to cut 
commissions earned by travel 
agents on its published fares 
from 9 to 7 per cent. Agents, 
allegedly chmiping BA brochures 
and diverting business to other 
airiines. were adding service fees 
ro BA fares and had closed their 
doors to BA representarives. 

This followed a call for aaion 
by the Association of South 
African Travel Agents (ASATA), 
South Africa's biggest travel 
agent representative body. 

ASATA national retail council 
chairperson Vanya I.essing said 
basic commissions were not 
negotiable. “Consumers will be 
affected in that service levels will 
decline, service fees will be 
charged for BA transactions and 
BA will not have enough staff to 
deal vrith the public on its own." 
she said. 

BA's general manager In South 
Africa, Louise Fowler, said the 
airline had not indicated it would 
lefUse'ASATA's request. “Wleare. 
open to new ideas and have con- 
sist^tiy said.^t we are pre- 


pared to continue discussing this 
issue, as we have been doing nil 
along." She said BA had dis- 
cussed commission lestnicmr- 
ing witli ASATA and key trade 
partners for two years and want- 
ed to cut its distribution costs. 
Agcius, wlio derived thuir 
income from commissions on 
travel products, said the cut 
would erode their earnings and 
force smaller retailers out of ^ 
business. They also feared ovlwr 
airlines would follmv suit. 

BA's announcement sparked 
an urgent strategy meeting by 
ASATA and major travel agent 
consortia last week. BA was 
given a deadline rliis week to 
revert its decision or face action. 

Dissatisfied with the airline's 
response. ASATA called for the 
boycott. BA then announced it 
had put its commission restruc- 
turing plans on hold, pending 
discussions witii ASATA. It called 
on ASATA to sliow good faith by 
vnthdrawing its call to agents. 

By Friday the assodation had 
not yet complied. BA's ffanchise 
partner, Cbmair, an autonomoiis- 
' ly run South African airline with 
no equity held by BA. said It 
would not change its existing 
commission levels. 
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ARE YOUR TEEfH 
AGING FASTER 
THAN YOU ARE? 


' T 

- ■ ■- \'{v’ I every decade. Here are the 
, . -'’1 Li^hanges you can expect and 

In your twenties, teeth begin 
yellowing as stains build up and 
salts From silver flilings may 
cause graying in surrounding 
areas. This is a good time to get 
i ‘r 1 ' trouble spots refilled. Brush well 

‘ jj ■'C •. drinking dark liquids and 

» *f' 7 v \ ‘ don’t smoke, 

p ‘ V i ^ become 

noticeably darker, as enamel 
Y erodes and more dentin (the yel- 

. ® low core) is exposed. The edges 

\ ' '*V^H|gb|Lu|i||^^ of front teeth can flatten from 
1 years of biting and chewing. 
^ ' - v?^ ' Brush often so stains won't dull 

^®oth further and break bad 
habits like chipping at hard candy. 
You can expect continued darkening and sometimes shorten- 
ing in your forties and beyond. Tiny cracks on the surface of 
teetl) can deepen making teeth more prone to stairs and break- 
age. But if you brush, floss and see your dentist regularly you'll 
probably never need dentures. 





Interviews vddi college students 
in Wisconsin and Michigan 
reveal a darker twist to the 
effects of horror films and 
television on children: Long 
term fear that lingers Into adult- 
hood. University of Michigan 
reseaichers st^ today 26 percent 
of die students interviewed 
dted "residual anxiety" years 
after their childhood expo- 
sure to horror. The anxiety 
ranges from sleepless nights 
and crying spells, to phobic 
reactions to situations such 
as lid^ts or horror-movde pfops 


such as needles, insects, stonns 
and blood. UM researcher 
Kristen Hanison while die 
effects of movie fright on chil- 
dren Is well-documented, the 
fact that one in four of the 
young adults surveyed expe- 
rience lingering fear "should 
be of major concern.'^ She 
says the media should be par- 
ticularly concerned about 
"blood and gore" on televi- 
sion and Its potential "for 
causing enduring fright 
reactions." 

by Elizabeth Manning, (UPI) 

•■StA - 





Yield! 4 servings 
HM l riiiii value per sendiigs 
Caioriest 75 
Chelesleroli Img 
Pall 0.8g 
PIberi 4.5g 
Protelni 4.4g 
Sodiums 163mg 

Ingredients: 

2 slices whole wheat bread 

2 small eggplants (about 8 
ounces each) 

1 medium tomato, finely 

1/3 cup finely chopped onion 

1/3 cup finely diopped celery 

1/8 teaspoon salt 

1/4 teaspoon minced fresh 
parsley, or 2 teaspoons dried 

2 tablespoons grated non-fat or 
reduced-lat Parmesan cheese 

Method: 

1 . Tear the bread into pieces 
and place In a blender or food 
processor. Process into fine 
crumbs and set aside. 

2. Cut each eggplant in half 
lengthwise, and scoop out 
reserving the flesh, leaving a 
3/8-inch‘thick shell. lYlm a 
■small piece off the bottom of 
each shell, if liecessarv. to 


non-stick cooking spray. Finely 
chop the removed eggplant 
and transfer to skillet. Add the 
tomato, bell pepper, onion, cel- 
ery, salt and black popper to 
the skillet and place over medi- 
um lieat. Cover and cook, stir- 
ring occasionally, for 5 minutes, 
or until the vegetables are 
almost tender. 

4. Remove the skillet from 
the heat and stir in the bread 
crumbs and parsley. Divide the 


eggplant mixture ^ ^ 

hollowed out eggplahj 
5. Coat a shalloW!bakl^ 
with non-stick cooking , 
and arrange the stufTed she) 
in the dish. SprinWe;'r|fi(f 
spoons of cheese over tije fe 
of each stuffed shell ahdbal 
a\ 350 degrees fthrenfi’^ fi 
25 minutes or umll 
heated through and th^top' 
golden brown. • 







enhancing drug 
effectiveness 



University team reports achieving' 
a threc-ibid enhancement in die 
effectiveness of a compound that 
can be used to sluit down a key 
link in the immune-response ^ 
tern by first binding the molecule 
to an existing cellular protein. In 
so doing, (he rcseardiers demon- 
strated tliat combining dnig 
compounds with certain 
naturally occurring 
JK . ,: ' proteins shows 



developed 
|lidns of years ago. 
found an 
Atiiit^pptendally can 
^Vtiia/]e^ctiveness and 
ef^ of a wide 
' drugs. In the 
[p^. of the National 
/ Q^Sdeitces, the Stanfbid 


real promise as an alternative way 
to produce improved phannaceu 
ticals, particularly immiino-siip- 
pressive, anti-inflammation and 
anti-cancer drugs, says Gerald 
Crabtree, associate investigator at 
tlie Howaid Hughes Medical 
Institute. 

By IJdin Wasowicz, (UPI) 






HAPPY MARRIAGE 
KEEPS BLOOD 
PRESSURE DOWN 


.1 


A happy marriage in wliich 
couples share activities helps 
keep blood pressure under con- 
trol, according to a landmark 
study piiblislied in tlie /^ericaii 
oumal of Hypertension. The 
study by Dr. Brian Baker and his 
colleagues in the Department 
of Psydiiatry at The Toronto 
in Toronto, Canada, 
for the first time sliows there 
ndglit be an association between 
blood pressure and the coliesion 
of one's marital relationship. Dr, 
Michael W^bei; a journal editor, 
s;^ the study suggests that as 


part of tlie medical examina- 
tion, physicians should ask 
their patients about marital 
harmony and spousal relation- 
ships. “Hypertension may be 
measured by a simple number 
but it is by no means a simple 
medical problem," said Weber, 
president of the American 
Society of Hypertension. High.^;: 
blood pressure is linked tO'^^ 
changes in the heart and the%^ 
rest of the cardiovascular sys-/^^ 
tern that ultimately can lead coaL 
. heart disease and strokes. 

By Lidia Wascowlcz, (UPI) wi; 



NEW OIU.EANS (UPI) 

University researchers say hor- 
mone replacement therapy 
might not always be helpful to 
women who have had heart 
attacks. 

The doctors said today their 
research shows that women 
who begin estrogen treatments 
after a heart attack are at a 
greater risk of having addition- 
al heart attacks or angina-type 
pain than those who started 
the therapy before their heart 
attacks. 

Bur the researchers, who pre- 
pared their report for the annu- 
al meeting of the American 
College of Cardiology in New 
Orleans, said hormone use still 
has benefits for women who do 
not already have heart disease. 
"Hormone replacement thera- 
py should not be tlirown out," 
said Dr. Karen Alexander, an 
associate in medicine at the 
Duke Clinical Research 
Institute. Durham, N.C, "We 
should not scare Che people on 
hormone replacement thera- 
py," • 

Alexander said estrogen 
replacement therapy is associ- 
ated with many positive heart 
factors., But, she said. "I would 


hormone 
replacement therapy for tlie 
purpose of improving coronary 
status," 

The study is the .second in a 
year that finds an association 
between new use of liomioncs 
in women who have previous 
heart disease aiul the occur- 
rence of a second cardiac 
“cvenc," such as a heait attack 
or unstable angina - chest pain 
chat occurs witlioiit exercise. 
Alexander said the two studies 
suggest that doctors must 
reconsider the general message 
that hormone therapy is good 
for the hearts of post- 
menopausal women. 

“What is going on is not clearly 
known," she said. "We need to 
find out what is changing. 
iUexander scrutinized a 1996 
study of the use of aspirin in 
heart attack patients. She and 
her colleagues found that more 
than 37 percent of women who 
started using hormone therapy 
after their attack were hospital- 
ized for unstable angina within 
a year. That rale of hospitaliza- 
tion was significantly higher 
than for women who had never 
used hormones, 17 percent: 
and those wlib had . used them 


before their heart attack, 21 
percent. 

A study reported last Augusr 
was the first clue that women 
with heart disease should not 
start hormone replacement 
rhurapy, which consists of daily 
doses of estrogen for women. 
The University of Californiu at 
San Francisco study showed 
chat hormone therapy 
appeared to increase the risk ol 
a heart attack, especially in the 
first year of treatment in post- 
menopausal women with heart 
disease. 

It concluded that there was no 
overall cardiac benefit to hor- 
mone use ill tliese women dur- 
ing the four years of the trial, 
and chat rhe risk of heart 
attacks seemed to increase 
soon after starting hormones. 
Alexander said her study indi- 
cated that about 6 percent of 
women who have heart attacks 
or other coronary syndromes 
are put on hormone therapy. 
She said that it is likely hints of 
problems with liormone replace- 
ment theraiv ate Imbedded In 
otlier laige studies on women and^ 
might provide clues as to wliy 
the tlierapy after heart attacks 
becomes a problepi for some. 


(Mure success in more Ihcin 
Iss. take pride In feeling 
(ter and hedllhler, looldng 
'(ter, wearing d sitinlier site 
id managing stress wiiliduf 
teing to fdod.",--''- -:'-^' -:. ^ 



, ‘ ; I I < u I I Mill 


spvtiyr conglgllitg u4 a 
combination of hyEro- 
gan poroxldo« gpIceSf 
chill and plddlng [ulcas. 
5ho hns gradually feuon 
losing hor sonio of 
smoll and has constant 
headaches and nosed con- 
gestion. 8ho has had 
examlnatlens and tosh^ 
hut nswor lolls tho doc- 
tors .about her home 
remedy. I'm very con- 
cerned about this prab- 
lom. She soya that since 
she's not using com- 
mercial sprays, she 
doesn't have to worry 
about becoming depen- 
dent on this one. Help! 

DEAR READER: From the 
soLiiici of your letter. I’d say 
that your daughter is pick- 
ling hor nose, ami the nerves- 
of smell as well. 1he strong 
components of her spray 
may rcriaiiily cause tissue 
damage. It's curious why she 
refuses to divulge her secret 
to the doctors. Perhaps she 
is experiencing secondary 
gain by being miserable and 
ovcrtesccd. This is not 
appropriate. *1Vy to convince 
her to give up her kitchen- 
medicine proclivity and put 
herself in tlie hands of a 
capable ear-nose-and-throat 
specialist. 

People do not become 
dependent on commercial 
nose sprays. Rather, the 
problem is that many of 
tliese preparations cause a 
condition called "rebound": 
After about a week of. con- 
stant use. the sprays cause 
(instead of relieve) nasal con- 
gestion. lb counteract this 
complication, patients often 
increase . the iise of tlic 
sprays, thereby subjecting 
chepnselves to a ideious cycle 
of yet more' nasal .irritation 
and congestion. I'm ..sure 
that your daughter can be 
helped by stopping her 
hotneinade. spray and ‘fess? 
I ing up to a specialist. 







VIRTUAL 'GANG' ON 
INTERNET WINDS UP 
IN REAL TROUBLE 

lAYETTEVILLE, Georgia <AP) — Liw officers in this southern U.S. sttite 
have accused a group ofeeen-agerf of lecmitiiig gang membcis based on 
a Web ate created tire group. 

Fayette County slierilTs deputies obtained watTcints to arrest five teen- 
agers on draiges of violating the Georgia Street C^rg and Terrorism Act. 

A 17-yearold, who was not identified, was arrested Tliui'sday. and his 
father said Ire found die whole ordeal hard to comprehend. 

“One of tlreir buddies last year jokingly created a Web page and put 
five people's nairres on it," lie said. "It's just five kids wlio live in the neigh- 
borhood." 

If convicted of encouraging otliers.tojoin the "[1011111 5 Cntckaz," the 
teen-agers coukl Ire sentenced to lOyears in prison. 

SlrerifT Bnice Jordan said the site, whidi gives the boys' lull names 

along widi "street" names such as Baby Z and Killa Hirk, is a recruiting 
tool ‘ even though it does not solicit members for a gang in this southern 
Atlanta subuih. 

'An Internet site drat says liow great your group is is basically advertis- 
ing your group," Joirian said. "We're ti^ng to be proactive and keep fi-om 
having a serious gnirg problenr." 

Debbie Seagraves, director oftlie Georgia chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, said dre slierilTs office Iras violated the boys' First 
Ameirdnrent rigiits. 

"if they break tlie law in the real world, not die virtual wo|;ld, that's a 
different matter," Ms. Seagraves said. "If they are punished for telling 
other kids about tlieir group, tlrat's a clear violation of tbeir rights." 


MICROSOFT TO 
REORGANIZE 


knowledge workers. The com- 
pany is ciiri'cntly oigairized In 
three groups based on comput- 
er operating systems, applica- 
tions, and other activities such 
as online services. 

Formal announcement of the 
changes could come as early as 
next week. 

Herbold said the reorganiza- 
tion, which follows a seven- 
irroirth internal review of 
Microsoft operations, is unre- 
lated to the U.S. government's 
antitrust actions against the 
company. 


REDMOND. Washington (DPA) 
Software giant Microsoft 
Corporation said Friday it 
would soon annuimcc a reoiga- 
nfzation based on customer 
service instead of its current 
structure centered around 
technology. 

Word came at a special 
shareholders' meeting from 
Chief Operating Officer Bob 
Herbold, Bloomberg News 
reported. 

The four new groups will be 
consumers; enterprises or cor- 
porate customers; software 
developers, and so-called 


CURL 

GOOD 

T he insatiable appetite for trivia 
about stars now extends to a 
web switc recording what tlicy 
get up to on the Net, reports John 
Naughton. 

LONDON — One of the curses of jour- 
nalism is its insatiable appetite for triv- 
ia about stars. No supplement is com- 
plete without news of what Cher k^eps 
in her fridge, the books David Beckham 
is reading or what Jonathan Ross has on 
his laptop. 

It is only a matter of time until some- 
one thinks of asking them what they do 
on the Net. In America. Encyclopaedia 
Britannica's "portal" site 
(www.eblast.com) has been doing it for 
ages with a feature called "Bookmarks 
of the Smart and Famous". 

Some of the people on the list are so 
smart and famous that this column has 
never heard of them. Never mind. There 
are some big names too. Novelist Scott 


UP WITH A 
BOOKMARK 


Turow confesses to using the Not to 
research novels. He has browsed it 
recently to find information on the dis- 
mal performance of the Chicago Cubs, 
as well as “lesbian erotica and the rules 
and history of field hockey". 

Mary Matalin, the political commen- 
tator married to Bill Clinton's electoral 
strategist. James Carvilic, confesses 
that her uses of the Net arc iminclane. 
“Given my current time constraints, due 
to a four- month-old, a three-year-old 
and a husband with the same maturity 
level - unfettered cybersurfmg is impos- 
sible. When I do get a chance to slip 
into Internet mode, practical sites best 
serve my needs. Most are news or news 
analysis, with a focus on political nich- 
es." 

The writers in ED's list evidently use 
the Net as a reference library. Some 
favour The Complete Works of Wifliain 
Shakespeare (the- tcch.mii.edu/ 
Shakespeare/) which enables users to 


clii-cli quotes and find references veij 
tluickly. Michael Kinsley, editor of 
Microsoft's online magazine, Sliit 
(www,sl.itc,coin|, favours The Works of 
rite Bard (www,gh,cs,usyd,edo,au; 
matty/Shakcs|)care/| and is touchingly 
devoted to the online version of iht 
King Jollies Bible at esiragon. uchici' 
go.edu/ Bibles/. 

The distinctive bookmarks areib(i» 
of Marvin Minsky, the MIT ariifichl 
intelligence guru, which is only to be 
expected since he has one of the non 
original minds on the planet. It was 
Minsky who directed me to Alexandff 
Chislenko's extraordinary Wonders of 
the Web site (www.lucirer.com/sasha/ 
hoinc.html) which is an incellcriuat 
goldmine in which I could cheerfully 
have spent the week. As the Bible does- 
n’t say (I checked), by their bookmarks 
shall yu know them. 


us GRANTS APPROVAL FOR 
AOL PURCHASE OF NETSCAPE 


WASHINGTON (DPA) — The U.S. justice Department laic 
Friday granted regulatory approval for America Online to 
purchase Netscape, forming a competitive rival to software 
giant Microsoft Corporation. 

America Online, the nation's largest online service with 
more than 16 million subscribers, offered 8.98 billion dol- 
lars last November to purchase Netscape, maker of the pop- 
ular Navigator and Communicator web browsers, software 
used to navigate the Internet global computer network. 

The Justice Department's antitrust division also approved 
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Tur^fers to jam 

ESTONIAN PHONE 
FIRM LINES 


TECHNOLOGY 21 


ffltllNN im - Estoninii 
intinei users •n'Sry m 
Fisti Telefott (ET) Put tile 

itrtnl introduction of cun- 
iiilign fees have called on 
, linns of die fised-line 
Mopoly to try to Jam its 
itnvork in protest tin 
Hatch 30. 

ru a statement placed on 
ibe Internet, an anonymous 
jMup of net users called on 
EtsilTelefon clients to sim- 
ply pick up the phone at 3 
p.m. (1300 GMT) in an 
iitenpi to overload its nei- 
votli. 

At the end of last year 
Etsti Telefon introduced a 
liwl price of SO. 03 for 
ntry connection estab- 
, lishrd.butat the same time 
hmered the price for local 
nils by 50 percent - osten- 
liblyio Favor the now angry 
internet users. 

‘it seems that 200 million 
iroons profit is not enough 
j ibrEesti Telefon so it plans 
>0 raise the profit by 140 
I iniilion kroons only by 


beginning to charge from 
eslablishiiig n connection," 
the stiiienieiu said. 

Fevsti Telefon iitfortiiatfuii 
director liiino Kiviloo told 
Reuters the March 30 
prote.m would not create a 
serious problem. 

"The worst that can hap- 
pen is that the lines would 
become blocked up and 
clients who need to call 
can't do that," Kiviloo 
said." 

Holding company Eesti 
Telekom currently owns 51 
percent of Eesti Telefon and 
leading mobile operator 
Eesti Mobilitelelon (EMT). 

Finland's Sonera and 
Sweden's Telia own 49 per- 
cent of EMT and ET, 

Telekom's share.s wme 
recently fluatod on stock 
exchanges in Loiulnn and 
Tallinn. 


AOl.'s related Sno million dollar partnership with Sun 
Microsystems. 

The approval comes from the same, government office 
that Is prosecuting Microsoft for antitrust violations m 
packaging Its rival Internet snf'iware, Explorer, with its 
Windows operating system. The government argues in * 
trial now before a federal court that the practice gave 
Microsoft an unfair advantage against Netscape. 

Executives for AOL, Netsenpe and Sun have trsofiol 
against Microsoft in the antitrust trial. 


MITSUBISHI TO 
CUT 400 JOBS 
IN UK 

lOWO (AFP) — Japan's Mitsubishi Electric Corp. said Friday it 
"’Hild withdraw from personal computer pruductinii in Britain 
JdoiMOOjobs as part ofa group reorganization. 

Mitsubishi Electric will halt its de.sign and mamifacinring busi- 
"jss. carried out by its wholly-owned sulisldlary Apricot 
^iputers Ltd. 

■fwillcloseitsdesign and sales operation in nirmiiigliam and Its 
'^^feciuring plant in GkMirothes, near l:cllnlHirgh, by June, 
blowing the move, the electric .niacliinery maker will slash 
TOts 540-strong workforce by 400 jobs. Including 200 
^nced in January. 

cinpluyucs will work In .sy.siem bilegrmjon. 

L-Dfh w ® ^ review of our operations it is clear that 

t opportunities are exireniL'Iy limited in Europe 

wit the biggest or niche market players," said Peter Horne, 
i ^"WdlrectoroFAprlcoi. 

best long-term opportunity lies within those areas where 
we have the skilLs and cxpcritsc to make a substantial 
; the market." 

I shl Electric said the restructuring was^one step towards 
i ^ final's group earnings. It will now concentrate Its 
Computer business in Kamakura, sotithwest of Tbkyo. ‘ 
^oT**'^u''^*** about special losses of"a few fens of bil- 
probably less- than 50 billion yen ($416 millionr Ip 
I “ ^1 . a spokesman said. 

. osses were already counted in the firm’s earnings pW' 
-Tl«n he said. ^ ' 

ilfllion* , forecast It would suffer a group pre-tax loss of,- 
ad!S ” y®ar as stagnant sales Of microchips and elec> 
‘"®ssive restructuring cfjsts, ' ' , , ' 

Issleg ® loss of 40 billion yen dlie to extraordinary 

htte eitiiti domestic and overseas operttionsj Salei : 


MOTOROLA SUES 
INTEL, CLAIMS UNFAIR 
COMPETITION 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Motorola has 
filed a lawsuit against rival computer 
chipmaker Intel Corp., claiming Intel 
and a top manager targeted Motorola 
workers for employment in order to 
obtain trade secrers. 

Motorola, based in Schaumburg, 
Illinois, claims chip designer Mark 
McOennotr and 15 other Motorola 
employees hired on by Intel since 
September to work at a new chip 
design center in Austin have sensitive 
information about Motorola's chip 
technology. 

The company on Thursday sought an 
injunction to prevent Intel, based in 


Santa Clara, California, from placing 
such workers in Jobs where they could 
reveal that iiirormation. 

"It became obvious that, our intel- 
lectual property and knowledge was 
significantly at risk here," said Billy 
Edwards, Motorola corporate vice 
president and director of strategic 
management and planning. "We don't 
want them to place these former 
employees in a position where they 
will disclose our trade secrets." 

According to the suit, McDermott, 
who is also named as a defendant, is 
using his "intimate knowledge" of 
Motorola's Austin center to target key 


engineers. 

Intel spokesman Chuck Miilloy said 
his company had not yet seen the law- 
suit and therefore could not commeiit. 

Motorola officials said its standard 
employee agreement requires workers 
to protect company trade, secrets, 
even after they leave the company. 
However, the company said it did not 
ask McDermott or other employees to 
sign a “noncompete" agreement, 
which would h>ive barred them from 
working for a competitor. 


WEB SITE GIVES SURFERS 
LOOK AT MARINE SCIENCE 


FORT PIERCE (AP) — Imagine 
coming face-to-fncc with a 
yellow shark olT the coast of 
Rraxil, then watching as It is 
gently forced to expel Its 
stuinach contents for tests 
that could save the threat- 
ened species. 

Or peering over the shoul- 
der of world-renowned 
marine scientists ar the 
moment they discover a sea 
sponge containing a com- 
pound for new medicine that 
could slow the development 
of cancer. 

Starting Friday, it will all 
be possible, and no scuba 
gear or shark repellent is 
necessary. 

The Harbor Drancb 
Oceanographic Institution is 
launching a new Web site • 


www.at-sea.org - that will 
post daily dispatches frum 
its marine expeditions 
worldwide. 

"We want to cover ocean 
science adventures - real 
frontier stuff, " said Scan 
Kelley. Web master at Harbor 
Branch. "People wc run Into 
in the lunch line Just came 
back from 3,000 feet (915 
meters] below the ocean. We 
want to get those stories 
out." 

The first dispatches will 
come via e-mail from the 
research ship where Sam 
Gruber, a University of Miami 
scientist, is studying yellow 
sharks off the coast of Brazil. 
In addition to written 
reports, the dally updates 
will Include video clips. 


Tlie chance to give the 
public an up-close look at 
the expeditions was wel- 
comed by Shirley Pomponi, 
director of Harbor Branch's 
division of biomedical 
marine research. Her work 
relies on funding through 
private and government 
grants. 

The camera crew from At 
Sea will accompany Pomponi 
in August on a drug discov- 
ery mission in the Gulf of 
Mexico, the Florida Keys and 
the Bahamas. 

At Sea also is planning to 
broadcast dispatches from a 
research buoy in the 
Bahamas. The . National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration plans Lo use 
the buoy to record the sound 


of rain on the ocean's sur- 
face and ineasnre rainfall 
nniniims In remote areax, 
said Mary Clark, director of 
the Harbor Branch media lab. 

The researchers at the 
facility about 241 kilometers 
north of Miami have long 
been known for their cut- 
ting-edge work. A sub- 
mersible acrylic sphere 
developed there was used to 
help search for the remains 
of the space shuttle 
Challenger after it exploded 
off Florida's coast. The sub- 
mersibles also allow 
researchers to troll the 
depths for undiscovered 
species. 


INDIAN CORRUPTION BUSTERS 
HIT THE INTERNET 


bought the British firni In 1990 for about ilO ,, 
• million). • ‘ '‘s'.;; 


LUCKNOWi,lpdla;(AFR) -r A group of senior bureaucrats 
bent oh purging' the iiidlah. civil service (IAS) of corruption 
have taken their struggle, onto the Internet. 

"Know a corrupt official? Just tell says the website^:, 
of the, IAS . Action Croup - www.Actlongroup.8m.tbm ■ 
which was .still under construction Friday. 

T|ie Action Group, which was set up by 50 top bilreaii- 
ertts In the northern, stare of Uttar Prad.^sh, has wa^ a 
lilghfy publicized three-ye^r battle against corruption and 
n'epdtisin in the, civil setyice., | V 

tiiie “fraid india -valms : 

cases;. id .the. 

".s'fate.''"'..'j ^ ..lirl',...'- 


As.well as informing the- public, the A.ction Group hopes 
the website will encourage. people to expose corrupt offl- 
rials. ; 

"If you know sbntcone'vylio Is Indulging in corruption or 
know a corrupt-activity arid you are sure it is-harming the 
people and the country ar|)afge or otherwise, ju^t /tejl \\i 
of the person or instance of corruption/j'. thjf websffe sayis', - 
vowing aho.nymi^ tq aiiy informants, • ' -i '' 

Corruptidii is rife'' In, India. .Bribes aVe demaii'ded, and 
given for. B)mpst| every ^er^Jc^. from spe^^ing up e|ectrtc- 
ity.and gas; co'nqect).dtia.. to obtaining drtvin ppd 

g'ett1^g.,ydu adnilt^^edl to achoolSi ■ : ^ 












01:30 ZDF InBlde Report 
02:00 Journal-Mil Tagesihema 
02:30 KulUir-Galarie-Das 
Kuiturmagazln 

03:00 Journal-Con Tbma Dal DIa 
I'Journal-Wllh'lbp Story 
03:30 Qermany Today. 

04:00 Journal-MitTageattiema 
04.30 ScWslze DerWalt 
04:45 Chiomk 

05:00 jQuntal-With lb|»3toiy 
05:30 Made In Gerfnsii^.Ttie 
Business Magazine 
06:00 Jouriwl-MIt l&gefmnia 
06:30 Deutschland Hsi4e 
07:00 Journal -Wlih Tw.&tory 
07:30 ZOF (nside Rep^ 

06:00 Journal-MIt T ha jii| h jsina 
06:30 Kmtur-GBl8r1e^i||^. 
Kutturmagazln 
09:00 Journal-WIlh liiwMew 
09:30 Germany IbdayV''- 
10:00 Jourral-MIt IntaMgyv 
1 0:80 Sch%tze Der l(lMl , 
10:46 Chrortk . 

1 1 :00 Joumai-WIth 


12:00 Jourrul'Ult InmWf 
12:30 Deutschland 
13:00 JoumaFWIih 1rii|ir|iaM 
13:30 ZDF Inside Re^,. 

14:00 Joumal-MK Die VKohe I 

14:30 Kutlut^Galefle^illl^' I 

KuHurmagazIn • . 

16:00 Joumal-WKh IrrsHVlaw 
15:30 Germany 1bday*' 'V 
16:00 Journal-MIt IntailMf 

16:30 Glauberwaactwit)<^' 

17:00 Joumal-Wllh 
17:30 Mads In Qerriuliifrme 
Bualneaa Magazine ‘ " 

18:00 Joumal-MIt Inlarvieiir 

18:30 Setiai^iiatz Oeutetiland 

19:00 Journal-WIth Interview 

1 0:30 TreasureB 01 The World 

Sersngei 

19:46 Timeline 

20:00 Joumai-MIt Die Wbohe 

20:30 Picjekt ZukunU-Oas Zu- 

Kunttemagazin 

21:00 JautnahWIlh interview 

21:30 Germany Live 

22:00 Joienal-Mll Interview/ Journal- 

Con Con La Semana 

22;30 Aiemania En Vivo 

23:00 Jgurnel-Wilh The Week 

23:30 Arte Unllmlted-The Cultural 

Magazine 

00:00 Journel-Mil Interview 
00:30 Schauplatz Deutschland 



07:00 Journal 
TVS ■ 

07:1 5 Journal Des Arts El Des 
Spectedes 

07:30 Horizons Francophones' 
08:00 ParUr Sur La Route Des 




08:00 1 Married Dora 
08:25 Daddy Dearest 
08:50 The Charmings 
09:05 Silver Spoons 
09:40 Houston Knights 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One LIfeToUve 
1 1 ;45 General Hospital 
1 12:35 Sunset Beach 
1 13:25 Port Charles 
1 13:40 Designing Women 
Il4:15 1 Married Dora 
‘l4:40 Daddy Dearest 
15:05 The Charmings 
15:30 Sliver Spoons 
.15:55 Houston Knights 
1 16:45 Family Matters 
1 17; 10 Minor Adjustments 
17:35 Step By Step 
18:00 Police Academy 
1 9:00 Babylon 5 
20:00 Maximum Bob 
21 :00 La Femma Nikita 
22:00 Renegade 
23:00 From The Earth To The 
Moon 

00:00 Moeahe 
00:25 The Nanny 
00:50 Buddy Faro 
01:40 Michael Hayes 




06:30 Judge Judy 

06 00 Regia And Kalhy Lee(d 

Q7tt)Jeopardy(r) 

07:30 Wheel 01 Fortune 
08:00 Hdlyvraod Squaiea 
08:30 Solly Jesay Reaphael 
09:30 El Uncut 
lOKtOTha Roeeanrye Show 

I t oo Sunshine CuUna 

I I ;30 CooHng Secrets 01 The CIA 
12fl0 El News Davy 

12:30 HFYE 

1 3:00 Saly Jessy Raphael 

14: W G Behind The Scenes 

14:30 McMe TV 

ISKWItavel Update 

1 5:30 B Dining With Style 

16:00 El Homes Wtti Style 

16:30 Ei BeNnd The WIvet Rope 

17XX) The Roeeanne Show 

18:00 Jeopardy 

18:30 Wheel 01 Foitene 

1 9:00 Hollywood Squares 

19:30 Judge Judy 

20A) G In Focus 

21dX) Ellhie Holywoad Stories 

21 -30 G Behind The Velvet Rope 

22:30 Movie TV 

23:00 1Uk Soup 

23:300 News Dellyti) 

00:00 B Qoealp Week-End 
01 :00 SeVy Jseay RBpheel(rf 


ISHav^TiMJE 


Showcaea 
03:00 Sclanea 
Frontiers 

04:00 Discovery Profile Series 

06:00 Go For Itl 

06:00 Ushuala 

07:00 The New Explotera II 

08:00 Travelers 

09:00 Lonely Planet 

10:00 Inntimate Escapee 

10:30 Innttmate Eacepea 

l1:00Eyewllne88ll 

11:30 Splat 

12:00 Go For III 

13:00 The New Explorers II 

14;001Vavelera 

15:00 Inntimate Escapee 

16:30 Inntimate Escapes 

16:00 Ushuala 

17:00 Lonely Planet 

18:00 The Shark Rtaa 

1 9:00 Oceana Of Mystery 

19:30 TVro Worlds 

20:00 New Deledive, The 

21:00 Century Of Diacoverlea 

22:00 Discovery Profile Series 

23:00 Go For III 

00:00 Lonely Planet 

01:00 Oceana Of Mystery 


04:00 Chill Out Zone ■pv 

06:00 Night Videos 

07:00 Klcketart 

1 1 :00 European Top 20 

12:00 MTV Live Weekend 

17:00 Hitllst UK 

19:00 Newa Weekend Edition 

19:30 Say What 

20:00 So 90'a 

21:00 Most Selecied 

22:00 MTV Data Videos 

22:30 Fanatic 

23:00 MTV Live 

23:30 Beavis And Butthead 

00:00 Amour 

01:00 Base 


04:00 The Secret r 

World Of Alex Meek 
04:30 Mowgil 

05:00 Mighty Max I 

05:30 Rocko's Modern Ufe 

06:00 Real Monsters 

08:30 Doug 

07:00 Arthur 

07:30 Wlmzle'8 House 

08:00 Blues Clues 

08:30 The Busy World Of 

Richard Scarry 

09:00 Mr Men 

09:05 Mr Men 

09:10 Mr Men 

09:15 Magic Mountain 

09:30 The DIgawell Dog Show 

09:46 Little Hippo 

10:00 Arthur 

10:30 Hey Arnold 

1 1 ;00 The Wild Thomberrya 

11:30 Rugrais 

12:00 Kenan &Kel 

12:30 The Secret World 01 

Alex Mack 

13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko's Modern Life 
14:00 Real Monatere 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
15:00 Rugrata 
16:30 The Wild Thomberrya 
16:00 Kenan & Kel 
16:30 Mowgil 


01:00 QIgl uifintniiiiHi 

03:00 The Great Santinl 
05:00 The Charge Of The 
Lights Brigade ' 

07:00 Kid Galahad 
09:00 Wait Until Dark | 

1 1 lOO SIngIn' In The Rain 
13:00 Somebody Up There 
Likes Me 

1 5:00 Whatever Happened To 
Baby Jane? 

17:00 The Night Of The Hunter 
19:00 High Society 
21:00 Caiton Copy 
23:0QShaft 



07:30 Mickey 4 OohaJd 
12:30 Future Rocks 
13:15 Baywalch NIghls 
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■ SUNDAY. MAkcM uTTyoy 

By Stclln Wilder 

B om tudiiy, you are one of the most 
diverse <'ind talented individuals 
born under your sign, but it is tnie 
that you may be quite confused 
from time to time about exactly 
what it is in life you're truly “cut 
out" fori Indeed, your lifelong exploration of all 


that attracts, fascinates and involves you may pre- never unwilling to laugh at otliers, tool You lift 

dude any single great success in one area or r i. j i 

^ tlie spirits of those around you even when things 

another, but you will always be known as some- / 

thing of a "Jack-of-all-trades" in your work: there fullest. 

is nothing that you cannot do to some degree, Also born on this date are: Billy Crystal, actor 

and you often do it quite Weill . t l.- u « i - u i. ■■ ■ i 

. . .. andcomiCiKirby Puckett, baseball player; Michael 

You have a deep sense of your own importance 

in the world, but you do not take yourself too *“^*°'‘* Q^'^cy Jones, producer; Prince 

seriously. Always the first to laugh at yourself, but Albert of Monaco; Albert Einstein, physicist. 
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PISCES 

(Mitmh April III): 


^JiyB^numarous You’re likely to form an 

ejj^B^\oho080 from important new attach- 

but each door today which can 

wwri^iy lead you sustain you through 

eame des- some difficult limes In 
e the future. Keep an 

Kie/ open-mind. 


T/UJKUS 

(April Jjft-May 20): 

What you do not kpoyn 
should, not Inttmldate 
you today. You must bs 
willing to explore unfe- 
mlllar territory when the 
opportunity altses. Keep 
.your head upl 


You're.ln the mood for You rtiay be able to malri^ 
eotpe artistic satisfaction . tain ;Q very evenrtotn- ' . 
. today. Nowle.egoad pered, steady and calrrt 
: illTie for digging In and Bpproach|to ah Intpbrtant 
geftlitg ajhlaad oh a pet problem today Do what 
. project. you can te keep your 

temper In check. 


LiO 

(July 23"An(i;2ajv . 

You needn't. be sii'ch a; 

perfectlpnlsf today!; | 
Llghteri dp and lat.dth'r) 
era have a sayl YoU' : 
may find that life can 
be a lrifte easier ^nd ; 
less hectic If yoili share 
. the burden. 


VIRGO |lJNt-:ift y«?0f!lP80 ^GriTAHIUS CAPHICf»ITN ACiUAHIUS 

23-Sept. 22): <t*opl. (Oot. 24-Mov. 21) (Nov.(22-Liec. 21): (Oon. ;;.'?-^laii. 10): (Jan 20-l-'6ib< 10); 


23-Sept. 22): 

Wiiiwer IB an eesen- 
_f8|M^.(|lent today. 
^'jM^&rl^Whsn you 
'«b(^.wlthunex- 
liKW.qh^enges from 
ihd(i.ilidother.oppo- 
ri'nept8s‘. , 


Do what you can to pro- 
mote easy and soothing 
progress today. Avoid 
those who are unusually 
temperamental or 
demanding, and be 
wary ot the company 
you keep. 


This Is a good day for 
going about your busi- 
ness in the privacy of 
your own home. If you 
can make money at the 
aame time, all the bettarl 


You may be surprised Be sure to ask ques- The usual kind of small 

how quickly you fall Hone today. Don’t let talk you wlllinQiy accept 

under the spell of some- others dictate your In.moet social situations 
one new, either at work behavior without under- is likely to bore you 1o 
or during evening hours, standing why and what tears today. Try a new 

Keep your wits about It ie exactly that's In social outlet, 

you. store for you. 


m^7'-l¥>n i;: l| |l7i i‘(.')| ; f,V , 

iililbrfayi Incied* Qwincy "This M.igic Momei)t"...iis well as sever- 

wiu b»m In 1933 (age i n - i» i u-.. 

'il.flih.i*'. 

k19^ iockoy- In 1992 , as many .is 40-thoiisand 

people atlciidcd Farm Aid 5 at the Ibxas 

■wtlsIMl (age 4B)...Leval 43 

pHnlrtlttai g^yld la 19SB (age •'^fadiiim near Tlic 1 2-hour con- 

KUiiil Ibyter Hiinnn ,1 fh« cert rcaiiitetl Willie Nelson, Paul Simon, 

»i»i»f» ItBS (ago 1C). 



t rc.iuirc(l Willie Nelson. Paul Simon, 


Neil Young, John Mciicncamp. V^^yion 
TODAY'S Jennings, Tracy Chapman, Kris 

« KvistofTcrson, Arlo Guthrie, and Meric 

.MILESYONESs In 1994, it bomb threat disrupted a 

i * '960, Sam Cooke - whose nmsic A'™"™"*’ toncett on long 

1**0 inllaeijcc the neophyte reggne Island, New York.,No bomb was fbun4„ 
|**"®*t -opened his first Corlbbcmi Also In 1994. a fourth show was 
|*“!'^>'8 o Bay, Jamaica, added to Barbra Stmissnd’s London coh- 

I Elvis Presley’s 26th ccrts..,duc to the’demsnd’foridcketli.-;! - 

Andln1994.thaB6Hnflnajw,ft'it 

^N, Minnesota.,:- suffering from 

^*!l|t.nthau5tion. He was forced to "Bsdy of |Widencif‘,th6 |Wst' Kohii^ (ij^^ 
^.^Ifialhing dates of his .y-S .of'1943,: j, 

' I'.' Op'd tak Cafe - filled • 

»ri«JI;^>ttlqrabi(la - open«. ■' 


^lego Bay, Jamaica, 

I Elvis Presley’s 26tli 

i'?[:^y.P*e*yJoe'’...premlered. 



TODAY'S THINO WE DON'T UNDERSTAND 

T he trial has begun of a Sandusky, Ohio, woman accused of using her motorized 
wheelchair in city streets with her four-year-old daughter on her lap. 30-year- 
old Kelly Dillery ■ who suffers from muscular dystrophy - is charged with child 
endangering. If convicted, she could face up to six months in jail. The woman reject- 
ed a plea bargain that would've allowed her to plead guilty to disorderly conduct and 
be fined 10O dollars. Dillery says she's forced to use the streets because some city 
sidewalks are not accessible by wheelchair. She was charged with child endanger- 
ment after a motorist reported seeing the little girl's head hit a car's side-mirror. 

! NEWS OF OTHER LIFE FORMS 

S ome of Dave Matthews' fans are so taithful diac the dnger necogruzes diem at coiKerts. 
Matthews tdls die NewYbik Daily News of one couple - "She^s a body piercer and lie's a 
body tattoocr. I cerodnly enjoy seeing them." What's amazing about all tliis Is that tickets 
to Dave Matthews Band sh^ liave been known to sell out in 10 minutes. The 32-^arald 
Matthews he's mystified by his popularity and die legions of fans \MioVe been compared 

to die GrateM Dead’s "deadheads" in dieir ^icatkm. In his wotds ■ "I have no idea why I'm 
su ccessful." ^ ^ I . 

TODAY'S SION THE WORLD IS EMDiNO 

: «. 4 iien12<year’OldLBUtaCounioyerwaskilledlnasidi[igaoc^dentlastmonth...hergriew 
' \Pif^ ^ Seymour, .'Conn^ctiait, oomforted diemselves hy keei^ her beloved 

V VBeanieBabiesc^ecdonuntouchedinher|3^room.Butearlierthismonth, someone 
bi^ into the home i^stol^anumberofltemOncIudliig about lOOoflauia’s Bmies. Police 
are inves tigating. No anesls have 1^ made. ’ 

FINALLY^tODAT'S UjPLIFTtliaS^ 

jqphe makeis ofoiiyola oaybns are bowing to puUk piessure that die name bfits indan red 
' I crayon b politically incorr^'niey’rea^ng for suggesdore on vdiat it sho^ 

' I relish bnn^liidian ledwas GKtodiicd inm theOa^ in 1.958...whm the 

' 54-d8yoribbx debuted. *nie name Indian red otlniwted from a pigment - toed mcstVI^ Ihie' 
aitists In oil paints -; (smnXinty found near India. Hovv^. ffinney and Snddi says^^Ome p6bpte- 
■ have ox?ipl4ned tto ddidren wron^ .Mieve die color to represieritdie stdn'dolw of Native 
' Americans; The Nadonaf Ccir^ress ofAin^can hidians is ^auding the dedacin: Exiting it as 
the fiist ^p fpn^ In ellndnadng AeredQpes. 'The diangd niaiks only the ddid 
)Idstoty the mMcerhas!renamed.c|'ne of it$mx slides. N^narne recommendaKo^ are. 

. ^ the w^ite..4t Wvyvvilot^^ The new name.iin^ he' 
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I'Ttin.Si'ITIUH, AtH)-S: 

GALI.EIUA 2 



DAISC’E 
Wn’H ME 
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GALF.ERIA 1 
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24 ENTERTAINMENT 


|| CROSSWORD PUZZlT| 


ACROSS 3B Body 
40 VP’s 

1 Platform suporior 

7 Offlelal 41 Rosan* 
proclama- kavaller” 

tfon 42 Arbitrary 

12 In good assertion 

working 44 soul, to 
order Suzette 

13 Accord 45 Clog 

14 Scholastic 4 B Total 

prig 48 Olive Oyl's 

15 Small love 

16 Stadium 51 Thomas 

cheer Mors work 

17 65 Allied 

humbugl" se Uqueflad 

18 Observe by heat 

21 Baseballer 57 obsarvar 

Merle 53 Agnas 


annoyance 2 Sugary 


Anewer to Previous Puzzle 


laaiiinHa hdhhus 

llUBUElHU SHiaUBD 

Itaiaa ufflia bbs 

' aiucuQ BUDiiuia ' 
UUllIj laiQS 
USD QISB] 

IqUS DUS QDO 
Iqqudciei qihqgius 
Q nisamii 
Ihbhbmei EaaaBEBi 


9 Aslar 32 Once 

know around the 

10 W. C. Fields track 

persona 34 Measurer 

11 Chemical 35 Wandered 


19 Plaza Imp 

20 Escapee 
22 Recording 


43 — — a limb 
45 Ballet 
leap 

47 Aspic 



CRUISE 
PAPARAZZO 
PLEADS GUILTY 


rt celebrity photographer 
lA has pleaded guilty in a 
& 'iVos Angeles courtroom 
to illegally intercepting a cellii- 


GIVING 

Ithem what] 

THEY WANT 


pent up demand lor 
George Lucas's “Star 
[ Wars" pi'equel has been 


MARCH 14. 1999 — THE ARAB PAIL? 


WATERCOOLErI 

STORIES 


mti'mabk? Fftm 

The hottest litket in St, 
Fnindsco yestenlay was lo a 
Sliienil, Hie diurch where fw 
rfelits were liold Tor joe DiMj^ 
can lioki up B onenhousanilpK, 

pie. But lltere were only about 30 
ihere...just relatires and fiimdi 
that DWaggio wanted, Piesidai 
ainton asked to be there,,® id 
Jack Nidiolson and Tom Hanks 
Tlieywereutmeddown, 


AB daily — MARCH 14, 1999 


HOW HOT CAN 
ELMORE 
LEONARD GET? 



WMlDir GURDir: 


ENTERTAINMENT 25 


lar phone call between Tom L^i^as I, as decid- 

Cruise and Nicole Kidman and picture on 

selling information about the vNtednesday. May 19 ■ two days 


conversation to two tabloids. 
Prosecutors said Eric Ford 


ahead of scliedule. Lucas says 
that will give fans a two day 


used a scanner that had been ^ead start and "allow families 


4 Construe- 23 Mountatn 49 Yoke — 

tion bsam range 50 Mine 

5 01 an arm 24 Tblnk well 52 Tbrn the 

bona of pagf abb 

6 Why 25 ArR\y 63 Ending fo 

7 Dig up command cash 

8 — and 27 Orangutan 64 Joke 

kin or gorilla anthology 


inn iinng 
■■■■■ !!■■■■■ 
mmm nn 

Hi^ii iiHiiHH mmm 
mmm nai mm- 

^■nUilH ilBH- 
mmm bbbii 
mmm nBBii mmm 

ilHil 

immUllig 

nBBBB nBH~ 

BBBBB MBBBI , 


modiHed to intercept cell 
phone calls. 


Isay it aint| 

so, KARL 


to see it on the weekend.” It 
will also, no doubt, pump up 
the opening weekend gross for 
"Episode I: The Phantom 
Menace. 


SHA NA NA 
IwiLL SHING-A- 
LING-A-LING 

ONCI; MOKIi 


B enjamin Bratt, one of die 
stars of “Law & Order"' has a 
Isomewliat painful memory 
of meeting veteran actor Karl 

Malden. Bran tells USA Weekeirf p„, 

ttat he ™ 10 or II ^ara old C gooue's new recordiug 
^en M^en was filma^ t.Jveuture, The Gold Label. 

Streets of San Franasco in las 

neighboihood. As Bratt tells k, he Boone will present the oldie 


xi'-cjmoni Lciinand is imek on iIk‘ 

I tjbL'sr-sellLT list \viih "Rl* OkjI," 
ll.^ti sequel to one nf his biggest 
liils. "Get Shorty" “Out of Sight" ■ 
based on Leonard's book of the 
same name • has alieady won best 
|)iaiue. director and sciccmplny 
awards from llie National 
Association nf Him Oitics. Tlic 
screenplay won a Writers Guild of 
Ameiica siward and is up for an 
Oscar. But Leonard says there’s “a 
danger in getting any hotter, 
because dien there's no dme to 
write books.” He told UPl lie 
knows he lias to travel to sell 
boolts, but he doesn’t mind it so I 
much, because he knows people 
don’t line up to see him in book- 
stores "becaiuse they hate your 
vvork." Some people tell him they 
read his books over and (A'er. 
becduse it makes them fuel good. 
Leonard says “it’s like a self help 
book...wliere people get shot. 


asked Malden for an autograph, 
and Malden said "yeah, yeah, sure 
kkl" ■ and slammed his car door 
and drove away Bratt says lie did- 
n't ay but his feelings were hurt 
and he pmmises to "try to be gra- 


band next week in a special 
show at the Hard Rock Cafe in 
Los Angeles. During the pro- 
gram. Boone will be made an 
honory member of Sha Na Ha. 
Boone says he "can't think of a 


dous and kind to ai^ncwlio ever group that better represents 
asks for an autograph." It's possible fun and the sheer pleasure 

Bratt didn't know dien about die ^f qIj mdr a„d ^11." 
hectic pace of sliooting a weekly 
drama series. Malden tells UPl he 
doesn’t recall the inddent, but lie 
says he and series co-star Midiaei 
Douglas "gave autographs all over scar nominees Steven 

the place” wliendiey were filming n |spielberg, Lynn 

in San Frandsco. J-‘ Redgrave and James 


ACTUAL FACTS 


W9MAM S THR OWN 


i ^ANWA H. GEO 

B oth are seaports In the South. Both ate the 
major seaports for their state. And both sit 
on just one side of their harbor. In each 


S ince before they could write. Archeologists HAVE IN 

have dug up <ll« in EHpt which are four^ “"th'arerea^o;;,* kth'e s'oLtl 
thousand years old. Chinese dice from 800 I V _ r u • 

B-C look almost like modern dice. Dice have been 1^ seapo^s for their sat 
■'loaded" for centuries... putting weights Inside 1— ^on just one side of their h 

tliem so they come up more frequently on one case, the other side is swampland, 
side than another. 


A word undergoes afonctional rnhe Baltimore and Ohio built its first line other things - an Armani silk H^w^hourshow 

gains new use aa a diirereut part of speech. ,g20. B-and-O Is now part of CSX tie, a Salvatore Ferragamo silk “a™. The three-Jrour show 

An example is the way loaii has become a | still roll over the original Relay scarf, RayBan shades and a 'V'" . Foxworthys 

verb. This particular Rincrional shift isntneces- 8,^,^ „„ ^le Patapsco River outside Baltimore. TAG Heiier 2000 Exclusive patented “redneck comedy, as 

sary.. since It is neither shorter nor more clear still operating under its own Sport Wkteh. All In all, ifs well as interviews with per- 

than the word Ifs displacing, “lend name is the Strasbuig Rail Road...a short line In quite a haul -• Worth abduf forniep. they ‘count, do^ 
^ Howard DIcia (UP!) Pennsylvania Amish country. S15,000. .tlie.week s.top 20 country hits. 


scar nominees Steven 
uSpielberg, Lynn 

na /' Redgrave and James 
Coburn are scheduled to pre- 
sent awards Saturday night at 
the American Cinema Editors's 
49tli Annual Eddie Awards in 
Beverly Hills. 11ie A.C.H. will 
honors its members for qlii- 
standing editing In motlun pic- 
tures. television and (lociimvn- 
taries. Tlie list of presentvrs 
also includes Don Chcadic, 
Hector Elizondo, Dave Foley 
and Raquel Welch. 


THE RICH 
GET RICHER! 


Tjulie Golden, ihe weallicirastcr 
on Fox’s "Gooil D;iy New Yoik” 
jjsliow. was anvsted Tliiiisday on 
'droiik driving diaiges. 'llie city’s I 
newspapers thoughl it was iilivs, 
but her own TV show clkin't toudi 
it. Fox issued a stateineiil saying it 
was aweiro thai Golden was 
involved in a car acLidont and 
nobody was hurt. Ikilice say 
Guklen was driving a sport-utility 
vehicle with Califbinia ttigs wlieii 
she near-ended anniher car at a 
tralRc light. (loideii was dwigctl 
with drtinken ilriving aller slw 
ivliised to take a bivalhaly/xT lest. 
IVilice dill not sim* ilw SUVniuler 
ihc NYPD’h >ww ciiicktkvwn on 
dnink drlveis. I)lv.iusu it didn’t 
Ix^long to Gulden. 


TRAVOLTA WILL 
1 PRESENT AN OSCAR I 


wohn 'IVavolta has joined the 
II list of presenters for the 
flyist Academy Awards. It'll 
be his sixth appearance on the 
show. 


Wlien you’re a cop, you ga 
used to dealing with most 
ihuig. But a jar containing haKi 
brain? Tliai’s what poiice h 
Huntington Beach, CaiiloTDQ, 
stumbled on in the back of 31 
abandoned pickup, They don't 
think there was ar^ cnme..they 
suspect thejaris fnm sonieldnl 
of lab. &her that tlie ronrer 
owner is wandering about el a 
derided disadvantage. 


If you want a get somedmj 
on the cheap, hang around Janet 
fere of Nashua, New Hampsh'ire. 
She's been dubbed "Queen ofthe 
Coupons" after a 469 dollar dxip- 
ping spree at a local superm^. 
Slw didn't lay out a dime. 
handed ov%r 211 coupons. 
Husbands all over America are 
hoping to done her. 


Tlie president of Lakeland 
Community College outside 
Clcvelfuid was upset with tlw spe- 
cial "Spring Break" packages sent 
to his 3-iliousand studwts. 
Besides tlie usual promotkind 
items, thwe was also a oindoni in 

cadi. He ofd(m.Ki all the condom 
ivmoved...butnotforanyi5K^ 

or ethical rwson. He called 4 at 
"ailininistraiiw? decision siw 
some ofthe students on his cam- 
pus are 10 yeare oU, 

m/PERTftHEP^P^ 

cmzBA 

Slw had been in America*’® 

1915, but only recently 

U.S. ririzeii...on lier lOTthb^ 

I day Rupetta 

talcd today tier gran<l4»«™ 
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P resenters at this year's 
Academy Awards telecast 
will take home some ter- 
rific parting gifts, even if they 
don't win any Oscars. 
Producers have put together a 
gift bag containing - among 
other things • an Armani silk 
tie, a Salvatore Ferragamo silk 
scarf, Ray-Ban shades and a 
TAG Heuer 2000 Exclusive 


RADIO FREE] 
DIXIE 


■eff Foxworthy is taking his 
I feet to the radio with a new 
I country music countdown 
^ow. The three-hour show 
will ! feature Foxworthy's 
patented I'redneck" comedy, as 


. the week's, top 20 country hits. 








26 ENTERTAINMENT 


I 

PAPA STRAUSS 

J ohann Strauss the Eider was born on this day in 1804, in 
Vienna. The patriarch of the Strauss waltz dynasty was the son 
of a low-class Innkeeper who had no knovw) interest In music. 
Strauss' mother died while he was young.. .then his dad. soon after 
remarrying, drowned. 

So Johann Strauss grew up with a stepmother and tiie next man 
she married. But that worked out fairly well. They encouraged his 
musical talent...even forgiving him when he briefly ran away. 

The musician who talked Strauss into returning home also 
talked his step-parents into letting Strauss have music lessons. 
Soon Strauss was a violist in a dance band. 

Ke and a fellow player formed their own dance orchestra, which 
got 50 many dares it was broken into two ensembles each led by 
one of them. 

An argument over which tunes to play broke up the partnership 
- although not the friendship - and now Johann Strauss was run- 
ning his own orchestra, which was playing his own music. 

His waltzes became so popular that he toured Europe and 
became rich. Serious clnssical composers admired the quality of 
his compositions. 

Strauss was a star. But he was also a lout. He abandoned Ids wife 
and five cliildren for his mistress and his OTHER five children. He. 
drove bis musicians so hard tliat when he planned a trip to 
America they went on strike. 

Strauss agreed to cancel all travel after one last trip to England. 

He got so sick on that trip he nearly died. His wife took him back. 
Out when he got well he abandoned her a SECOND time. 

When he died of scarlet fever at die age of 49. Ids mistress took 
the five illegitimate children and ran. Strauss's naked body was 
found ill his stripped aparcmenc. Ur's see someone write a pnlkn 
about THATI 

GEORG PHILIPP TELEMANN 

’eorg Philipp Telemann was born on this day in 1681, In the 
(( (Cerman town of Magdeburg. Telemann was a preaclicr's 
''' l(id...musicaily self-taught. After a series of smail town gi^s 
as church organist, he became the music director for the five main 
clinrches of Hamburg and kept that Job for nearly 50 years. 

Telemann wrote literally THOUSANDS of pieces of orcliestral 
music and dozens of operas. In his day he was bigger than Bacli. 
Scarlatti or Handel. 

Today his music is regarded as inferior to theirs. ..but there Is so 
much of it that there may well be compositions by Telemann that'll 
become top-10 clnssical music as soon as they are rediscovered 
and digested. 

CESAR CUI 

C ' ^esarCui died on this day in 1918, at the age of 83. Cui was 
the music critic who egged his fellow Russian composers 
-"''into ignoring European influences and writing music that 
had a distinctive Russian sound. 

This was despite the fact that Cui himself was the son of a 
French soldier wlio deserted during Napoleon's retreat and his 
own music doesn’t sound especially Russian at all.'lTiat's one of 
the reasons Cui's music is the least performed of any of the com- 
posers sometimes referred to as 'The Mighty Five," 

KRinC’S KORNER 

Vi airgll Thomson contributed to our Kritic's Korner on this day i 
'^/in 1941. He wrote - “Gustav Mahler is to Richard Strauss as j 
Bach is to Handel, or Debussy to Ravel.'..." . | 

THE MIKADO 

f 'Gilbert and Sullivan's “Mikado" premifred in Lohdonlpn this 
i,«day in 1885. It would run for about two years despiK o^- 
'^—^cial profits from the ambassador of Japan. 

: . • By. Howaid Dicus fUPl) 


I THE TOP 10 COUNTRY 
SINGLES AND TRACKS 


1 . You Were Mine - Dixie Clucks 

2. How Forever Feels - Kenny Chesney 

3. Busy Man ■ Billy Ray Cyrus 

4. i Don't Wtinr To Miss A Thing - Mark Chesiuitt 

5. Meanwhile - George Strait 

6. No Place That Far • Sam Evans 

7. Powerful Thing ■ Trisha Yearwood 

8. I'll Think Of A Reason Later ■ Lee Ann Womack 
9. 1 Can't Get Over You - Brooks 8i Dunn 

10. Unbelievable • Diamond Rio 


ItHE top 10 COUNTRY ALBUMS| 


1 . Come On Over - Shania IWain 

2. Always Never The Same - George Strait 

3. Wide Open. Spaces - Dixie Chicks 

4. Double Live • Garth Brooks 

5. Everywhere We Co - Kenny Chesney 

6. Keepers/Greatest Hits - Tracy Byrd 

7. IVio II - Emmylou Harris 

8. Faith • Faith Hiil 

9. ^odtrack: Touched By An Angel: Tlie Album 

10. Drive Me Wild - Sawyer Brown 


AND NOW A LOOK AT 
COUNTRY MUSIC AND THE 
PEOPLE MAKING IT TODAY: 


THIY*III OONNA MAKI HIR DMAM COMl TRUI ' 

T nsha^rwood says slic'd hoped to become a member of the Grand j 
Ole Opry since she decided to pursue a career in tiie music business, 
file reigning and ACM female vocalist of die year is bringing a 
lot offnends and star power with her as Iter dream comes mie on tlie Opry 
stage tomorrow nl^it. 

Friend arul frequent tour partner Garth Brooks will be on hand at die 
Opiy tomoiTow night.As will Vince Gill, Randy Scruggs and Many Stiuirt. 
Opry veterans Jeuirde Seelyjeanne Pruett. Bin Anderson and otliers will be 
at die Opry to welcome dw newest member of die Opiy family, as well. 

Yearwood's induction will be televised tomonow niglu on The N.nsliville 
Network's "Grand Ole Opiy Uve." 

KIND WORDS FROM GOOD FRIINDS 

^^ome of Trisha \barwood's best friends in the music business liave 
V^inchided special messages of congmiulatkxis to dirir pal...in a special 
>MlprogFaiti to be disQlbiited at the Grand Ole Opry House during 
l^rwood's Oi»y induaion tomonow night. 

hfesages wie in fiotn Opry wtetaris Porter Vlbgorier and Jeaiinic Seely 
.AS well as superstars Gardi Brooks, Randy Travis and Reba McEntire. 

' Aaron Nei^le wrote • 'Tt was an liorior to win a Grammy with IHslia. Slie 
is truly a great singer. Congratulations to Trisha on her welkleserved induc- 
tion Into the Grand die 0|xy” 

McEndro • ‘1 have always been one oflrislia's biggest Ians, and t 
know how impoitant it is to lier to become part of die Opiy famUy And as 
part of that fiuriity tnysel^ I am veiy exdtcd to welcome sudi h tolented, 
beautiliil and kind woman. The llglits in the Opry will shine a Uttle briglitcr 
Rom now on.” 


THIS AND THAT 


Sharua Itwdn ahd Paul Brandt were named best country female vocalist 
gnd best country male vocalist at Canada's Juno Awards earlier this week. 

Ik^ln's "CoiTie On Ov^ CP has redidmed die top spot on the Billboard 
alburn chaff diis weeli[. . • , • 

- : (yVritPOT.b^Oaff iriNashwI)^ 


REASd;NIS 


IMoy lli>«U|h iml Murdoy b Cam|i fire Boyi and ebb BfaHiday W eek-.ce m - 
iHenwaHiigWiaMMiamdv»««nryaMlialaiiadhigaleiliaMhan wnecnlladWiaC i ai H i 
fbeObb. 

H-f obo ChlWrMi and HeaHhcen Wenli...MaHaiial AaricoHure ¥fMh» NoHnnal 
bniun thwajiiflaii Mbai6..Nallanal (porb triofa IMak^,and fvlmanaiy 


I Mlaiibdaa Mathnilag, ft mda p .,n day idriM^ 


MARCH 14, 1999 — THE ARAB 


f Op 

BiSf-iiLLiRS 


1 . Apollyon 05 Left Behind- Tim Lnhaye. 100 

2. Amy 8r Isabelle • nitzabL'th Straut, 73 

3. Sudden Cliange of Heart - Barbaru Taytor Bradford. 4S 

4. Send No Flowers • Sandra Brown, 39 

5. Testament - John Grisham, 36 

6. Be Cooi - Flinore Leunard, 35 

7. River's End - Nora Roberts. 33 

8. Ashes to Ashes - Ibini Hoag, 25 

9. Single & Single - John Le Carre. 21 

10. Charlotte Gray - Sebastian Faulks. 20 

:Tj“j 

1 . Monica's Story - Andrew Morton, 100 

2. Real Age - Michael Roizen. 54 

3. Reaciiing to Heaven - James Van Praagh. 16 

4. Perfect Murder, Perfect Town • Lawrence Schitier, 14 

5. First Person Plural - West Cameron, 12 

6. The Greatest Generation • Tom Brokaw, 10 

7. Beauty Fades But Dumb Is Forever-Judy Sfieiiidliti, 8 

8. The 30 Day Total Health Makeover - Marilu Kenner, 6 

9. For Everytliing a Season - Plrilip Gulley, 6 

10. Traveling Mercies • Aimc IjiMott. 6 


1. Silli Special 1232 Perfect Neighbor • Nora Robens, 100. 

2. Dr. Atkins New Diet Revolution - Robert C. Atkins, 80 

3. Notebook • Nicholas Sparks. 64 

4. Protein Power • Micluel R. Cades. 59 

5. October Sky • Horner H. Hickam. 55 

6. Bitter Harvest • Aim Rule, 5) 

7. Talking to Heaven - James Wii Praagh. 47 

8. To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper Lee. 43 

9. Tlie Cat Who Snug fnr the Birds • Lilian Jiickson Braun.42 

10. MacGrugrirs Daniel ami km • Nora Rubens. .38 

1. Reader • Bernhaul Schlink. 100 

2. Soul Harvest 04, Left Bcliind - Tim Uhaye. 93 

3. Giving the Love That Heals - Harville Hendrix, 90 

4. Memoirs of a Geisha - Arthur Golden, 88 

5. Y2K Tlir Milleiiniiim Dug - Slliiiimi Christine Feldtolin,* 

6. Nicolas 03, Lett Ucliiiid ■ nra Lahayc, 50 

7. Tribulation Force 02, l.cfi lleliiml - Tim Uhaye, 48 

8. Left Ochlntl I , Left Uehind • Tim Lahayc, 45 

9. Wlitjro the Heart Is - Hlilie Letts. 42 

10. Charming Hilly - Alice McDemlott. 41 

Iha UPl ban-aallon IM la botod on wo^ 

oi dolarailnad by lagraoi Baaka, dia noliawi 

book wholoaalaa. Tha Daoiaiid Pewat of 
nuoibar following Hio ouHior'a aaoit) 

naiUag of o pariholar HHai Iho No. I ko a« ^ 

porconl. flio llguro lor Hio followini l"|* f 
llioir donond comporod wHh Iho Ha. ' * ** 
aofond.ploco booVa flgwro b 85, Ihol 
88 pomnf oa muah dooioiHi oa Hio No. » 
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musical 
DU IX 
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NBA ROUNDUP 


Iha Bulla' BronI Barry puls 
hit hand on Iho courl lo 
nalHloln hla balance as he 
Aivta around Knlchu' Kurl 
Thamui March 12, al Iho 
UnIWd Conlor In Chicago, 
II, Tbo Balia took nn early 
n-l load agnlnsl the 
Kalika In the Ural quarter. 



tOIIE lAP) — juvcnius, |il,iy- 

^the fiaal halfhmir with 10 

T4 WIimierl its late push 
4 Ijr Serle A .stamliiigs 
"•"byliy edging lldinese 2- 
^ aa alteriioon thal saw 
^■kwpers fora, I to le.we 
’"'Inins' games. 

Ifco-timc defending 
iioidied their 
»in in five games since 

^*Uppi as coach and 
lira, place. 

Inaaghi hit the win- 
1)N®™“MII-7-7) with 
"ft. "s the hosts 
“pulsion of 

penalty area. 

»rt.ea ^ ’’y '"Jury. 

De 

‘•P'krea. I ft’ 

ft^iade T 

intojuve's 


CHICAGO (AP) — The New ^brk Knicks lied an NBA 
record for fewest field goals in a game, managing Just 
19 in a 7663 loss to die lebiiiit Chicago Bulls. 

Pla^ng witliQut injured Patrick Ewing, New York flirt- 
ed with lowest prwit total of aN time 54 set by Utah 
against tlie Bulls in Game 3 of last June's NBA finals. 
They entered die final quarter trailing 63-33 but were 
able to pad their total in the final minutes against 
Qiicago's reserves. 

The Bulls went on an 18-0 run in the first quarter; and 
witli ilieir 1 8-5 advantage in the second led 47-22 at (lie 
half behind 20 points from Toni Kukoc, wlio finislied 25. 


In Indianapolis, Antonio Davis scored seven polms in 
a decisive lS-5 nin tliat propelled Indiana past 
Milwaukee in a Match up ben^n the Central Division 
lenders. 

Glenn Robinson led Milwaukee witli 30 points and 
Reggie Miller had 22 foi' Indiana. Hoiii teams Imd six 
lilayeis in double figiiros, and Indiana slioc n season- 
higli GO percent to snap Milwniikee's six-game winning 
streak. 

Milwaukee coadi George Knri vwis ejected during 
Indiana's mn in die third quarter. Tlie ilisr tedinical 
came when K,iri complained over an offensive foul 
wliisticd against Ervin Johnson. Karl came on the couit 
and mslied toward referee Derek Ricliarcison and hod 
to be restrained by Vinny Del Negro and nssistaiiu coadi 
leny Stotts. 


In Hiilndulpliia, Altun Ivcnoii, after gelling » repri- 
niiind from liis teammates liir missing pmctlce, lind five 
olTiis 28 points in overtime ;is Hiilnilelphin lallial [msi 
Nowjeisey. 

Siepliini Maiixiiy didn’t play In’cmise ofai linklnp in 
tlie tmtlc tlini sent liiin from MiniiL’soia to Now Jersey. 

Iversoi) hit a fade nway 3-pDinier to start ovenime 
aiul faked out li,ilf tlie arena with n wicked crossos'er 
dribble and lay up tliat gave Pliiladclphia n 94-37 lead. 
Keilli Uui Horn led the Nets witli 25 points and 16 


rebounds, but bad only rliree points in (he fourth quar- 
ter and no Reid goals in the last 20 minutes of the game. 


In Washington, Dnwd V^^sley scored a scason4iigh 
23 points on 9-fbr-15 shooting and Eddie Jones, 
acquired two days earlier in major trade wkh the 
Lakers, scored eiglir of liis 14 points in the tliind 
ter as Charlotte beat Wishiiigton. 

The Hornets, winning only their second road game 
ill lOattcmptstliisyenr, rallied from a iiinepoint founlv 
c|uaTtcr deficit ending the game widi a 244 mii. 

Cliarles Shackleford got his second conseniLK'e 
double-double >igainst the Wizatds witli 10 points 
and 14 reboiinds. Bobby Ptiills added 1 1 points and 
Ol'c assists for the tlomcts. 


In Auburn MlMs, Michigan, Grant Hill scored 13 of Tiis 
33 points in tiic foiirih (|uarrer to lend Detroit to a see- 
saw victory over Boston. 

Detroir, wliidi got 1 8 poinrs iioin jeny Stiickliousc, 
led by 13 points in the third quarter and tlien imiled liy 
as many as sl-vcii in the tbiinh before Hill took over. 

Boston was led by Antoine Wilkcr's 22 points and 12 
(eboLiiids. Tire Celtics Imve lose lour straight, while 
Detroit won for the eiglith lime in 10 gnines. 


ill Plioenix, Sean Elllnii liit a 21-foot jumper ni the 
l>ti»un' iis San Antonio wIiIisuxilI :i liirious fotirilvquni'- 
ter rally to Ixmi I’litteiiix. 

Tim Thinuin scoivd 26 |ininis aiul i Jliuu liiiislied 
wiili 16 for the Spurs, who li,nln'i won In I'hnenix siiuv 
■iChiisimnsDiiyviaoiy in 1995. 

TuniCnglioiiu scured a scKbim-liigli33 points l«>r the 
Suns, who lost fur tlie tiflli tinii.' in seven giunes. Clillord 
Rubinson, making his fifili striii i>f the season, added 
20 points andjnson Kidd line) 14 )xiinis and 1 5 assists. 


JUVENTUS MOVES UP TO FIFTH 
IN CHAMPS CUP TUNEUP 


HGH TEST EFFECTIVELY RULED OUT 
FOR SYDNEY 2000 


cd for S.iturday night: third- 
place AC Milan against 
fiucniazionale of Milan, and 
fourth-place AC Parma vs. Bari. 
Milan had a chance to move 
into second place, two points 
behind leader Lazio, by beat- 
ing its cross-city rival, which 
was expected to have Ronaldo 
back in the starting lineup for 
the first time in two montlis. 

Both Roma and Bologna play 
UEFA Cup second-leg 
qnafterflnals'ftiesday night. 

On Sunday, Lazio aims for 
its 13th win in 15 league out- 
ings when it takes on last- 
place Empoli, while Florentina 
hopes to have league-leading 
scorer Gabriel Batistuta In the 
. starting lineup against 
,\^nezia. 

• Other Serle A games Sunday 
are Piacenza vs. Cagliari, 
Salemitana vs. Sampd'oria, and 
Vicenza vs, Penigja. ■ 


ROME (AP) — Tlie IOC dnig diief on Saturday effeo 
tively ruled out trying to catdi athletes using perfor- 
mance .enhancing luiman growtii honnoues at the 
2000 Sydney Olympics. 

Prince Alexandre de Merode said the most that can 
be realistically hoped for is tliat blood samples might 
be taken at those games for researdi purposes. 

But even the prospects for that, wliicli would 
amount to testing the doping test, are uncertain. 
'Mxnit the only thing we can do (at Sydney) would be 
researdi, " said de Merode, head of the liuemational 
Olympic Committee's medical commissbn. 

"Important progress has been made and we can say 
a test exists, but the main question is whether the test 
on be used In competicioti or out Based on the data 
wc have seen, I would say it is a test for out of com- 
petition. 

"If we want to use die test in Sydney it can't be as 
it is today." Human growth hoiinone or HGH helps 
build musdes and is one of two dnigs officials believe 
are most vridely used athletes who cheat. TTie 
other eo^iropoietin, or EPO Is an endurance iboost- 
ing hormone that increases die blood's ability to carry 
(X^gen. 

Dr. Oirisdan Strasbuiger of innenstadt University 
Hospital tn Munidi, Germany reported Friday thathe 
has developed a new, liighly acoirate blood test to 
detect HGH. But die IOC repeatedly has said It will not 
introduce' blood testing at the Olympics unless a 100 
percem aourate test Is found. I . | 


Substances tliat mimic luiturally ocaining lior- 
mones in the body liave become tlie dmgs of clioicc 
in sports because they cannot be dereLicd by Liirrent 
testing methods, wiiicli involve only urine anab^ls. 

De Merode said it's likely that use ofaii HGH test in 
2000 would be on an tinonymous basis. ‘Hb lie fair, 
you can't take a medal away from someone who is 
tested witli a meihod that is still not 100 percent 
accurate," de Merode said. 

He spolte Saturday following three days of meet- 
ings between olfidals from the iOC, EU, United 
Nations and drug testing labs. Odier issues 1 iq 
addressed included: The figlit against doping is being 
hampered by the IOC's bribeiy scandal. ‘V\s die credi- 
bility of the IOC is questioned, it's harder to cany out 
our work," de Merode acknowledged. "This is about 
the future of the IOC itselP' 

Italy’s Ajcqua Acetosa drug .testing laboiatcMy, 
wiiicli was slnit down in October after revelations of 
improper procedures, appears to have passed the fust 
step toward being, accredited, de Metode said, and 
should be up and ninning within 1999. 

The Rome sessions were part of a series of meet- 
irtgs aimed at standardizir^ ant kloping efforts invoh^ 
ing testing ' facilities, national police and Interpol 
across Euitqre.. "VUb learned flom the Tbutde fiance," 

. he said, "that we need tight collaboration fiom gov-. 
. emineht.ageiiidK." 








STANDINGS AFTER 
MEN'S SLALOM 

SIERRA NEVADA, Spain (AP) — Final standing in men's slalom 
after Saturday’s race at the World Cup Finals. Overall men's 
standings with one race remaining. 

Overall 

1. Lasse Kjus, Norway, 1,429 

2. Kjetil Andre Aainodt, Norway, 1 ,397 

3. Hermann Maier, Austria, 1 ,307 , 

4. Stephan Eberhartcr, Austria. 1,029 

5. Andreas SchiHerer, Austria^ 901 

6. Hans Knauss, Austria, 873 

7. Christian Mayer. Austria, 742 

8. Werner Franz,' Austria, 614 

9. Michael Von Gruenigen, Switzerland, 605 

10. Benjamin Raich, Austria, 575 

1 1. Thomas Stangassinger, Austria. 566 

1 2. Jure Kosir, Slovenia, 525 

13. Paul Accola. Switzerland, 468 

14. Fritz Strobl. Austria, 445 j 

15. DidicrCuche. Switzerland, 420 


STANDI NCrS AIFTER 
WOMEN'S St AtDM 


SIERRA NEVADA (AP) — Standings Saturday after the women’s 
giant slalom nr the World Cup Finals- Overall women’s standings 
with one race remaining: 

Overall 

1. Alexandra Meissnitzer, Austria, IG72. 

2. Hildc Cerg. Germany, 1 179. 

3. RenateCoetschl, Austria. 1035. 

4. Martina Ertl, Germany, 987. 

5. Pernilla Wiberg. Sweden, 924. 

6. Michaela Dorfmeister, Austria, 920. 

7. Rcgine Cavagiioud, France. 764. 

8. Anita Wachter, Austria, 756. 

9. Andrlne Flemmen, Norway, 728. 

10. Corinne Rey Bellet, Switzerland, 720. 

1 1 . Janica Kostelic, Croatia, 667. 

12. Anja Paerson, Sweden, 566. 

13. Regina HaeusI, Germany, 533. 

14. Isolde Kostner, Italy 532. 

15. SoiijiTNer, Switzerland, 454. 


RUGBY UNION 
SIIPEit IB 

(Top Four Qualify for Semifinals) 


Tfeam GP W D L PF PA Pts 

Otago 3 3 0 0 130 50 14 

Queensland 3 3 0 0 49 35 12 

New South Wales 3 2 I 0 88 53 12 

Canterbury 2 2 0 0 70 19 9 

Wbstem Stormers 3 2 0 1 80 87 8 

Coastal Sharks 2 1 . 1 0 34 29 6 , 
Wellington 3 1 0 2. 59 S3 6 
Golden Cats 2 I 0 1 43 6 1 4 
Auckland 2 0 0 2 29 41 2 
ACT 3 0 0 3 56 73 2 

Waikato 3 0 0 3 50 103 2 
Northern Bulls 3 0 0 3 60 144 1 


INDIAN WELLS, California (AP) — ‘ Serena 
Williams, trying for her second career vic- 
tory and second in a week overpowered 
Sandrine Testud 7-5, 6-0 Friday in tlieir 
Evert Cup semifinal. 

The 17-year-old Williams, who defeated 
Amelie Mauresmo to win in Paris last week- 
end. faces two-time Evert Cup champion 
Steffi Graf in Saturday's final. 

In the Newsweek Champions Cup, being 
held with the women's tournament at the 
Hyatt Grand Champions Resort, Carlos 
Moya continued his bid for the top world 
ranking with a 6-4, 6-4*quarierfinals victory 
over Karol Kucera. Moya, No. 3, will replace 
Pete Sampras at the top if he makes it to 
Sunday’s final. Sampras lost to Felix 
Mantilla in the second round. 

Chris Woodruff, coming back from a knee 
injury that sidelined him most of 1998, 
defeated seventh-seeded Tim Henman 6-1, 
1-6, 7-5. No. 8 seed Richard Krajicek also 
lost to an unseeded player, with Gustavo 
Kuerten taking • a 6-4, 6-4 win. Mark 
Philippoussis beat Todd Martin 3-6, 7-5, 6-1 . 

Philippoussis will face Woodruff in one 
semifinal and Moya will play Kuerten in the 
other. With sister Venus Williams, 18. 
watching from the stands, Serena started 
slowly against Testud. But she took com- 
mand in the 1 1th game and went on to win 
the final eight games. She lost Just five 
points, all on unforced errors, in the second 
set. 






"venus.whoalsowasawinner!astweek, ground stakes accurately, and Testud X7 

at Oklahoma City, skipped singles in the began to wilt. wee . 

Evert Cun because she and her sister dead- Williams then breezed through the sec- aruuiul imy more. In five years as n 
e”:o end se.. "Sl.n jns. pl.nyed so ^ood." sold '’Z 

ifs reosiblo. They te.imed for donbles. but TeStnd, French p nyer who bos won mn |„^.j 

were elimin.ned in the seniifinals. Serena touriwments over the post two years. Site d, 0 PK<l i» 

Williams, who stretched her winning streak got very confident .after winning the first 

to 10 matches with the victory over Testud, set. It was much harder for me to play. I ,J«th ^ ® 

liked the fact there was no possibility she Williams said; "1 definitely tliink I m play- point and is ^ 

wridolv her sister. . ing with a lot of confidence. Who wouldn't? i, , to tite Champions Cup, i« 

"1 auess it definitely changed my feel- I've won a toiirnameiu. If I'm playing well lowesr-i anked player ever 
ing," Serena Williams said. "I know that I and mentally focused, 1 can probably rake 

can^.stgoalltl.eway.l,'sdef,nitelyagood VVilliam^^ ind'ttded on tire U^. Da.. Cup m 

After making a siring of unforced errors senior, won Iter semifinal on Tliursday, a '2- Woodruff said. At t ie rate ^ ^ 
in the opening set against Testud, Williams 6, 6-4, 6-2 victory over Chttnda Rubin. Z ^ 


JORDANIAN NATIONAL KICK 
BOXINO TEAM TO TRAIN 
IN BEIRUT AND EGYPT 

J ordan National Kick Boxing Team (|NKB) is departing for Beiiiit today, 
for the start of what will be a two month period of traveling between 
Amman and neighboring countries. 

Giiazi Al-Slilioul, the head ofjordan's kick boxing union, said that the 
JNKB will stay at the training camp until March 21, during which they will 
participate in a couple of non competitive mntclies with the l.ebaiiese 
National Team. 

“Tliis camp is one way to prepare our athletes for tlie 9tli Pan Arab 
Games," said Al-Shlloul. 

He added that the Kick Boxing Federation has other plans for rlie near 
future. On April I they will fly to Egypt for a week-long camp. In late 
April, the team will go Co Iraq in order ro participate in Saddam's 
Championship, from April 26 to May 2. 

"T1ie aim of iliis intensive training is to give the athletes confidence, 
determine clieir strengths and weaknesses and to give them the chance 
to exchange tlicir experiences with others," explained Al-Shlloul. 

Issa Abu-Nassar, national team's coach said that, an extensive pro- 
gram, such as this, helps to prepare the athletes, both physically and 
mentally. 

Abu-Nassar also commented on the exceptional support that the man- 
agement has given the athletes, "tliis Is everything they |the atlilctes] 
need to be victorious." 

By an Arab Daily Reporter 


KJUS, AAMODT SEPARATED BY 32 POINTS; 
MEISSNITZER WINS SEASON OS 


Serena Williams of Ihe US returns a ferehand againsi 
Sandrine Teslud ef France during Iheir Evert Cup leml- 
final March 12 In Indian Wells, CA. Williams vren 

vrniing srrnkes acciiratelv. and Testud "I think I've m.mired a lot in the Ustst 


keep turning it dot''’’- ^ 


in the opening set against Testud, Williams 6, 6-4, 6-2 victory over Lncmaa Kunin. . and olaving 

L a quick about-face with the score tied “StefiTi is playing great," Williams said. k,.«w_s, I might he at 550 and phW 
5-5. She started hitting her powerful "She’s a good athlete. She’s fast. I n> fast. Cup. 

I'm a great athlete. It's going lu be exciting. 

COLES SHOULD CONSIDER SEVERING 
TIES WITH SYDNEY GAMES 

SYDNEY (AP) — Reprimanded Intemational withSOCOC." Olyinpic Qaniniltee, c&g il 

Olympic Committee member Pliil Coles should Colleagues and supportere said Coles was pressure from lire ram ■ ^ I 

consider resigning from die oigaitizihg commit- deeply saddened by his reprimand for mis™"' Coles admitted he nan „ 

lee for the 2000 Sydney Olympics, committee duct, but accepted lie had dainaged tlio Olympic „5ver intended to do anything^ ^ ^ 
presidentMidiaelKnightsaldSatuidayiColeswas movement hy his actions. tiieOlyniplcmovement,s«Uihim^.|^ 

one of two leading IOC members wiio were reo- Australia’s only otiier IOC member, Kevan |,ave been more circumspect m tty 

ommended for severe reprimands after an IOC Gosper, said Coles vvas '‘pensive and satT' when 
Investigation of die Olympic movemenfsbribeiy hespokebytelephonewidiliimcadySatiitdayto ^ 

sandal.' infoimhimofthecommiMonfindii^. vvidi die Olympic movement in totnM ; 

An internal commission recommended dial “Phil has disappoliidngly repeatedly exerciseci |^.,^„.,,Mrf,|j«ened" ,.tj. 

Coles, akeyplayerinbdnglngthe2000Gamesto |Joor Judgment in Ibllilllng his Olympic respotisi- ntvmolc Commid* Titip ^ 

Sydney Ik strongly censured for acdonsdlsplsy- bilities," Gosper said. „ ^ , „„CM,iirtavDraisedColesaiitls‘''^*,*'" 

ingseriousconlllctsoflnteii^orlapseslnjudg- Tm sure he feels badly about it aad wlty ^^°" „^iL^fh)mlheA(iD 

ment. The commission stopped short of recotn- wouldnYhe.He'sbeentoIdiiinouncettainte^ 

'mending h'ls expulsion from the IOC. that he's got to conduct liimself at die high«t 

Coles stood down as a member of the Sydney standaid or there will be no place for him in die forPhilColes'Coatpsraia, 

Oiganixiiig Committee! for the Olympic Games Olympic movenient. It’s pr^ tough stuff.'' time ro the Oyrnpfomoveriim , 

(SOCbC) for die duration of the investigation. Coles was accused of accepting some $60fl00 Sydney Games 

and had said he hoped to be exonerated. U5. In travel benefits from blddeis for the 2002 jj,j,jit]son saki the cqtph''^®'^^ 

. "Obviously that hasn't happened," Kni^it said Salt Lake aqr Winter Olympics, indiidiiig tops to Coles but wpil^ , 

Saftitdiy; \ ■ , ski resorts and dK Super has strong- ' ' ’iw 

''[dilnkteiirololiave ahairilookat his posh |y denied acting outside IOGguk|elili^. '^iv Tiriisarf it oh 

ddn; I diinkhe has to hkve a haid thiiik;ahou|; , Odes bti' hiebiy anribuhoed Wi 'reslgnata JjHte'sridiBiisaie 

vvhetherheShouklfoniullysevefhsCDnif^ori : h|s "paid 'pdaition wfdt the Australian Sydd*S)“™^ . ™ 



J’j'ositin Kjelll Andro Anmodl rncui down the track lo pl«u cue. 

n the men's siniom of Ihe finals ef Ihe World Cup sklins 
’wpionahlps March 13 In Sierra Nevada. With Ihli lecend place, 

Si »" wl" 

His « "* *®"«P«1rlel and curreiil leader Lnice K|ac hns, 

t« mere points than him an the general sIniHlIngs. 

^^hSVADA (AP) — Norwegians Lasse Kjus Women slalom: racers on Friday threatened .to 
*"<lre Aamodt will settle who wins the strike With RS.- die World governing body • being 
'''“bd Cup crown In Sunday's last fotted tp cshcei.^e second |eg - and the race - on 
II with igus leading his friend by ' a choppy, rutted': piste. Of- the eight Wbrld Cup. 
iZ, '"'f or the closest races of the Finals schedpled. twahsye been.fanceled. . ' 

: ^thpugh l^us and Aamodt felled to (deiide 

the first time in several days, the things lii Setutday's slaloili, they d|d ihenege'to 
' *0 “ory in the.World Cup Finals oust defending 'M'pyeralhWodd Cup. j* 
^^®oched Europe's most southerly HentiannMR%frpffi^o|^!'?,l' f', - hfr , 

; ^ . V 'J Afejtafidra^^ 


season giant siniom crown to go witii tlie covet- 
ed overall and siiper-G titles, culminating an 
Austrian sweep of all five women's season titles - 
whicli hasn't happened since the Swiss women 
did it in 1987. 

Three-time Olympic champion Deborah 
CompagnonI, 28, announced her retirement, say- 
ing injuries and illness had taken n lull. Austrian 
Anita Waclicer, 32, also said site would take a few 
weeks befoie deciding wlicther to leave ski rac- 
ing. 

After two straight years as the season runner- 
up in slalom, Austria's Tliomas Stangassinger 
won Saturday's slalom and also took the season 
crown. 

In the Kjus-Aaniodt duel. Aamodt flnislied sec- 
ond in the slalom in a time for two runs of 1 
minute 50.67 seconds, just behind winner 
Stangassinger in 1:50.44. Third went to Italy's 
Marco Casanova (1:51.19). Kjus finished I3t)i in 
1:54.05. 

Aamodc's second was worth 80 points, pusliing 
his season total to 1,397, Kjus got 20 for 13th, 
moving his total to 1,429. 

Maier finished I6rh, got no points and was 
eliminated from the hunt with 1,307 points. 

"I would liked to have liad this wrapped up a 
long time ago," said Kjus, wlio had predicted he 
might clinch the title Saturday. "But that's what's 
exciting." 

With a broad smile he added. "I'll have to pay 
someone to bang all night on Kjetil's .door 
tonight." , 

Aamodt was more than happy with his slalom. 

"I was hopilng for a chance to gain some points 
: oih Las^i *11118 is more than I expected," Aamqdt 
said. ,'Tye.,had jiressuie before to ^tch up and 
now the pressure is on both of us.” , 

' As for Maier. he made . a joke about skiing in 
I, slalom, his worst eventy. after saying a.fow days 
'ago he would, skip it:. The-^garipus Austrian 
iwore.a bright yellow, wig, looking a l^it illce a.dr- ; 
j.cus clown.'and joked afterhe was elimfnated/. ' 
■y ;Tnl proud of my season and I'm notangr^”he, 
[said. ''I'Ve had;arabuMs tw.d years,. 1^ got 1^ : 


Olympic golds, two golds from the world cham- 
pionships, the overall last year and so on." 

Aiimodi has a better World Cup giant slalom 
record this season th.m liis Norwegian rival. 
Aamodt, ilic 1994 overall World Cup champion, 
lias finislicd tliiee times in rlie top four and Kjus 
• the *96 overall winner - has yet to crack tlie top 
four. 

Aamodt also has six World Cup wins in giant 
slalom and Kjus lias only one. 

Stangassinger, the ‘94 Olympic slalom diampi- 
on and runner-up the last two seasons to injured 
teammate Thomas Sykora, flnislied witli 566 
points, or the season’s nine races, he won rwo 
and was second tliree times. 

Meissnitzer finished eighth in Saturday's sea- 
son's final race (2:12,01) for women, picking up 
32 points to give her 652 for the season. Wachtcr, 
with her fourth World Cup slalom win of ilie sea- 
son, gained 100 points to finish with 636. 
Meissnitzer also won four slaloms this season. 

"It was so haid for me.” said the 25->'ear-old 
Austrian, who needed only to complete Ihe sec- 
ond leg without falling to clinch the title. 

"I haven't been that nervous all season. I know 
I had to finish tlie race and each time ) started to 
go fast I'staited chinking I only had to finish.” 

Vi^chter, 32, is also on the verge of retiring but 
said she would wait a few weeks to decide. .. 

“I'm going to wait for a llttfe while until I'm less 
emotional to decide what I'll do next season,” 
Wachter said, "i was very happy* with the run 
today but it Was not enough to beat Alexandra. I 
tried everything but the odds were; stacked ^ 
against me.”.- ; ’ 

Compagnoni, who foiled to .win a World Cup ; 
event Ais sedsop and picking a career 1 3 v(e- . 
tories, said her piiydical philalqms'hpd forced her 
.'retirement.'' .• 

:• "Th|s' -Is . the ', end-; .'of'!) ray career here,'] •• 
k Cbmpa'ghon|aaid.flt'lsl[^ry;sadtltlsnotan'ea$y^ 

: .dedsforti it/K^^e.physical-^roblems'r.t^^ 

;;',-ine.^Wd'j^'d.ded's!9n'^d^^ 
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WEEPING OVER THE RUINS 


A filrious row has split 
french feminists as they 
Mlebrate the SOth 
an^4v^ary of a book ^at 
mn^e as the foundatioA of 
thjjiilitnen's liberation mi^ 
mMD^he Second Sex. '• ) ' 
ttjjijlhe de Beauvoir's i|oo 
piMi|i^rrrh wliich was PSb' 
ligjyjfii the Spring of 1 94^ is 
th jiiikjlJect of a high pr|^le 
d^^r pitting her foilo^rs 
liijSwi I* 8>^up of so'cd^d 
‘n«^m feminists'. 

has enguifed^’lhe 
Fr«^^ government, 

SyWM Agaclnski, the wiindr 
thflSpnch prime minfer, 
Lidp^ospin, emerging aK^e 
of jt^'jhaiti figures in tlie jAjd- 
de imvoir campaign, 

'Is the driving mTce 
bef^ ehe,governmnntV^- 
pdfii..tb legislate in fav^-^of 
"padlamentary parity” 
coAStitutional amendment 
Introducing the requirement 
for half of France's deputies to 
be women. 

De Beauvoir’s followers see 
the proposition as a red rag, 
reinforcing the Immiiiating 
sexual stereotypes against 
which they * have always 
fought. 

They want liberation not 
parity and call upon de 
Beauvoir as a key witness for 
their case. 

As a resuit, the women who 
once scandalized conservative 
France through her open rela- 
tionship with the phiiosopher 


Jean-Paul Sartre, Ifb^Adcat the 
center of French life. 

In January, inteEi^als from 
across Europe nietwf^ris for 
a symposium on Second 
Sex. Over the three 

months, the presii(i|M^oted 
pages to the WM^Iind its 
author. And on 
was the subJeef.^J^A highly 
flattering natiovMlp|Avision 
documentary. 

Thirteen yeam^j^r her 
death, her famaoiM-^larcIng 
eyes stared out.^ flp : screen 


first couple in French history 
to make a public issue of 
spurning wedlock and allow- 
ing e9ch other sexual freedom. 
Ibday, such freedom is banal 
and marriage increasingly 
rare. 

She also angered tradition- 
alists by claiming that her lit- 
erary career was more impor- 
tant to her than raising a fam- 
ily. Now. hardly anyone in 
France would get worked up 
at such sentiments. 

Much of de Beauvoir's phi- 



as if defying inttCrt^ers to 
challenge her thl^ - for free- 
dom and dislike in lij^rriage. 
Few ever did. 

In flipped tones, she 

explained her belief that soci- 
ety, and not nature, built sexu- 
al roles, closeting women in a 
frustrating and claustrophobic 
world. 

"You nre not bom a woman, 
you become one,” she wrote 
in The Second Sex, sparking a 
furious row in the weeks that 
followed its publication. 

Catholics were outraged and 
many ordinary French families 
were indignant. 

Yet, half a century later, her 
importance seems obvious. 
With Same, she formed the 


losophy may have entered 
mainstream French life, but 
she remains a controversial 
figure, and nowhere more so 
than in feminist circles. 

Agacinskl and the other 
modern feminists ridicule her 
assertion that child care is a 
burden. "The freedom exalted 
by de Beauvoir came at the 
price of an absurd negation of 
nature, maternity and the 
woman's body in general,” 
Agacinski wrote recently. (It 
may be no coincidence that 
tlie prime minister's wife has 
had children while de Beauvoir 
did not). 

“Tlie new feminism says you 
cannot pretend to Ignore the 
differences between the 


sexes," Agacinski said. 

The political translation of 
this idea is parliamentary pari- 
ty. Modern French feminists 
believe that as there are two 
distinct sexes, there should be 
two distinct types of deputy 
— men and women — set on 
equal footing by law. 

The prime minister was reti- 
cent to legislate in this domain 
but was talked into a change 
of mind by his clever and high- 
powered wife. President 
Chirac was just as wary at first, 
and was only persuaded to 
support the proposal by his 
daughter and political advisor, 
Claude. 

The legislation is expected 
to win parliamentary approval 
before the summer. 

But de Beauvoir’s followers 
say they will continue the fight 
on her behalf. 

“Real progress towards 
equality must come through 
the sharing of daily tasks.” 
said the sociologist, Elisabeth 
Badinter, in an article this 
month. 

it is only when men do the 
washing-up every other day 
that dc Beauvoir's triumph will 
be complete, Badinter said. 

She conceded however that 
her idol had never considered 
this question. In the house of 
de Beauvoir and Sartre, no one 
did the washing up. They both 
ate in cafes. 


LONDON (AP) — Violinist \bhudi 
Menuhin, M^iose astonishing youth- 
llil virtuosity grew into one of (lie 
great musical talents of die 20tli 
century, died Frid^ He was 82 and 
liad been sliaring liis love of music 
with audiences around die woricl 
for 75 years, 

Menuliln was to luive conducted 
the V^rsaw ^ipliony Ortiiestra in 
Berlin on Hies^ nlglu, but die 
concert was canceled witen he was 
taken ill, concert promoter Jutta 
Adler said. 

His London office said lie had 
pneumonia and died of heart failure 
in Berlin's Martin Lidier Hospital. 

"He was a giant in dils century as 
a ^olinist, musidan, personality 
within the musical world," vidinist 


lQliakPeiimansald,"HewaaBi 

singular, individual human b*. 

diansmatinandofaiuiseihenn, 
phenomenal child prodigy dam 

existed, certainly in thb rentuy’ 
"for beyond his gifts as a nuj 
dan, he was a human ofsudi 

radiance," said writer Georje 
Steiner. m4io once called Mendii 
"the most widely loved perscnaliiy 
In the history of the peribrni? 
arts." 

Menuhin, wlio Bved in Lodcr 
and in Gstaad, Switzeilsid, was 
bom In New%k ofRussianJewdi 
parents who had emigrated fion 
Palestine. He was both an Amooi 
ddzen and a British subject, mj 
was made a baron "Lord Mendn 
of Stoke d’/^jemon" ■ in 1993. 


TORONTO (R) — North American 
women msty be divided on their 
opinions of Monica Lewinsky as a 
person, but many appear to agree 
on one point - tliey love her lipstick. 

So much so Uiar tliey can no 
longer find the Qub Monaco lip- 
stick or lipliner worn by Mcxiica 
Lev^nsky during her interview witli 
Barbara Walters anywliere in North 
America. 

Awcek after tlie Lewinsky televi- 
sion ai^earance. North American 
women arc clamoring to buy tlie 
Club Monaco nviku-up credited for 
her softer; stylish new look. 

But those wanting tlie ‘'Monica 
make-over", will liave to wait in 
line. 

'Ibroiito-bosed dotlics and 
accessories diain Qub Monaco is 
scrambling to restodc shelves in its 
30 shops in the United States and 


Canada widi the neutral-tooed lip- 
stick, lipliner, bludi and eyediad- 
ow, which are becoming the 
lioitest cosmetic products cf the 
season. 

“it's reaib' taken us supnu. 
Our name is definicety out ihm . 
Iiecause of this," said Gerald Levat. 
a director of marketing skI cos- 
metics at Qub Monaco's Tonxito 
liead office, 

Company officials said storcsttil 
be in scock as eariy as next Monday, 
but witii a growing waiting b, 
espedally for ihe "Gaze" lipstidt 
ami "Bale" lip liner, diey expect to 
be sold out again. 

-Mte-velad people come In jnl 
say we want the endte !o(A, sail 
Call SmiiH, a cosmetic consulBH « 

a Ibronmaub Monaco stole. 

"I till,* k's going to 
tiewhile." she said. 



by Ghaleb Halassa 
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Jordanian Novels 


ItivtU OAT* lhan any other art, portray Ihe loclnl 
lid (vftvral Hlo of a society. On this page. If will ho 
iir |mI Io prssonl to the render, Jordanian novels 
Mwlll povoal n good part of lltornry life hero. 
jUjttvNShaor's novel "An Armenian Girl In Valdes 
piltM," pshllihsd In 1907 marks the biHh of the 
jUibIc Bcvol. This novel was printed In Paris whom 
thavtfiftr itvsd and ns n member of one of the Arab 
tobtlM/ struggled against Turkish rule In the Arab 
, wfli 


phakb Halassa was bom in c 

I the vUlage of Ma'een near tl 

VjMadaba on December s 

11,1932 and died on Ns birthday in e 

iM.inDamascus.afteralmostBO L 
JOS of residence outside Jordan, r 

DjIg; these years he livedr in C 

(m, Bagbd^, Beirut and t 

[Bwois and yet his love and f 

nadmeit to Jordan remained 
snog and apparent in all his nov- ( 
tisudstDries. ’ 

Qdeb Halassa wrote Over 20 I 
kch and is considered to be one I 
dthe most important novelists, ' 
^xcr4' in Jordan, but also in the ] 
hbvwid. In addition to novels, 

ATDte short stories, plays, liter- ' 
critiques and translations ns 
util s hundreds of essays and 
^ published in various Arabic 
Wi'tpapeis, magazines and peri- 
His first novel "Lauglirer" 
*B[wbfidied!n 1971 and was fo!-. 
bved by “The Khamasseens,” 
"Sms, Bedouins and Peasants," 
i^iestion," "Weeping Over 
ibf Ruins," “The Three Rices of 
“Sultana" and "Tlie 

Halassa's "Wreping Over 
*«Ruiis''lsamodem novel in tlie 
that It monitors the iisyclio- 
^ states of its diameters 
^ ihan, like rraditionai novels, 
®®*’riathig on the sequence of 
that Influence tlicse cliarac-' 

^ novel, like Ns other 10V- 
also different from tlie stan- 
of modem novels in 'that 
^^trates on one main diar- ' 
H^whfch is a reflection of die 
^himself. Tliis makes Qialeb 
s novels an artistic record- 
,^'^hls persona] life and memo- 
Tw author's lionesQf, courage 
_ ^ness in describing Inti- 
Wings and thoughts liaiie 
_hini an outstanding position , 
novelists and have made 
^ target of academic 

and study in a number of . 
^foreignunfversities; 

^ ^Kal«sa does riot speak 
while creat-. ! 

1 psdiaract^'Qn.thecontraiy ' 


cal crises, whidi sliape die lives of ^ 
these characters, a human dimen- ^ 
sion and an authentidty manifest- .j. 
ed in die small details of daily lile. ^ 
Utilizing special and innovative ^ 
methodology in writing gives 
Glialeb Halassa a pioneering posi- 
tion among oilier novelists and 
makes liis novels outstanding. . ^ 
"Weeping Over tlie Ruins" is one 
of Ghaleb Halassa's wamiesr and ^ 
most intimate novels. It describes 
the life of a young Jordanian man 
liwng in Giiro with complex feel- j 
ings of alienation, iiiuibic to find a 
wnnii relatioiiship to slieltcr him. ^ 
Tliis young man reflects, in many ^ 
ways, die diasm tliat Glialeb 
ITalnssn liimscir experienced. On ^ 
one hand lie hopelessly longed to ‘ 
return to Ma'een, the village of his . 

diildliood, and on the otiicr, he | 
hopelessly tried to belong to tlie ^ 
huge dty of Cairo. “WEepIng Over , 
the Ruins" also reflects the crisis ^ 
tliat the autlior faced, lieing pulled ^ 
between the need to be alone and . 
free to create, and the belief chat 
he must be a part of a political 
group and systematically work 
within a party, with odier members 
and comnidcs. ^ ■ 

Tlie llilrd Impoitanc reflecrion 
the autlioi* creates in this novel lies 
in the experience of Its main dla^. 
ncter,- wlildi mirrors the actual 
experience of tlie audior with die 
Nasscrite Party. Eniistment in Iho' 
parly ended up in die Imprison- 
• inent for both tlie audiot and the ■ • 
character. About tltat . Ghaleb 
Halassa said, “May be we c^todiy ■ 
over something that We will weep . 
about in the future.” 

As oiie be^ns to read die fii^- 
sentences of die novel, one jan-; , 
liear die Mihbash pounding and 
expressing' the dilemma dwt.. 
encoippas^ W^d, a ypunjy 
' Jordanian living in ^.ro* In dw 

-scene-Khaled is visiting -Egyptian.; ^ 

: ftiends! a (My -compos^ of f 
. mahiBWbnian,dieir.youngdaiii^! 

ter arid their kltten."nie Inttma^ 
envirdnment diat .5Unpuntb;‘lW !.;; 
' ' family reminds Jiidt v 

, . lk)h^ a|id dilldh<k^,M ifi 


small Jordanian village; with his lU 
hands, he starts beating on the su 
edge of die table, ilie tunes and lo 
rl^ims made by the Milibash. He in 
continues: Tob Tob He Tic and the fh 
tune brings back memories: the si 
odors of rosewood, musk and st 
incense, women's gowns and ft 
strong, desired and yet motheriy si 
bodies. He can hear die tunes ^ n 
die shepherds' flutes coming from o 
afar, mixed with women's voices u 
telling stories...die neigh of B 
Arabian horses... And above all is si 
die memory of Amenah vrith her ii 
covered face and Call figure, danc- t! 
ing in die center of a drcle of c 
dancers, liolding a dagger high t 
above her head and oaring circles s 
in die air. ^ 

The daughter of his Egyptian t 
friend starts dancing to the tunes ^ 
he was beating on die table Tob < 
Tob Tic Tic suddenly he feels over- j 
whelmed widi memories and J 
stands up to leave. His friend, who ' 
had expected diat they were going < 
to spend tlie day together, is ' 
ama^ and his wife upser. but . 
Klialed cannot explain his wish to 
leave, so he Just .walks out as if run- 
ning awty from danger. 

Lost again in the streets of Cairo, 
lie perceives them differendy and 
he feels carried away, back in time 
— to his unrulfilled encounter with 
tlie Bedouin girl in the cave of his 
village. 

Klialed continues roaming die 
streets of Cairo, tilting to regain his 
equilibrium and rid himself of die 
inoicacy of his cWldhood and vil- - 
lage memories. Klialed, in Ns day- 
dreams tries to blow life into the 
image of Alshali Be'nt "ftlhah, a 
beaiitifiil and sensuous woman, 
but lie gets liic with the realization 
■ diat she has been dead for a very 

long time. Tliis brings him back to 

tlie present and to his feeliiigs of 

alienation and die need for a warm 
and protective woman. 
for Klialed. woman meaiis 

[. inodicr, friend, lovcrandnialdallln 

' • one rperson. Tills is die source of 

j his problems widi his giiifriend 

' ; Azzali. Hieir relationsliip sufiers a 
. continuous crisis. Bridges between 
■ die two of them are broken, and 
I KHaled cannot see the reason for 

y- this or declde.how to mend tilings 

. -.with lier. 

J , He sits wWi her in Casino KasrH 
‘ Nile butshe is quite remote, and he 
t' feels ve’iy upset at that He wishes 

- . : to kiss her eyes, hjs hands want to 

J • ordfesd|tandhedilnkstoNiw^^ 
g ;:"Aslfvwhadnevwhadarefadon- 
g shiporasifwaareenem|esandwe 
_ ■ ' are Juk pMiding ly sitting 

a- V fo^r/' Hevw to te|l her 
affectiort and .tendem» are 
'^die essence of love;but Iw tawiy. 
Liithat this .Wft^'out of ophtextyand 
rh ' isylng It woUl^ epuse a,^' -• - 
. giial^ Halas^ In’AMhinfe 

v^-cl^r- In 


lUiins," describes the torment and 
suffering of Klialed in one of his , 
long, lonely nights. It starts with Ns 
inefieedve attempt to nin away 
from loneliness and boredom ly 
sleeping. He was overcome ty a 
strong and sudden feeling of wake- 
fulness. It felt impossible that this 
should continue... He could no 
more conceal his body with bed 
covers. He wanted to mask the 
uptight state of his flesh and the 
fatigue lie felt from trying to get to 
sleep. Something had to happen... 
it must liappen and he waited for 
the key to turn and tlie door to 
open, and for Azzah to appear 
diere: a combination of greatness 
and light. Azzali could bring 
warmth to this emptiness. Let lier 
come diat she may give a meaning 
to life. He tried to nin away ftom 
the feeling of slow deatli created 
by silence and immobility, lie 
jumped out of bed. He put on Ns 
coat and started to walk within the 
apartment, from its main door to 
die kitdien doset. He did not like 
the details he saw on die route but 
continued to walk. Tliat's enougli, 
enough, enough ..Jind he felt 
bored but continued to walk: from 
the main door to the kitdien dos- 
et and back from die kirdien doset 
to dw main door. His other alterna- 
tive was to retiini to the torment- 


ing bed. He imagined hearing steps i 
going upstairs, he opened the door I 

but no one was there, the stairway 
was dean, empty and cold. Lie hin> 
selffelt cold but continued to stand 
there ... let someone o 
down, let someoiw open tlie door 
of any apartment... He 
to Iwar any sound: steps going up 
or dovm, noisy or quiet... but 
there was no one and nothing. 

He dosed the door and 
back to walldng ...then to bed 
and hid himself between die 
covers ...there were steps, fi 
he heard diem at his door /j 
dwn there was nothing, 
nothing at all. He whis- 
pered angrily calling ^ 

Azzah. He felt that hav- 
ing readied dw edge 
of melancholy, loneU- 
nessi boredom and 
fear was golr^ to bring 
Azzali back fo Nth; He belLeved it 
was impossiNe dipt tlds state 
should continue forever ...^zah 
had' to come up, 'as usual, bright 

and ^Pmic. She yjqll take hhn. out 
of hb coffin to the briillant sun out- 
side and fo;the breeze and , foe 
trees covered with dew.» He want- 
ed her iirunefoafo]y..He watfoed 
updgln endurande. alntbst 
stopping- td breathe, viras it' her 
hahd readilng to j^,doo,r1jeII,»He 
w^ted'aiid wptfoed alrtiost sufftk 
. . ca,tihg\vidi oepeirtation, 

'^t Azzah doii^''not conw and 
Khaled kricws ;dut she wBL iK)^j 
: .edme for a fcw'days; but what is, 
. ' there fbr him bepM the fentapy 


and the waiting Hie next day he 
tries to call Azzah, but it seems diat 
all telephone lines have lost their 
conductivity Finally, he gets Iiold of 
her and screams throi^ the 
mouthpiece: “Azzah, you liave to 
come, I am dying." The second 
time he says “Azzah, please, try to 
understand..." but the connection 
is lost, and the telephone in his 
hand feels as cold as a dead body 
Hie man in the sho|) tells him that 
the line has been out of order since 
morning, rmally, lie finds a woiidng 
teleplione and slie responds to his 
greeting in a neutral vcuce. Khaled 
screams: “Azzah. it is just impossi- 
ble to describe how 1 feel by tele- 
phone ...ir is something like real 
death ...leave everything and come 
fe5t...Come. even if you have to 
walk." 

At die end of tills painful scene, 
Klialed remarks "All tiicsc married 
men wlio never stop complaining 
nbout the routine of marital life, let 
them try the pleasures of being sin- 
gle just one d<v lil<« me." 

Glialeb Halassa continues to 
monitor dw small but tormenting 
deiaib of Kliaied's life...his alien- 
ation from otiwrs, leading to die 
continuous feeling of alienation. 

However, Kliaied's crisis is not 
simply due to die loneliness a 
young foreigner, away from home, 
may feel. It is mic diat being away 
from home. Ns rclationsliips are 
disiuptcd and liis 




active. However, 

Khaled is educated, cultured and 
politically invqtved, and be tries.to 
resolve the coniradictipn between 
.though^ and practice; : much like 
Abu Alw^''Ai Rasebi, one of the 
piiilosophers;.^' foe resistance 
. movement of Al - Ifo^war^, vdio 
tiiiew away , his pen; to cany his 
sword, fighting to ^re paradiset 
; This line Ideal demofistrated by A| 

Rasebi difl^.gr^tiyjftom 

bdi^r . of ^uepted 

/■foibs lilto jd^ed. -^rtiSch .brings' 


filii^t foitherilntMl ■ ; i 

< ln,Whd^ re^atikes' he 


sees the mother- woman bending 
over him and in a moaning voice 
she says "Sleep now, love, just 
sleep." and as if talking to lierself 
"Life has been very hard on him. He 
fights and fights and cracks into 
pieces, more and more ^1 the time. 

He 'did not have the pleasures of 
laving a wife and a son; and, yet, 
liere lie is hiinying to hb grave 
before hb time is due...Sleep, Son. 
you have barely lived. Tbu are only 
a coque dinging to memories. 

Hiey have filled your brains widi 
woreb... mcanin^ess words, and 
you believed it was the whole uni- 
verse." 

In his delirious and puzzled state 
he heare the woman's voice disap- 
pearing and Azzah saying, "Get out 
of this gravel Come to lifer' 

Hie tragedy that Klialed lives 
lends him to ask Azzali to leave liim 
altliougli she is his only refuge. She 
describes wliat ha])pcned as fol- 
lows: I looked at him and his face 
looked extremely wrinkled like he 
wanted to cry and he said "My 
advise to you, Aizzali, is tliat you 
stay away fraiii nic” I said that I 
didn't iinderstnnd. It looked like a 
stage scene. Neither his sorrow nor 
my astonishmeiu seenwd real. He 
said "I nm a defeated man 
and this is contagious." 

I asked, "Weren't you 
just saying diat you love 
lie," and he responded "I 
think i nm no longer ca|»- 
ble of loving," 

Despite diis theatrical 
e. Klialed and Azzah do 
separate, but dieir crisb 
does not. come to an end, 
because it actually exists- widtin 
botli ofthem nnd staying together 
die only choice ieft^ 

Gliaieb Halassa's “l^epiug Over 
the Rulnsi” .considered to be a 
modem novel in that. U focuses on 
tlK internal - and psydiological 
states of the charnctera tadier foan 
foe external events they are liw 
Ing- 

On the other hand, this novd, 

^ like the- rest rof Glialeb Kalassab 
' novekls notccmpletelymcKlem fn 
ri that all die eyeiits pf the novel ; 
^ . move mund ohe^pirticuiar and 
^ main character, wliq Is usually life 
% , reflection, of the author himself- 
fo; Hib puib'Ghialeb Hala^'s-nov^ 
\irt tlw eatery pflltettey'pMiiM 

nwmQiiT,-foBracterized by horiest. 

A!. ' and 

psyehfoevqits^itis.lds^ 
ed; in^r^ingfoep^lieth^^^ 
Apfoi^ 
















